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DISABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE EAST ASIA PACIFIC REGION 

For the last two decades, international, regional as well as national and sub national efforts have been made in the East Asia region to address the issues of persons with disabilities.  These include the implementation of a United Nations decade on disability between 1983 and 1992, an East Asian Regional decade on disability between 1993 and 2002 and extension of the regional decade until 2012. This second decade has been added on because despite the efforts of the first two decades, the situation of youth and adults with disabilities in the Asian and Pacific region have not improved at the rate expected.

The Sentinel Approach 

The new East Asia Pacific Region (EAP) Disability Sentinel Program has been launched at the World Bank. The Sentinel program incorporates a disability focal point who works to integrate disability into the Bank’s regional work, provide training and develop tools to help Bank task team leaders be more disability inclusive in their work. Sentinel is an approach to mainstreaming disability into World Bank’s operational work on a cross-sectoral basis throughout the region.  

An East Asia Regional Working Group has been established within the Bank that consists of….
Investment Opportunities with a Disability Focus 

· Primary Education for Disadvantaged Children Project in Vietnam (IDA US$ 139 million)
· Social Expenditure Management Project in the Philippines (IDA US$ 100 million)
· .

Research and Analytical Work 

· Regional Management hired a consultant to produce a report on disability issues in the region, along with a half day seminar for EAP staff. Working paper series No. 2004-1.
· A study on the links between poverty and disability in Indonesia has been completed. A similar study into Vietnam household surveys to explore the links between poverty and disability is close to completion.
· Consolidating a working relationship with an OECD/World Bank project on Disability Statistics and Indicators.  
· Won $50,000 from the GenFund for analytical work on women and disability in the Pacific.

· JSDF Grant for VSO for an Inclusive Education project in Cambodia.
Other Activities 

· Country Office Disability Days. Several of the EAP country offices have held Country-level Development Marketplaces (CDMs), which provide seed funding to innovative, small-scale projects through a competition. The Vietnam Country Office has been a regional model for these “disability awareness days,” as it held the first such competition in the region. It focused on disability-related project ideas and gave away US$172,000 in grants to 19 winning organizations.
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