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Judith Heuman, the World Bank Advisor on Disability and Development

MONEY FOR DISABLED IN BiH is badly distributed 

More money is spent on disabled in BiH than in other similar countries, says Judith Heuman, the World Bank Advisor for disability and development. Ms. Heuman came to BiH with the purpose of assisting the World Bank to better organize its activities in assisting BiH in the implementation of the social sector reforms, but also to help organizations of disabled to strengthen their positions and improve communication with the governments at all levels.

NN:
When organizations of disabled ask for more money for their benefits, the Governments say that it is impossible to allocate more because the World Bank sets limitations. What will be your recommendations and advice?

HEUMAN: 
I will recommend to the organizations of disabled to become the part of the economy of this country and to work on strengthening of their organizations, to draft an Action plan that will not ask for higher benefits only. It is important that disabled children go to school, university and get a realistic opportunity for employment. The infrastructure is equally important, accessibility for disabled to buildings, public transportation and other places. It is important for the disability groups to understand how the World Bank and the donor community operate so that they themselves take a more active role in the communication with the donors. Disabled persons should receive their benefits but it is much more important to provide access to the institutions and good education. I think the allocations from the budget for disabled in BiH are not small but they should be distributed more efficiently. 

NN:
How to strengthen the organizations of disabled?

HEUMAN:
They have to collaborate better between themselves but also with the organization not representing disabled, such as women organizations and other associations. General public should understand the needs of disabled and disabled must understand that the changes do not happen overnight.

NN:
You worked in NGO sector and government. What is the difference in their operations?

HEUMAN:
Movement of disabled in USA gradually became stronger and it took a long period for disabled and decision makers to sit around the table and talk. When it happened, disabled had a better influence on the government and they came into decision makers positions. It is very important that both public and private sector understand the needs but also the capacities of disabled.

NN:
Who is more responsible for a successful communication of disabled groups and the rest of the society, disabled or the others?

HEUMAN:
I do not want to say who is more responsible, but disabled have a stronger willingness to work with others, I think those who are not disabled should listen more carefully to what organizations of disabled say. It is more important that people understand the needs of disabled. I have been working for a longer period in the Center for living, organization offering help to disabled. We had a lot of problems with the center managers for alcoholism or drug abuse or abused women in explaining them that their facilities should be physically accessible to disabled. They kept asking why, saying they did not have money for that, as if disabled persons did not have a right to have problems with alcohol or drugs. Dialogue between disabled and those who are not should be opened. Media has a very important role in that.

NN:
Legislation is not treating equally the war veteran invalids and civil invalids in BiH  Should disabled with different types or origin of disability be treated differently by the authorities and laws?

HEUMAN: I personally think they should not have a different status, but almost everywhere in the world war veterans have better benefits. It is a very sensitive issue anywhere in the world. It is important that war veteran invalids have their benefits, but the question is on what are they spent? It is, however, a big issue how to allocate strictly limited funds. In some countries the mentality is such that disabled people are not given an opportunity to work although they can and they want that. It is a discrimination and that is why the benefits are even more important. It is also important that, if somebody wants to work, is given that opportunity, regardless of disability.

NN:
You are in BiH for several days already. Did you see many barriers for disabled because you are also in a wheelchair?

HEUMAN:
There are many barriers for the movement of disabled persons. I noticed a lot of disabled persons in the streets, much more than in other countries and I think it is a good sign that they are active, they are moving around and coming out from their homes. However, there are a lot of barriers for them. I had a meeting with Minister Safet Halilovic in the World bank office because the state institutions building is not accessible with a wheelchair. One should pay attention to that with new construction and renovations, not for the buildings only but for everything else. USAID approved the standards that all newly constructed and renovated buildings financed out of their funds are accessible to disabled. I hope other international organizations in BiH will adopt the same standards. 

