What Have You Done since Retirement?

At our April 11, 2007 luncheon we had four of our colleagues tell us what they have been doing since retirement.  They were Bill Cozgrove, Prabhakar Tamboli, Tony van Vugt and Madelin Devan.  Summaries of their presentations are presented below along with summaries submitted by six other of our colleagues who did not speak.  The summaries are presented below in the following order:
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BILL COSGROVE

LIFE AFTER THE WORLD BANK

Early retirement from the World Bank in July 1989

To enter political life in Québec…..

· Candidate election September 29, 1989

· Vice-president Québec Liberal Party (QLP)

· Chair, QLP comiittee on language of public signs

· Member, QLP (Allaire) committee on constitutional reform

· Member, QLP Policy Commission 
Having lost my election….

Senior Vice-president Corporate Development 

Monenco-AGRA Inc., Montréal, Québec, Canada (1989-1993)

· Supervised preparation of strategic and business plans for the company

· Represented Monenco on the boards of several affiliated and associated organizations including Canatom, Nuclear Project Managers, Teshmont, Baymont Technologies (Florida),  La Société d’Ingénierie Cartier, Both, Belle & Robb, and the Canadian Environmental Energy Society
· Negotiated mergers and acquisitions
· Conducted a study with Ahmed Freh for the Cooperative Council on the World Water Decade that concluded that the lack of greater success in achieving the objectives of the Decade could be attributed to the lack of coordination between agencies. The report formulated recommendations on the future of the Council (which became the Collaborative Council on Water and Sanitation)
· Advised the Czech Electricity Corp. on its investment program and relations with international financing organizations
· Vice-president Environment
· Represented TransAlta Energy Corp. in the preparation of the environmental impact study for a 145 MW cogeneration project at Bécancour, Québec 
· Member of intergovernmental expert advisory committee on the feasibility of a high speed train route between Québec (Québec) and Windsor (Ontario)
· Repsonsible for francophone operations
And following move of corporate headquarters of Monenco-Agra from Montreal to Toronto 
President, Ecoconsult Inc. (1993 - 2004)

· Completed assignments started with Monenco-Agra, including remaining Director, Le Groupe Cartier inc. 

· Preparation of paper on environmental impact of cogeneration projects in Québec for Indeck Canada.

· Prepared and delivered 45-hour seminar on the evaluation of investment projects in the infrastructure sector as part of a train-the-trainers program of the Chinese Ministry of Finance

· Evaluation of the Water Reform Program of the Economic Development Institute (World Bank)

· Led Yemen Government/Donor Group sector study of rural water and sanitation

· Led team conducting evaluation of UNDP-World Bank Water and Sanitation Program and developing future vision of Global Water Partnership

· Prepared discussion document on governance of Global Water Partnership for use at founders’ meeting in Stockholm, December 1995

· Mid-term review of Structural Adjustment and Policy Support Project - Jordan Water (a CIDA-financed project) for Deloitte and Touche

· Member of consultant team (Global Initiatives Inc.) advising the City of Chatanooga (Tennessee) on its sustainable economic development
· Adviser and facilitator on organization development and operations to the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF).  Prepared terms of reference and bid documents for external evaluation of ACBF

· Evaluation of suitability of Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit for ACBF Grant (grant awarded by Board of ACBF)

· External reviewer of World Bank's 1994 World  Development Report - Infrastructure for Development
· Principal international consultant to the Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance Program (METAP) for a series of pilot studies on the participative management of water resources in the Mediterranean Basin (Turkey, Former Occupied Territories, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco)

· Consultant to African Development Bank on design and implementation of staff performance planning and evaluation system.

And while I was doing these things from my base in Montréal I was active in a number of professional and community associations…

· International Society for Intercultural Education, Training & Research (Member since 1979, President 1990-1992)

· American Management Associations

· C.D. Howe Institute

· Association québécoise des techniques de l'environnement (had been Treasurer 1967-69)

· Planning Forum

· Organization Development Network

· World Future Society (professional member)

· Association québécoise pour l'évaluation d'impacts

· Honorary Member, Pesticides Task Force Inc.

· Member of the Corporation,  Canadian Centre for International Studies and Cooperation

· Board member, Mediterranean Water Institute

· Board member and Treasurer, International Water Secretariat

· World Water Council

· Global Water Partnership

· Collaborative Council on Water and Sanitation

· Member editorial board Water Policy Journal
And

· President, Association d'amitié canado-tunisienne

· Board Member Newman Association of Montréal Inc.

· Board member Montréal Oral School for the Deaf, Inc.

· Board member Le Conseil des rélations internationales de Montréal

· Member, Canadian Institute of International Affairs
· Secretary, A.C.A.T. Foundation of Canada (Association des chrétiens pour l’abolition de la torture) 

Then I was seduced by the World Water Vision…..

· Director, Vision Management Unit, World Water Council, located in UNESCO headquarters in Paris (1997-2000). Directed worldwide intersectoral conultations on the state of the world's water resources. Developed visions through the participation of many professional organisations, NGO's, and civil society. The Vision Unit served as well as their secretariat of the World Commission on Water, Life and the Environment in the 21st Century. Lead author of World Water Vision: Water is Everybody's Business. The reports of the Commission and the Unit were presented and discussed at the Second World Water Forum in The Hague in March 2000
     And continued working for the world water movement…..

· Vice-President World Water Council (2001)

· Member consultative group and contributor to the publication  of the World Energy Council's Living in One World
· Advisor to Netherlands Government on Water Dome at Johannesburg Summit (WSSD)

· Chair, International Steering Committee, Dialogue on Water and Climate that produced the report Climate Changes the Water Rules.
· Senior adviser and author of synthesis document Water Security and Peace, UNESCO program PCCP (Potential for Conflict to cooperation Potential)

· Advisor to Water Action Unit of World Water Council on report World Water Actions
· Responsible on behalf of the World Water Council for the organisation of the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto at which I participated in the presentation of the three above reports

     And then….

· October 2003 elected President of the World Water Council
· Advisor to National Institute on Land and Infrastructure Management (Japan) on the creation of a Flood Vulnerability Index for Japan and international application
· Drafted the Operations Manual and staffing criteria for the African Water Facility (AfDB)

     When I once again was offered the opportunity to serve at home to Québec in the field of public participation, a longtime interest….

· President, Bureau d'audiences publiques sur l'environnement
    And that is the beginning of another story!

Prabhakar Tamboli

For last 15 years, I have been working as an adjunct professor at the Department of Environmental Science and Technology in the College of Agriculture, University of Maryland, College Park.  I teach a course to undergraduate students  --" International Crop Production-- Issues and challenges of 21st century".  This is a core course designed by me to let young students know the situation in a globalized world and the importance and role of the agricultural sector in the development. The course content includes the basic principles of crop production; population and the limitation of natural resources; the world food situation; sustainable development and environment; climate change etc.  More importantly it includes the role of bilateral and multinational donor agencies to help developing countries to improve the quality of life.

I am also Director of an International Training Program (ITP) at the campus and organize various training programs  Details of this program are on my website (www.agnr.umd.edu/IPAN).  Once there, click on ITP.  I represent the University of Maryland, in the US-India Knowledge Initiative (signed by President Bush and Indian Prime Minister in July 2006) and have established a collaborative program with Indian Agricultural Universities.  I frequently visit these universities, and I am invited as a guest lecturer in many of them.  In addition I work as Chief Advisor to the Asian Agri-History Foundation and help publish a quarterly journal. The website is www.agri-history.org.

My contact e-mail address is ptamboli@umd.edu
Tony Van Vugt (Senior Financial Analyst/Economist)

I retired from the Bank in 1995. It was, as some commented, "under a cloud. "The cloud burst when after retiring I discovered that an audit certificate that I had submitted, and that implicated managers in the misappropriation of Trust Funds, had been falsified. A faked "clean" certificate, signed in my name after I had retired, was the substitute. I objected and reprisal came soon in the form of a secret ban placed on me for employment, subsequent to retirement, with the Bank "in any capacity." Former colleagues that sought to recruit me as a staff consultant were rebuffed; and, in the knowledge that any proposal put forward by external consultants with my name on it had the risk of rejection, I couldn't in good faith offer them my services. Innuendo tarnished my professional reputation. Such was the start of my post-World Bank experience.

Fortunately, several bilateral donors, particularly USAID, demonstrated an independent stance and offered interesting assignments. It was like a breath of fresh air to work in a less political and bureaucratic environment. You just did a good job, got recognition and a paycheck, and said "goodbye" till the next job came along. 

 My work had always given me satisfaction knowing that I was making a contribution to development.  However, my wife was fed-up by then with my continued commitment to public service at the expense, as it always is, of family life. She was smart and offered to make, what to her as a non-sailor was the ultimate sacrifice, to accompany me on an extended cruise. We refitted our oceangoing sailboat and in 2000 embarked upon an eight-month voyage to the Bahamas Islands. It was the ultimate antidote against post-World Bank blues. We told the story in www.van-vugt.com/ourcruise.

The cruise drove home to me the importance of reliable radio communications, particularly email and weather charts, when underway in remote archipelagoes. I became a lobbyist to promote the Winlink amateur digital radio communication system in the southern hemisphere. I launched a website, www.aussiewinlink.org <http://www.aussiewinlink.org/>  and used the power of the Internet to convince the Australian Government to legalize the system in its territories. There are now four Winlink ground stations in Australia that cover an area from the west coast of South America to the mid-Indian Ocean. One station played a significant role tracking down missing vessels in the aftermath of the south-east Asian tsunami.

I made friends with a circumnavigating, Winlink-equipped, German couple that invited me to take part in their journey. I joined them to cruise the Netherlands Antilles in the Caribbean in 2004 and in 2005 and assisted in their transit of the Panama Canal. We also sailed the Pearl Island group on the Pacific Ocean side of Panama. That cruise brought back memories that had been dormant for over 60-years. It was about when, as an eight-year old kid, I had listened to my mother reading us letters that had been sent by my father who was overseas during all of WW II. Following Internet and other research I wrote the story "Finding Father". Both the transit and the story are published under www.van-vugt.com/trilogy. It was a real discovery as I had barely known my father because, already in 1954, I had immigrated to Australia to escape my wartime memories. 

The research also gave me a better appreciation of the burden that my mother had carried alone during WW II. The event that weighed most heavily on my memory was the Hunger March of 1944-45. In that winter the large cities in the west of the Netherlands were without food, fuel and transportation. People dropped dead by the thousands because of starvation and cold. In one last desperate attempt so save her children our mother, then 32, took my 6-year old sister and me then 11, on a long track from Rotterdam towards the farming communities in the northeast of the Netherlands. I am now organizing a reenactment of that march for August 2007. 

I had been training intensely for that event, hiking in nearby nature reserves (see: http://www.hikingupward.com/OVH/RiverBend) and on the treadmill without apparent ill effect. However, I insisted on a stress test and in early-March underwent quadruple open heart bypass surgery. I'm recovering and just about ready to start training again. 

Madeline Devan

My life has moved rather far away from the Water Supply sector.  I don't know if this will be of interest to our former colleagues, but here's what I've been up to. 

 

The most interesting things I've been involved in have been related to acting.  I started acting when the Bank's Theater Group produced How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying in 1987.  I was hooked in no time.  I performed in each of the Group's performances, then went on to act in various community theater productions.  I became serious about acting and took a number of courses at Studio Theater.  By the time I retired, I had begun to work professionally in film and video.  I joined AFTRA and SAG (the radio and TV and feature film guilds).  I had also understudied at Studio Theater, thereby earning points toward membership in Actors' Equity, the theater guild.  I also became a serious student of the Alexander Technique.

 

After I retired, I continued to study acting with various teachers, primarily with Robert Epstein.  My Alexander Technique teacher, who once spoke to the Bank's Spiritual Unfoldment group (Meade Andrews), suggested that I train to be a teacher.  The retraining part of my retirement package helped pay for both of these endeavors.

 

Over the years, I have worked on numerous feature films, mostly as a background performer -- that's the formal name for an extra.  If you look really, really hard you may spot me crossing a street or getting a hug from Jeff Bridges.  Being an extra can be very physically demanding.  I once spent a very long day in Rosslyn's mixing bowl trying to take cover from a tidal wave -- in August. The temperature was above 100 degrees  F and the humidity was in the 90 % range, and a number of my fellows went to the hospital with heat stroke.  But a bad day on the set was still much better than a good day in the office.

 

I also spent 3 days working in the heat and humidity in an unairconditioned mansion in Baltimore.  There were about 150 of actors and at least as many crew members in a foyer along 

with many very hot lights, cameras, sound equipment, etc.  In the end, all the discomfort didn't matter too much because the director (Chris Rock) picked me out of the crowd to feature me singing and dancing to "It's Getting Hot in Here" by hip-hop artist Nellie.  Months later, I started getting surprised calls from friends and family who had seen me on TV.  My bit was used in all the commercials for the movie, Head of State, and was a high point of the film.

 

I haven't been on stage for some time now.  My last venture was in Le Neon Theater's Beckett Festival, once even performing in the IFC auditorium.  I have also done some simultaneous dubbing for Gala Hispanic Theater and Teatro de la Luna.  The purpose is to provide a translation of the performance for audience members who don't speak Spanish.  From backstage the dubbers watch the performance in Spanish on a monitor and listen through headphones, then read the English script into a microphone with a few seconds' delay while interacting with the actors who are reading the other parts in English.  It can get very interesting when the actors on stage rewrite the script!

 

Over the past few years, I have been less active in acting.  Much of my time was spent overseeing my parents' care during their final years.  At the same time, my brother's accounting firm was experiencing personnel problems.  I went to work for him as a part-time bookkeeper at first, then full time as an administrative secretary through two tax seasons.  When my brother and his partner hired a permanent staff member, I went to work on my house.  Climbing up and down my 16-foot ladder has pretty much gotten me over my fear of heights.  I hadn't climbed so high since I climbed up a water tank while on mission in Panama.

 

I'm currently working my way back into performing.  I was recently cast in a commercial for the Maryland Lottery to be shot soon.  Keep your eyes open:  I'll be the grey-haired granny in riding silks.

Jaroslov Kozel

With regard to story your suggestion: At my retirement in 1995 my family and I moved to the Czech Republic, where we stay during summers while through winters we suffer in Fairfax. So far I was lucky to be able  to continue working with various task managers on their Bank projects,  mainly wastewater but also some water supply. I find it a pleasure, to  be in practical contact with my profession. However, since nothing  should be exaggerated, I allocate to such pleasures not more than 2-3  months annually. Remaining time we stay at home in Praha, travel in Europe or camp in the USA. I only hope that we will be capable to continue such life for many years to come.

Brian Grover’s Retirements

That last “s” in the title is not a typo. I actually retired twice from the World Bank.

I first joined the Bank in 1969. In those days Bank water sector specialists were few in number: Harold Shipman, Peter Callejas, Charlie Morse, Alain Thys and a few other guys. After seven very interesting years of working in the EMENA region, I “retired” in 1976, so as to return to Canada. My wife Priscilla and I wanted to raise our four kids there, to help them to establish their own roots (two had been born in Kenya and the younger two in the Washington area). Family concerns have always trumped career considerations for me.

My first, early retirement was simply a career change. Back in Canada I worked as a partner in an Ottawa consulting firm for ten years, then in the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for eight years – always concentrating on international water topics. I enjoy networking on major problems and believe in the value of sensible institutional arrangements to facilitate such networking. So from my Ottawa base, I enjoyed helping John Kalbermatten and others to create the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council. And I invented two other organizations that continue to function today: the Canadian Water and Wastewater Association (the club of Canadian utilities) and the World Water Council.

In 1994 Cilla and I had become “empty nesters”, as our kids were all graduated or away at university. I was delighted when John Briscoe invited me back to the Bank to lead the Water and Sanitation Program (another legacy from John Kalbermatten). But in 1999, just before I turned 60 (after working for 37 years, of which some 30% with the Bank), I decided with Cilla to retire finally. She was battling ovarian cancer and we believed that there were better things to do than to work forever. We returned to the Ottawa region and promptly converted our lakeside cottage in nearby Quebec into a permanent home – my first retirement project. To enhance our family fun there, we added a tennis court, too.

Most of my first five years in real retirement revolved around Cilla’s health and her periodic chemotherapy sessions. Between her rounds of chemo, we traveled extensively, discovering that pleasure trips are way more fun than work assignments to places chosen by others. I had always intended not to continue my water career work when I retired, but I suffered one relapse in 2003. I did an interesting consulting assignment for the International Development and Research Centre (IDRC), focusing on public-private participation on water supply in the Middle East and North Africa. Working trips on that job to Morocco and Jordan were stimulating, but I really regretted all the time way from home and from my wife and family.

Cilla’s struggle with cancer, and our 40 year love affair, ended with her death in 2004. Our entire family was devastated. But I am both lucky and resilient. Within two years I married another wonderful woman, Patrice Goyette, and we are making a splendid new life together. While living in an apartment overlooking the Ottawa River, we are currently planning our new home in a nearby village. And traveling regularly.

My priority interests continue to be family and friends. Not only my own four kids, their partners and nine grandchildren, but also my five siblings (we have 59 members in our prolific, three generation tribe), and Patrice’s family, too. Plus all our many friends, in many places. Thank goodness for good health (facilitating trips and physical activities) and modern communications. Also sufficient finances to enjoy the good life.  I enjoy being in touch with former colleagues, so please reach me by email (brian.grover@sympatico.ca) or by phone (1-613-829-5417). Do consider visiting if/when you are near Ottawa! I’ll do likewise.
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Bertrand Renaud (Urban Sector, Financial Sector)

WHAT HAVE I BEEN DOING SINCE MY RETIREMENT?


This note is really a thank you note because I am not a qualified member of the Water Group. I continue to be very appreciative of the warm welcome I keep receiving since I began attending the Water Luncheons sometime in 2005. About two thirds of my days at the Bank were spent on urban issues when I met many members of the Water group. In 1993, I joined the newly created financial sector development department to work on the development of mortgage markets until my retirement in December 2002. I am really surprised to find that I am entering my fifth year of retirement from the Bank already!


As everyone can see, cities in emerging markets are growing bigger than ever and the demand for efficient and deep mortgage markets is very strong. My successors in the housing finance team at the Bank have been doing very well and are in great demand in every region.  Through internet, I keep in contact with them and a small group of very interesting colleagues in Europe, the US and in Asia. We discuss new issues and share information in mortgage finance as the field has been moving rather fast. These days everyone is talking about housing booms and busts.  If you want to hear more about ‘subprime lending’ in the US and how this segment of the US housing market might or might not threaten the stability of the financial markets, I’ll be happy to oblige. Indeed, I was just talking about that point today with my Bank housing finance colleagues when I dropped by to say hello after a lunchtime presentation by Johannes Linn -- our former Bank VP and urban colleague -- who now heads the Wolfensohn Center at Brookings. He was speaking at the Fund about the future of global governance when the disastrous Bush era will have finally come to an end. This is my statement. Johannes is much too diplomatic to say such things. [Johannes did not discuss either the minimum grooming requirements for World Bank presidents such as clean socks when visiting mosques. However, his analysis suggested that the traditional US way of picking Bank presidents or IMF heads may have come to an end.] I agree with Johannes that, after eight lost years, much could begin to change in five years from now in the structure of global governance. Check his new book on the Brookings website. You can read the first chapter for free.


 Since leaving the Bank, I have had the good fortune of being invited to speak at international meetings in various corners of the world about current trends in mortgage finance (Russia, Morocco, South Africa, Korea, Hong Kong, Mexico, Turkey). I have also done so very interesting work with a Russian consulting team about the emergence of mortgage markets under Putin now that Russia has finally recovered from its own great depression. I have also worked with Korean colleagues on the business plan for the new Korea Housing Finance Corporation.  With my dual life as former university professor, I attend every year an excellent academic forum in Florida where I can hear some of the best people in the field. Right now, I am advising the Swiss government on its mortgage market TA projects in Russia and elsewhere.  I am also preparing for a possibly controversial urban policy conference in Seoul in June. I just published last week a long article with a Korean friend in the Chosun Ilbo (one of the top three papers in Seoul) about housing booms around the world. This has been a very stimulating partnership. I have just sent the final version of my chapter for a book on global mortgage markets that should come out in September this year; but who knows?   All these things sound bigger than they really are, but they keep me out of trouble.


In truth, there are three projects that matter to me and that should keep me occupied for some time. We are currently building a house with our daughter’s family in Arlington. Three generations plan to leave under the same roof and to benefit from each other’s presence. Our Asian friends warmly agree. Our European friends scratch their heads. And, our American friends wonder how this can possibly last.  When the house is finished by the end of 2007, I plan to devote my time to a book on mortgage markets in emerging economies. Its building blocks are falling in place. Most important perhaps, I just resumed my study of Korean after years of neglect and there is no end in sight for that project.   Then there are all the surprises of life.

 

John Kalbermatten

RETIREMENT LIVING

First Retirement (1987-2001):  Retired but not tired

Early in 1987, after retiring from the World Bank in October of the previous year, I started Kalbermatten Associates to continue the work I had started in the World Bank while Senior Advisor, Water and Wastes: Promoting and Implementing Appropriate Technologies for Water Supply and Sanitation.  Later the same year, Richard Middleton joined me.  He had similar interests and perspectives, gained during his tenure as head of the Technical Advisory Group, the first Bank unit implementing appropriate technology approaches.  

Our clients were bilateral organizations and developing country governments, rarely the World Bank units with which we had been associated.  One of the rare Bank projects was the development of a strategy for urban infrastructure improvements in South Africa.  The Bank mission proposed the expansion of water supply, sanitation, storm water drainage, electricity, roads and solid waste management by means of affordable, incremental steps.  We found that by restructuring metropolitan areas and pooling resources from well to do and poor settlements, existing revenues were sufficient to finance significant improvements in municipal infrastructure without increasing taxes.  The strategy was adopted by the new government, though with modifications related to the realignment of political boundaries.   

Most of the other work Richard and I handled was the development of sector policies and institutional development designed to improve service delivery in the water and sanitation sector.  Amongst client countries with the greatest problems were Yemen, Vietnam, Namibia, Zambia, Lebanon, and the territory administered by the Palestinian Authority.  Some of the work was sponsored by bilateral and multilateral organizations, for whom we also prepared policies and strategies.

Second Retirement (2001-present):  La Dolce Farniente

Shortly after dissolving Kalbermatten Associates I was faced with a number of medical problems that took a couple of years to at least partially overcome.  Not a very auspicious beginning of retirement, especially so because one of the cancers I am battling is incurable.  I returned to Bethlehem, PA where my wife and I started life as immigrants in the US in 1957, and where we have family.  History buffs may be interested to know that Bethlehem was founded in 1742 by the Moravians is the site of the first pumped waterworks in North America.  I am no longer much involved in the water sector but enjoy the role of Dad, Granddad and Great Granddad, with some recreational travel thrown in.  Richard has moved to Salt Lake City where he enjoys a busy new career as a volunteer guide and educator about Utah’s flora and fauna.  He recently earned recognition as the volunteer of the year by the Utah State Environmental Educators Association.  

 Lars Rasmusson
I retired at 62 (1996), although I could have stayed until 65.  However, the difference between before and after was hardly felt.  I kept my office for some years as well as my current assignments.  As years passed I managed to diversify into other regions and to get some  contracts outside the Bank.  I quickly realized that as a consultant I had gone back to basics, meaning emphasis on engineering, which I found most enjoyable.  The circle embracing my career had sort of closed.  Also I found how productive one could be once outside a bureaucratic machinery.  

With current consultancy being phased out and moving into “full retirement”, I have asked myself critically whether past 11 years could have been taken care of in a better way.  The golden years in a human life, offering golden opportunities, could not these have been filled with more purpose.  The answer will always elude me.         

We took a drastic step in 2003 when moving out from the Washington area to a Golf and Country Club (for people 55+) in Gainesville (Virginia not Florida), which is bordering the sacred battlefields at Bull Run.  It was a hard decision to make but so far time has proved us right.  The lingering question had always been whether to settle in the old country (Sweden), where we already had a summer-house.  The compromise, as it turned out, was to live in two countries (two continents) with full advantage to be taken of the variations in weather conditions.  We have also been lucky enough to get a condo in the heart of Stockholm making it possible to visit “our favorite city”, whenever it suits us.  Our summer-house is located on an island (some 30 miles east of Stockholm in the archipelago), where other former World Bank families also have settled (referred to as the World Bank mafia).  The summer-house has likewise developed into an annual meeting place with old friends from school years far back.          

A lot of time has been spent on keeping up and extending houses and gardens and in Gainesville by utilizing the close and convenient availability of a great golf course.  By participating in the club life and in activities that are offered new friendships have been made.  Traveling never seems to loose its fascination and places never seen before have been visited.  To Machu Pichu, the ancient Inca city, I have been twice and my son may convince me to go back but this time by hiking the Inca trail.             

Reading has been a passion since far back in my life, and now I am finding time to read all unread books gathered over the years.  I am a history freak and in past and not too past events I am deepening my knowledge.  Often this also has led to visiting places with related historical significance.    

The page is coming to its close, and it should just be added that other avenues of interests are sought and being explored. 

Neil Boyle

Of the last six years I spent one year in Kosovo (2004-2005) as director of USAIDs economic growth office and prior to that four years in the Philippines (2001-2004) again USAID as their senior trade and investment policy advisor to the trade team comprised of the Departments of State, Commerce, Agriculture, FAA, USAID and Defense. In both Manila and Kosovo, I got involved in their water (and electric power) utility projects. I continue to be involved, but now through lecturing, writing and consulting. 

I spent 2006 here in Budapest researching and writing. My 2006 publication is titled "Managing Foreign Direct Investment." My next two (forthcoming)are entitled: "Detection and Mitigation of Hidden PPI Risks;" and "Private Ordering in PPI Investment." I have given several power point presentations of my work to various groups. At present I am building a website on these topics and am being assisted by a PhD Berkeley student, Oliver Williamson from UC, Berkeley. 

Budapest is home to me and my family for now. I have a permanent visa for Hungary and my wife Susan (a writer) has dual citizenship with Ireland and the US so we can locate just about anyplace. I discovered Budapest when posted in Kosovo and liked it enough to want to stay. 

I plan to continue what I am doing--lecturing, writing, and consulting. My interest is lecturing on the post graduate and executive levels.  Ideally with grant funds I would be happy to pursue field research in these areas.

This is much more than you asked for I'm sure.  Sorry for overload, but there was something to say so I charged ahead. No, indeed retirement is furthest from my mind except as something to avoid.

I don't mind you asking at all. Thanks for reinstating me on the water list.  I wish you well.

Rene Costa

I will not be able to join you and the group of speakers and others at this forthcoming luncheon.  I do regret that so much.  Speaking about what you do after you left the Bank, I just completed a carbon emission reduction consultancy in Bangladesh where I reviewed analyses of GHG emissions from brick manufacturers, solar energy cell NGO distributors and compost enterprises interested in reducing their biomass emissions.  

 

A complete new activity that follows my involvement in Country Financial Accountability Assessments (a World bank Jargon to describe the review of public finance management) in several African countries is my participation in the results Agenda in the Bank and in the African Development Bank (another term to define what we would call management by objectives).  

 

Of course, I still had a few water supply responsibilities in Uzbekistan, Mexico, Tunisia.  

 

While I have been traveling around the world, I was also involved in the development of a real estate endeavor in Virginia with a local partner.   However, perhaps the most rewarding personal activities of mine have been to complete an archeological reference book on the pre-Colombian civilizations of Latin America, as well as to enhance my understand of these monotheist religions that have enflamed the Middle-East and our minds for so many centuries.  

 

One last word.  It is easy to undertake any "post-Bank" activity when our body can still respond to what we want to do.  I was lucky in that sense.  Others have not, unfortunately.

 

I wish the best to everyone.

Edward Labahan

Thank you for your recent message.  I do not plan to be in Washington on April 11, 2007 but would like to respond to your request for information on what I and other former WB water group staff have been up to since leaving the Bank.

I am envious of those of you who are able to attend the Water Group luncheons.  Due to my California activities and residence, I seldom travel to the eastern US.  For those of you who may remember me from the epic period 1974 through 1985, please accept my fond greetings.  That period was an important part of my professional life.  I was highly impressed--both with the Bank and its people. You all made it special!


My activities after 1985 continued to include water supply engineering, but at a different pace and level.   Initially, I did some procurement studies for the Bank in Africa.  Subsequently, most of my time was spent on municipal projects in California.   Through the year 1996 I served, either as an engineering consultant or as staff engineer, assisting several municipal governments and/or special public districts in southern California with budget preparation, system design and construction management relative 
to water supply, wastewater and recycled water.  Beginning in 1986, I also served as an elected official on a local special public district board.  In 1998 I traveled to the Philippines at my own expense to observe the 25th anniversary of the reorganization of the water supply sector affecting the development and support of piped systems providing potable water service to newly formed local water districts throughout the country.  Since I had managed the preparation of this USAID-funded project prior to my working at the Bank, I was pleased at the result.

My personal activities in the water supply sector continue today--but on a pro-bono basis.  Also, I regularly participate in local activities of Common Cause, Environmental Defense, the Sierra Club, the League of Women Voters, and Zero Growth and am a member of the local chapters of ASCE, AWWA, and the WEF.  Due to the extent of local governance and oversight issues, I attend and comment at meetings of special public districts that I perceive to be poorly conducted.  Relative to hobbies, I attempt to remain active physically and recently discovered the joy of pursuing genealogy research on the Eastern European ancestors of my family.

Best wishes!


Dick MacEwen

Since my retirement from the Bank in 1999, I have been fortunate to obtain a couple of consulting assignments working for Bank clients helping them navigate the Bank procedures, but these did not take much time and they have just about come to an end.  To fill the remaining time, my wife and I travel, I remain active in my church and I seek interesting adventures with my retired friends.  I will take this opportunity to recount two of my adventures and two of my misadventures.

Sailing Across the Atlantic (a misadventure)

In 2000, my sailing buddy, Bill Butler, whom I first sailed with in the Philippines in 1967 and then later in the Bahamas and Florida, invited me to sail across the Atlantic with him and another friend from Halifax, Nova Scotia to Portsmouth, England then spend two months cruising European waters.  Bill lives in Puerto Rico and spent two months sailing from there to Halifax where I and the other crew member joined him.  He had been there a week outfitting the boat so all was ready.  The next day we set sail for St. Johns which was to be our last landfall before reaching Portsmouth, England.  The trip was short lived.  Three hours later we were aground off Nova Scotia and nine hours later Bill’s boat was up on the beach (see photo).  When we ran aground the tide was on its way out and the wave action just kept pushing us shoreward.   The locals called the Canadian Coast Guard who was ready to rescue us if we wanted to abandon the boat but refused to help us save the boat.  They insisted that they were not in the salvage business.  When we did abandon the boat we were able to walk ashore.  If you are interested in the details, go to Bill’s website:  www.wbutler.com.  There you can read about Bills other shipwrecks.
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RAGBRAI (a successful adventure)

In 2004, Bank retirees Art Bruestle, Henk Groen, a Dutch friend of Henk’s and I participated in RAGBRAI (The Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across Iowa).  This is a seven-day, 500 mile bike ride across Iowa that has over 10,000 participants each year.  I am pleased to say there were no mishaps and we all made it to the end.
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Biking in Spain (a successful adventure)

Bike riding has been and remains one of my favorite past times.  In 2006, Henk Groen, three friends and I met in Pamplona, Spain for a 550 mile 11 day bike ride across northern Spain from the Pyrenees to Santiago de Compostela following the Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James), a pilgrimage trail dating back to the 12th century.  Each year about 90,000 hikers and bikers follow this trail.  Most start at some point along the trail in Spain but many start from their homes in other parts of Europe.   Called pilgrims by the locals, about 85 percent walk the trail.  Only 15 percent do it by bike.
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Climbing Kilimanjaro (a misadventure)

Following the last two successes, Henk Groen and I decided that no undertaking was beyond our reach, so in January of this year we arranged a climb up Kilimanjaro.  Joining us were  Jan Post, another Bank retiree and four non-Bank friends—three Dutch and one American.   We met at the Amsterdam Airport and took the same flight to Tanzania.  Kilimanjaro is the tallest mountain in Africa at 19,400 feet.  The climb is more of a trek than a climb.  It is non-technical and does not require oxygen.  The main difficulty is that the trails are not at all maintained.  Of course we were well supported with 2 guides, 2 cooks and 14 porters.  All we had to carry is what we needed during the day.  Our support team carried all our personal gear, the tents and the food.  The also pitched our tents and cook our meals.   Our base was a hotel in Moshi where we spent two days recovering  from  jet lag and meeting our support team.  We spent six days trekking to the base camp at elevation 15,400.  We started the final climb at 11:30 pm in the evening on the sixth day.  I made it up to the snow line at 17,500, ran out of breath and decided turn back.  The rest of our team I am pleased to say made it to the top.  I was back at the base camp by 7 am.  The rest of the team was back by 10 am.  At 1 pm we were on our way back down and were back at the hotel after one more night on the trail.  About 22,000 persons attempt the climb each year.  Sixty percent make it to the top.  Naturally I was disappointed, but I don’t think I will try it again.  Following a day of rest at our base hotel in Moshi, we set out on a six-day safari in Tanzania’s game parks.
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What’s Next?

Nothing spectacular.  Probably just another bike ride.

Bill Butler’s boat on the beach at Six Fathom Sound north of Halifax NS.  I am at the far right in the white shirt.





From left to right Art Bruestle, me, Henk’s friend Jan Eppo and Henk Groen.





Just 514 more kilometers to go on the way to Santiago.





From left to right Henk Groen, Jan Post and me.  Kilimanjaro is in the background.








