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Education Ph.D. in Economics, University of Chicago, August 2001
M.A. in Economics, University of Chicago, June 1998
B.A. in Economics, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain, June 1996

Employment The World Bank, Washington, DC September 2002-present
Economist at the Development Economics Research Group (DECRG).

Yale University, New Haven, CT Fall 2001- Spring 2002
Lecturer at the Economics Department. Teaching Macroeconomics, a core course in the
International Development Economics Master program.

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL Fall 1998 - Spring 2001
Research Assistant to Robert Townsend in the Townsend-Thai Dataset project.

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL Fall 1997 – Spring 2001
Teaching Assistant at the Economics Department in several graduate (PhD and MBA) and
undergraduate courses.

Affiliations BREAD Affiliate, 2007.

Publications “Evaluation of Financial Liberalization: A model with constrained occupation choice”, with
Robert M. Townsend. Journal of Development Economics 74 (2) (August 2004): 269-307.

“Statistical Analysis of Rainfall Insurance Payouts in Southern India”, with Robert Townsend
and James Vickery, forthcoming American Journal of Agricultural Economics.

Chapters
in Books

“Why Does Access Matter? Impact on Growth and Poverty.” in Michael S. Barr, Robert
Litan, and Anjali Kumar, eds., Building Inclusive Financial Systems: A Framework for
Financial Access, 2007: Washington, D.C., Brookings Institution.

“Wealth Constrained Occupation Choice and the Impact of Financial Reforms on the Dis-
tribution of Income and Macro Growth” (with Robert Townsend), in Bourguignon, F. and
Pereira da Silva, L., eds. Toolkit for Evaluating the Poverty and Distributional Impact of
Economic Policies II, The World Bank, forthcoming.

“Evaluation of Financial Liberalization”, with Robert M. Townsend, in Mody, A. and C.
Pattillo, eds. Macroeconomic Policies and Poverty Reduction, 2006: London, Routledge.

“Credit Constraints as Barriers to Technology Adoption by the Poor: Lessons from South-
Indian Small-Scale Fishery” (with Stefan Klonner) in Nissanke M. and E. Thorbecke (eds).



Globalization and the Poor in Asia: Can Shared Growth be Sustained? Palgrave Macmillan,
forthcoming.

Papers “Access to capital in rural Thailand: an estimated model of formal versus informal credit”
Under Submission.

“Do Reorganization Costs Matter for Efficiency? Evidence from a Bankruptcy Reform in
Colombia”, with Inessa Love. Under Submission.

“Patterns of Rainfall Insurance Participation in Rural India” with R.Townsend, and J.Vickery.
Under Submission.

“Land Security in Rural Thailand: Evidence from a Property Rights Reform”. Under
Submission.

“Group versus Individual Liability: A Field Experiment in the Philippines”, with Dean
Karlan. Under Submission.

“Microfinance Games”, with Dean Karlan, Pamela Jakiela, and Jonathan Morduch. Under
Submission.

“Insurance, Credit, and Technology Adoption: A Field Experiment in Malawi” with Dean
Yang. Under Submission.

“Financing a New Technology in Small-scale Fishing: the Dynamics of a Linked Marketing
and Credit Contract”, with Stefan Klonner.

“Finding Missing Markets (and a disturbing Epilogue): An Evaluation of a Horticultural
Export and Credit Program in Kenya”, with Nava Ashraf and Dean Karlan.

“Rational Expectations? Evidence from Planting Decisions in Semi-Arid India” with Robert
Townsend and James Vickery.

Work
in Progress

“Cheaper to Talk (Than to Trust): Network Formation in Rural Kenya”, with Nava Ashraf
and Dean Karlan.

“Ambiguity Aversion and Technology Adoption: Evidence from Kenya and Malawi”, with
Dean Karlan and Dean Yang.

“Biometric and Financial Innovations in Rural Malawi: Field Experimental Evidence”, with
Jessica Goldberg and Dean Yang.

“How Accurate is Recall Data? Evidence from coastal India” with Monica Martinez-Bravo.

Other
Papers

“Does Market Size Matter?”.

“Labor market flexibility in Spain: A General Equilibrium evaluation”.

Policy
Papers

“Testing Group Lending Program Innovation with Randomized Control Trials” (with Tomoko
Harigaya, Dean Karlan and Binh Nguyen), Technical Working Paper, Asian Development
Bank 2006.

“Weather Insurance in Semi-Arid India” (with Helene Bie Lilleor, Robert Townsend and



James Vickery), in Managing Agricultural Production Risk, The World Bank, 2006.

“DrumNet Case Study”, Extending Financial Services To The Agricultural Sector: Innova-
tion Themes And Successful Case Studies, The World Bank, 2005.

Grants &
Awards

“Joint vs. Individual liability in Peru”, World Bank Research Committee (DECRA), 2007.
“Insurance, Credit and Technology Adoption”, World Bank Research Committee (DECRA),
2007.
“Health Insurance for Microfince Clients”, World Bank Research Committee (DECRA),
2006.
“Joint vs. Individual liability in Philippines”, World Bank Research Committee (DECRA),
2004.
“Impact of Agricultural Services”, World Bank Research Committee (DECRA), 2003.
“Esther and T. W. Schultz Dissertation Year Fellowship”, University of Chicago, 2000–2001.
“CLAS Field Research Grant”, University of Chicago, 2000.
“Beca para la Ampliación de Estudios en el Extrangero”, Bank of Spain 1996–1999.
“Beca de Colaboración”, Spanish Ministry of Education, 1996.

Academic
Presentations

2007
International Crop Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics, Patancheru, India.
Access to Finance Conference, World Bank, Washington, DC.
CAF-FIC-SIFR Conference on Indias Financial System, U. Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.
ISMD / MM Conference, Washington, DC.
AAEA-WAEA-CAES Joint Annual Meeting, Portland, OR.
University of California at Davis (Department of Agricultural Economics), Davis, CA.
Microeconomics of Growth Conference, World Bank, Washington, DC.
NEUDC Conference, Harvard U., Boston, MA.
SITE Summer Workshop, Stanford U., Palo Alto, CA.
Conference on Expectations, Jackson Hole, WY.
World Bank, Washington, DC.

2006
SED Conference, Vancouver, Canada.
ICRIER Conference, New Delhi, India.
EBRD/BREAD/CEPR Conference, Tokyo, Japan.
George Washington U. (Department of Economics), Washington, DC.
U. Paris-Jourdan (Department of Economics), Paris, France.
U. Toulouse (Department of Economics), Toulouse, France.
Yale U. (Department of Economics), New Haven, CT.
World Bank, Washington, DC.

2005
Cornell U (Department of Economics), Ithaca, NY.
University College London (Department of Economics), London, UK.
Oxford U. (Department of Economics), Oxford UK.
Maryland U. (Department of Economics), College Park, MD.
NEUDC Conference, Brown University, Providence, RI.
Annual Meeting of the International Task Force on Commodity Risk Management in De-
veloping Countries, Interlaken, Switzerland.
ABCDE (Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics), Amsterdam, Holland.
BASIX Insurance Meeting, Hyderabad, India.



2004
NEUDC, HEC Montral, Montréal, Canada.
SEA Conference, New Orleans, LA.
World Bank, Washington DC.
UN-WIDER Conference, Tokyo, Japan.

Professional
Service

Referee Reports: African Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics, American Eco-
nomic Review, American Journal of Agricultural Economics, Economic Development and
Cultural Change, Economic Journal, Journal of Development Economics, World Bank Eco-
nomic Review.

Proposal Reviews for: National Science Foundation.


