M. Salah Darghouth  has sent us an email regarding a study on irrigation and poverty

Colleagues,

1. A recently completed study (May 2005) by IWMI shows that irrigation significantly reduces poverty. The study was funded by ADB (Asian Development Bank) and lasted more than 3 years. It is clearly the most comprehensive and thorough of its kind ever carried out on the subject. It was based on:

· Primary data derived from surveys of over 5,400 households in 26 irrigation systems in 6 countries encompassing different policy, social and economic settings (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, China, Vietnam and Indonesia which account for over half of the global net irrigated area); 

· the inputs from over 220 professionals and consultations with more than 800 stakeholders, from farmers to local and national policy makers; and 

· A review of global literature covering more than 200 studies. 

2. The study comes with a large number of useful findings and conclusions, among them the following:

· Irrigation significantly reduces poverty as measured by household income. 

· There are significant inter- and intra-country differences in poverty incidence in irrigation systems. It is higher in the Southeast Asian systems (particularly China) than in South Asia systems (particularly in Pakistan). 

· Poverty within irrigation systems is much lower (on average half) than in nearby non-irrigated settings. 

· There is no systematic pattern of poverty increasing or decreasing with the size of irrigation schemes. 

· Indirect benefits of irrigation at the local and broader economy level are generally much larger than direct (crop production and direct employment) benefits of irrigation, especially in large-scale canal irrigation systems. 

· The value of "multipliers" vary widely across irrigation settings. In India for example, the multiplier estimates range from 1.22 to 3.15. These are even higher in China and Vietnam. 

3. In addition, the report provides a generic framework for understanding and designing pro-poor interventions in irrigated agriculture covering a wide range of issues including benefits and dis-benefits (adverse impacts and externality costs) of irrigation, irrigation-poverty linkages, factors influencing performance of irrigated systems and their poverty linkages, irrigation management reforms, irrigation service delivery, improved cost recovery, irrigation application and resource conserving technologies and their applications for the poor.

4. A copy of the study report is attached for your information. Agricultural Water Management (AWM) linkages to economic growth and poverty alleviation (in addition to food security) will be surely one of the key subjects of our KM activities in FY06, especially during the ESSD/Rural and Water Weeks.

Regards, Salah

irrigationreport.pdf
