Mauritius Hosted Meeting of African Policy Makers
Contact:  Asha Burrenchobay, Ministry of Finance, Mauritus


    Jane Kirby-Zaki, World Bank, 202 458 0576
The Ministry of Finance in Mauritius hosted a meeting of senior policy makers from 14 countries, primarily from Africa, on June 20-21.  The informal technical workshop was co-organized by the World Bank and the OECD and provided a forum for exchanging experience and views about managing and coordinating development aid.  In particular, participants shared experience with managing new types of aid, such as global funds in health, education, and the environment.  

Senior policy makers participated from Benin, Botswana, Ethiopia, Haiti, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Tunisia, Uganda, and Zambia.  

The meeting was opened by Margret Thalwitz, Director for Global Programs and Partnerships at the World Bank.  Participants were welcomed to Mauritius by Asha Burrenchobay, Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Finance, Mauritius.  

Participants shared their countries’ approaches to aid coordination, such as the creation of national strategies, coordination groups, procurement strategies, and monitoring systems that maximize the benefits from this more complex set of partners and funding instruments.  They also had a lively discussion about linkages of these specially targeted programs into their national budgets.  The critical success factor is that these governments are exercising greater leadership over their national development plans, in a way that donor partners can support.  

In the case of HIV/AIDS, coordination among different sources of funds has become an important challenge.  These sources typically include funding from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria and the US President’s Emergency Program for AIDS Relief, as well as separate programs from other multilateral and bilateral donors.  
Ali Mansoor, Financial Secretary, outlined his experience with development aid partners in Mauritius and stressed the importance of developing a clear vision of country policy priorities, integrating support from development partners, and linking it to the budget.  (INSERT QUOTE FROM ALI HERE.)  
The workshop was part of a series of global discussions of the 2005 “Paris Declaration” on development aid effectiveness signed by over 100 countries and organizations.  These discussions will culminate in the High Level Forum in Accra, Ghana, in September 2008.
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