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Disability and Development in the Africa Region

There is a two-way causation between disability and poverty.  Being disabled often makes people poor, but being poor can often lead to people becoming disabled.  A high proportion of people with a disability are poor.  Disabled people are estimated at 10% of the general population, but possibly as high as 20% of the poor.   

The African Decade of Persons with Disabilities was approved by the OAU/AU Heads of State, and covers 2000-2009.  Its goal is the full participation, equality, and empowerment of people with disabilities in Africa.  After a slow start, at least three countries (Uganda, Kenya, and Zambia) have produced national plans of action.  South Africa has passed very extensive legislation against discrimination and to eliminate barriers.  

· Studies suggest that Sub-Saharan Africa has some 60 million people with disability.

· The estimate for GDP lost annually on account of disability ranges from $474 billion to $672 billion.  It is not clear whether urban or rural disability is greater.  

· Disability tends to increase with age.  People with disability are probably unemployed for the most part in developing countries.  School enrollment of children with disabilities is estimated at no more than 5-10%, with strong implications for the future employment and income prospects of people with disability.

· The Africa Region has been addressing disability through operations for several years.  Mostly in the following areas:

· Health Nutrition and Population: the Region’s most important disability-related health activity has been the 30-year-old onchocerciasis (riverblindness) program. Ninety six percent of the 120 million people worldwide who are at risk of contracting riverblindness live in 30 endemic countries of Africa. Ninety percent of the 18 million people infected with the disease are in Africa. In a swath of Africa from Senegal to Ethiopia and from Angola to Mozambique, nearly 500,000 people have severely impaired vision, 350,000 more are blind, and 6.5 million are infected with riverblindness. World Bank-supported projects and ongoing programs have reduced these totals to half of what they used to be in the early 1970s.
· Demobilization, Reinsertion and Reintegration: the Bank and its development partners are assisting people with disability in many post-conflict countries in Africa through projects.  The International Development Association (IDA) support is estimated at some US$936.3 million covering 1998 to 2004.

· Social Investment/Action Funds: the new opportunity is for people with disability to apply for funding for subprojects specifically aimed at assisting the disabled or at building their capacity.  IDA contributed approximately US$470.2 million through projects from 1996 to date.  

· Education: one model under some existing projects converts existing special needs schools into resource centers that support the regular schools in the region, which integrate all but the severely disabled into regular classrooms.  Total Bank financing for these education projects account for about US$745.4 million from 1995 to 2003.  

