[image: image1.wmf]
FACT SHEET

The World Bank


Disability and Development in the South Asia Region
According to World Health Organization (WHO) estimates, approximately 10 percent of the world’s population lives with some form of disability.  As disability and poverty are intricately linked, there tends to be a slightly higher number of disabled in developing regions of the world such as South Asia.  Though many countries in the region have disability policies, implementation has been largely neglected due to the stigma attached to disability, lack of awareness and knowledge and a paucity of resources. 

The global shift in perception of disability issues, as more than a mere physical factor, has influenced the World Bank’s work in South Asia where Disability and Development is a newly emerging area of focus.  World Bank Country Offices across the region have initiated steps to address the issue, and ongoing work will help identify policies and actions required to improve the welfare of disabled populations. This will be done through a deeper understanding of the issue, increased awareness and greater inclusion of disabled peoples.  

In Bangladesh, the Bank’s work includes policy work, advocacy, and lending.  A key output has been the Bangladesh Disability Situational Analysis.  Disability issues have been incorporated in the IPRSP and a National Action Plan is being prepared.  Disability is being mainstreamed in the ongoing PRSP and the country office sponsored a disabled youth to participate in the Youth, Development and Peace conference in Sarajevo September 5-7, 2004.

At the operational level, numerous projects are attempting to mainstream disability.  These include the Bangladesh Social Investment Program Project, micro credit services, promotion of inclusive education through the Bangladesh Second Primary Education Development Program and the Bangladesh Health, Nutrition and Population Program.
In Sri Lanka where the main disability issues are in the conflict-affected areas, a Bank-financed study has investigated the magnitude and types of physical disability suffered by children. The study focused on the impact of physical disability on the educational opportunities of children and examined the school environment, parental and social attitudes, design and implementation of special education, and policy initiatives to promote inclusive education.  The new World Bank Education Sector Operation being prepared will ensure that all children in the age group 6-14 will have access either to a school or a special education program. 

The Pakistan County Office has been active in the disability field for several years. The office has worked to make its own physical environment more accessible to the disabled and there has been participation of disabled groups in consultations on the Bank’s social protection work in Pakistan.

The Bank in Pakistan has supported the high profile launch of the Government's Policy for Persons with Disabilities and provided technical assistance to the Government in translating the Policy into a National Plan of Action based on an in-depth situation analysis of priority areas including prevention, education, training, vocational rehabilitation, medical rehabilitation,  legal and physical environment, and communication and media.   Assistance to civil society organizations that with persons with disabilities is being provided through the Bank’s Small Grants Program (SmGP).  Additionally, the office is lobbying to hold a ‘Country-level Development Marketplace (CDM)’ with a focus on disability in FY06 – this would be a tremendous opportunity to identify, nurture and fund innovative approaches to the disability-related issue.

In India, the increased focus on disability issues is reflected in the inclusion of a flagship report on Disability Issues in India (due FY06).  The objective is to define the scope and impact of disability in India, to develop a profile of the disabled, and understand how public policies can be focused to improve the welfare and productivity of the disabled. 

The Andhra Pradesh District Poverty Initiatives Project, a Community Driven Development (CDD) project includes 300,000 disabled people and focuses both on community sensitization and supporting the formation and strengthening of self-help groups among the disabled. It also includes a focus on income-generating activities for disabled people and disability-related social infrastructure in community works supported by the project.

Following from the DPEP Project, focusing on universal access to primary education throughout India, the SSA Project, a very large ($500 mln.) SWAP in education, supports a policy framework with very clear and detailed policies on Inclusive Education.  The new Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) Project also includes a focus on disability issues in RCH, relating both to children and mothers.  
In Afghanistan, where over two decades of conflict have left many disabled, the World Bank’s report ‘Poverty, Vulnerability and Social Protection in Afghanistan’ identifies disabled people as significantly poorer and more vulnerable than average. The report is a key building block for the Government's National Vulnerability Program. 

