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Global Partnership for Disability and Development


The Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) is a consortium of developing and developed country governments, national and international NGOs, UN agencies, multilateral development banks and other stakeholders dedicated to improving living standards for poor disabled people in developing countries.  The roughly 400 million disabled people in developing countries are among the poorest of the poor because of forms of exclusion enforced by both physical and social obstacles.  By drawing together a diversity of stakeholders both globally and country-by-country, the GPDD helps integrate disabled people into mainstream development efforts and economic cooperation programs.  A number of groups draw together NGOs or UN agencies working in the area of disability and development, but no other group brings to the table governments, NGOs and development agencies.


The GPDD will operate both at an international level and at an individual country level.  Across the globe, the GPDD will be concerned with improving the quality of disability data, designing and implementing a research program on the economics of disability and development, strengthening development policy with the inclusion of disability concerns, and capacity building among all stakeholders (particularly developing countries and foreign assistance providers).  The GPDD will also encourage country-by-country partnerships of government agencies, local NGOs, and foreign entities in order to increase the extent to which disability concerns are built into country development strategies, programs and projects.


An explicit goal of the GPDD is to increase the value of resources dedicated to improving living standards among poor disabled people in developing countries.  An early success came in June 2004 with approval of a $285,000 grant from the World Bank’s Development Grant Facility to support the work of the UN-initiated Washington Group on Disability Measurement.  Plans are also underway for a multi-donor Trust Fund for Disability and Development that at the outset would finance the workings of the GPDD.  


The GPDD does not have a legal personality or its own staff or offices.  Secretariat functions are being performed by staff reporting to the World Bank’s Advisor on Disability and Development.  On December 2, 2004, a GPDD discussion group of about 25 people will consider a draft declaration of purpose, possible creation of a steering group, and next steps.



Additional information about the GPDD is available on the World Wide Web.  Use a search engine on “Global Partnership for Disability and Development”.
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