Videoconference on Integrating Youth with Disabilities in the Development of National Policies

Held on November 22, 2004

In the frame of the World Bank Global Conference on Disability and Inclusive Development: Sharing, learning and Building Alliances, the Disability and Development Team in cooperation with the Children and Youth Team organized a videoconference on “Integrating Youth with Disabilities in the Development of National Policies” on November 22, 2004. 

The purpose of the videoconference (VC) meeting was to share knowledge about best practices related to local projects/initiatives implemented by Yemen and Macedonia in the context of integrating youth with disabilities in national policies. The VC presentations addressed the main challenges confronting these projects. In addition, the participants had the opportunity to propose recommendations.

Yemen

The presentation by Yemen mentioned that youth with disabilities issues have been included in the “Education for All” strategy adopted by the Ministry of Education. In addition, young people with disabilities have been involved in different actions conducted by the (Disabled People Organisations) DPOs in Yemen. The Yemeni government, in collaboration with local and international NGOs, are working together on the formation of a joint committee to create a national youth policy. This committee intends to include youth with disabilities in order to insure that their issues are taken into consideration. Yemen has also a phenomenal outreach project that is working on integrating young women with disabilities living in the remote areas. The presentation by Yemen also mentioned the various aspects and initiatives of this project.

Macedonia

Referring to the Macedonia presentation, the main NGO working on youth issues in Macedonia is the National Agency on Youth and Sports. Youth with disabilities issues have been considered in most of the NGOs that are active across the country. The disability organizations involve young people with disabilities in different aspects as well as the decision making process. Supported by some of the international development agencies, the DPOs in Macedonia formed a national network that worked with the government through proposing special legislation focusing on the rights of employment and education for people with disabilities. The VC presentation mentioned that youth with disabilities have been involved effectively in the consultative period proceeding the legislation adopted recently by the national parliament.   

Yemen and Macedonia both highlighted the following critical challenges:

-
The lack of reliable data on people with disabilities and their issues

-
The lack of the human resources at both the governmental and the civil society level that can deal with disability issues

-
The lack of awareness by others and the prejudice against people with disabilities 

-
The insufficient financial support by donors for the projects aimed at integrating youth with disabilities in their local communities

-
The lack of the outreach projects for people with disabilities living in the remote areas

The participants also had the opportunity to propose the following recommendations: 

-
The continuous collaboration between countries in the context of knowledge sharing related to youth with disabilities’ issues

-
The World Bank should encourage governments and local NGOS to scale up their policies for integrating youth with disabilities in the development projects

-
The Bank and other development agencies should make sure that youth with disabilities are integrated in the different leadership mechanisms and the consultative processes

-
The Bank and the other international agencies should insure that the outreach projects in the developing countries are taking into consideration the needs of youth with disabilities

We hope to be able to offer a video clip of this videoconference via the World Bank Disability and Development website as soon as possible. The abovementioned recommendations hope to stimulate such  activities in order to learn more about other countries’ initiatives in the context on youth with disabilities’ issues. In addition, it encourages us to work harder on strengthening our database in regard to these specific issues. 

