“Poor Women’s interventions in the global trade”
15th September-2006, at CSO Forum, Singapore.

Panalists: 
Mr. Praful Patel, Vice President, South Asia Region, Ms. Mona Dave (CEO, SEWA Trade Facilitation Centre,  Ms. Beatrcie Gakuba, C.E.O. Rwanda Flora,  Mr. Rashid Kidwai, C.E.O, Grassroots Trading Network for women, Mr. Michael Klein, Vice President for Financial and Private Sector Development jointly for WB and IFC, Chief Economist, IFC, Ms. Deepali Agrawal, Resident Representative, EXIM Bank, Singapore, Mr. Dhanendra Kumar, Executive Director, India,
The World Bank.
Recommendations:
It was recommended that the following institutions be established:
Formation of Women’s Trade Council (WTC)

Formation of Trade Security Fund (TSF)
Formation of a cross sector Social Venture Fund (SVF)

Women’s Trade Council be established at the highest level preferably at the World Bank. The main purpose of this council will be
1. To facilitate and support the promotion of trade between women’s organisations globally.

2. To build capacity of global women’s business organisations to compete in the global markets

3. There is a need to build capacity for entrepreneurs to enter the global marketplace. 

4. Research needs to be conducted to identify scope for creating alternative employment and other innovative forms of trade. 

5. Intensive training and awareness needs to be created for understanding the various developments in global trade and the corresponding efforts and investments required to remain competitive 

Tasks for Women’s Trade Council (WTC):

· The council will undertake research and studies to assess the contribution of women in the growing global trade. Specific studies will be undertaken to identify the sectors where women are predominantly engaged and address the needs and challenges that they face in trade within the context of globalization. 

· The WTC will also determine the needs of infrastructure, technology, research & development based interventions required to enhance the creativity and productivity of women. 

· Linking women’s businesses to buyers through identifying global opportunities, enabling adequate participation in trade delegations, trade fairs, buyers and sellers meets. 

With regard to mainstreaming Poor Women in Trade the following is expected from the Government, Development Agencies & Private Sector Organizations
1. A consolidated partnership between small, poor producer’s organizations and private or public corporation/development agencies. The focus should be profit-oriented for sustained livelihoods. 

2. Grants for technology, R&D, and data base for market intelligence /market links and networks.
3. Infrastructure for supporting production at the grassroots level.  
4. Many traditional skills still exist which through investment could be turned into profitable business structure. 
· The constitution of an international/national level task force on Women and Trade is imperative to facilitate women’s participation in global trade.

· WTC will provide a platform to highlight the needs for trade related infrastructure for the poor and women especially in the informal sector. 
· It will also build trade linkages between the formal and the informal sectors.
· WTC will build institutions and help provide a voice to women producers in global negotiations on trade such as WTO etc.  
Tasks for Trade Security Fund (TSF):
· Establish a Trade Security Fund to meet financial needs and to cover the risks of scaling up women’s businesses. 
· To secure trade finance for input purchase, working capital, storage, processing and transportation.
·  Financing sector specialists, to increase   yield and quality of products. 

Cross-sector Social Venture Fund (SVF):
· Establish a non-profit SVF which will play  the role of  a benevolent middleman, will sustain itself, while providing timely cheaper equity

· The investors to the fund would comprise of government, donor agencies, foundations, etc. who will also bring in decades of experience and knowledge to the fund   

· SVF would provide equity like a rolling fund to help other similar proposals with the principal being returned
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