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As a part of the World Bank Disability and Inclusive Development Conference 2004, the Disability and Development Team in collaboration with the Children and Youth Team organized a youth and disability roundtable discussion. 

The roundtable, “The Integration of Youth with Disabilities in the Development of National Policies” was held on November 30, 2004 from 2:00 - 4:00PM. It was chaired by Mrs. Viviana Mangiaterra, World Bank Children and Youth Advisor and Mr. Curtis Richards, Senior Policy Fellow at the Institute for Educational Leadership.

The roundtable focused on integrating/involving youth with disabilities in the development of national youth policies and projects. It was a great opportunity for participants to highlight barriers and difficulties precluding the involvement of disabled youth. In addition, the roundtable discussion identified the role and modalities of the World Bank and other stakeholders.

The following topics were presented during the panel session: 

-
The Children and Youth Strategy on Vulnerable Youth, presented by Juan Felipe Sanchez, Senior Children and Youth Specialist (World Bank Children and Youth Team)

-
The World Bank Initiatives/Actions for Integrating Youth with Disabilities’ in the Development of National Policies “Case Studies and Best Practices: Yemen and  Macedonia”, Mohammed Ali Loutfy, Junior Professional Associate (World Bank Disability and Development Team)
-
National Case Study: Uganda, presented by Ambrose Murangira, Youth with Disabilities Representative to the National Youth Council and National Council on Disability in Uganda. Mr. Murangira  talked about the leadership role of the youth with disabilities in Uganda. He also mentioned the significant role that he and his peers are playing in the context of raising the local community’s awareness about the disabled peoples’ issues
-
National Case Study: Russia, presented by Denise Roza, Director of Regional Society of Disabled People and Svetlana Katova, Legal Advisor on Disability “Perspektiva - Russia”. The presenters focused on Perspektiva’s initiatives in the context of integrating children and youth with disabilities in both employment and education. 

-
Youth with Disabilities Initiatives in the United States of America, presented by Rebecca Hare, Youth Development Specialist, NCWD/Youth Institute for Educational Leadership. Ms. Hare highlighted progress made in the youth with disabilities’ movement in the United States. She talked about the opportunities for young people with disabilities and the need for further developing their leadership capacities. 
 The participants proposed the following recommendations:

- The World Bank and international development agencies should insure the integration of youth with disabilities issues in the projects based on the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

-
The World Bank and international development agencies should work together to influence governments’ policies towards including children and youth with disabilities in the regular educational system at all levels

-
The World Bank and international development agencies should work together to influence  governments’ policies towards supporting the inclusion of the young people with disabilities in the labor market and creating vocational rehabilitation opportunities for them 

-
The World Bank and international development agencies should increase the resources for enabling youth with disabilities to have their own micro business enterprises

-
The World Bank, international agencies and NGOs should increase the financial and professional support for developing leadership skills for youth with disabilities

-
The World Bank, international development agencies, governmental and nongovernmental organizations should insure the involvement of youth with disabilities in the leadership bodies at all levels

- The World Bank and international development agencies should work together on influencing governments’ tax policies in order to facilitate the exporting and manufacturing of low and high technology used by people with disabilities

-
The World Bank and international development agencies should increase their efforts in order to facilitate the access to information for youth with disabilities

