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 CENTRAL ASIA REGION 

In 17 of the 27 ECA countries, the total number of PWDs is estimated at 29,365,679 out of a combined population of 384,960,000, resulting in 7.6% of the population represented by PWDs.

55 of 312 ECA projects have a disability component resulting in a 17% of loans with a disability components from the overall ECA loan portfolio.

ECA has plans for FY05 a number of Disability Country Studies in the following countries: Russia, Turkey, Armenia and Georgia.  Additionally, in FY05, ECA is examining the link between Disability and Poverty in Bosnia and Albania. 

Some highlighted Disability projects in ECA include:

Lithuania – School Access for Children with Disabilities

  A Lithuania Education Improvement Project is making 62 schools accessible to disabled children and is fully renovating the Vilnius School for the Deaf as well as providing teacher training.

· World Bank Support: $25.29 million, approved June 2002

· Expected Completion: February 2006

· Contact:  Erlendas Grigorovic, egrigorovic@worldbank.org
Romania – Pension Reforms Support disabled

  A component of the Social Sector Development Project supports the rehabilitation of the disabled by strengthening the capacity of the National institute for Medical Expertise and Work Capacity Recovery.  It is also bolstering the local medical expertise offices of the National House of Pensions and Other Social Insurances Rights (CNPAS)

· World Bank Support: $50 million, of which $6.32 million targets the disabled

· Expected Completion: June 2006

· Contact:  Alexandra Caracoti, acaracoti@worldbank.org
Turkey – Accessible Schools, Teacher Training help Disabled

   Visually and hearing impaired primary school children are receiving specialized equipment through phase 2 of a Basic Education project.  The project is building 70 special education primary schools and installing 770 computers.  Special educational materials and teacher training will cover 1,340 preschool classrooms.

· World Bank Support: $300 million

· Expected Completion: February 2006

· Contact: Tunya Celasin, tcelasin@worldbank.org




