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World Bank Middle East & North Africa (MENA) Region

Including Persons with Disabilities in Development:  Opportunities & Accessibility
Wednesday, June 17, 2009 – 8:30 am to 6:00 pm:  IMF Building (HQ-1), 3rd Floor, Meeting Room B 

	TIME
	SESSIONS

	9:00 - 9:45 am
	Session 1:  Introduction and Keynote Remarks 

1. Opening Remarks by Daniela Gressani, Regional Vice President, MENA Region

2. Keynote Speech by John D. Kemp, CEO, ACCSES and HalfthePlanet Foundation; Member, Advisory Committee on Persons with Disabilities, U.S. Department of State
Chair: Laszlo Lovei, Director, Sustainable Development, MENA Region


	9:45 - 11:00 am
	Session 2:  Issues and Options for the Bank in The Mena Region

Presentations: 

1. Overview of Regional Disability Issues (Nedim Jaganjac, Co-Author, MENA Disability Note)

2. Mainstreaming Disability in Bank work (Aleksandra Posarac, Lead Economist and Disability & Development Team Leader, World Bank)
Chair:  Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, Senior Operations Officer and Regional Disability Coordinator, Africa and East Asia & Pacific Regions, World Bank

Q & A Session: (25 minutes)

	11:00 – 11:30 am
	COFFEE/TEA

	11:30 am - 1:00 pm


	Session 3: Challenges of Equal Opportunity for Persons with Disabilities— Employment and Poverty Reduction

Presentations:

1. Employment for People with Disabilities (David Morrissey, Executive Director, U.S. International Council on Disabilities)
2. Unlocking the Economic Potential of Persons with Disabilities in MENA (Gustavo Demarco, Senior Economist, Human Development, MENA Region)
Chair:  Roberta V. Gatti, Sector Manager, Social Protection and Lead Economist, Human Development, MENA Region

Q & A Session (35 minutes)


	1:00 - 2:00 pm
	LUNCH


	2:00—3:30 pm
	Session 4: Advancing Inclusive Growth—Removing Barriers

Presentations:

1. Promoting Accessibility in Transport (Ziad Nakat,Transport Specialist, Sustainable Development Department, MENA Region)
2. Making Infrastructure Accessible and Principles of Universal Design (Karen Peffley, Program Assistant and Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, Senior Operations Officer,  Disability & Development Team, HDNSP)
3. Promoting Accessibility in Communications and Technology —Effectiveness of 21st century Assistive Technology (Lily Bandak, CEO, Assistive Technologies Means Independence and Achievement – ATMIA)
Chair: Jonathan Walters, Sector Manager, Energy and Transport, Sustainable Development, MENA Region

Q & A Session: 30 minutes

	3:30 - 4:00 pm
	COFFEE/TEA

	4:00 - 5:00 pm
	Session 5: Youth with Disabilities: Accessibility and Training

1. Youth with Disabilities Ramping the Road Map of the Middle East (Karen Saba, Consultant, Mercy Corps)
2. Employment Opportunities for Youth with Disabilities in the Middle East (Ola Abu Alghaib, Founder, Stars of Hope Center & Middle East Regional Project Coordinator, Handicap International)
Chair: Gloria La Cava, Senior Social Scientist, MENA Region

Q & A Session: 20 minutes

	5:00 - 6:00 pm
	Session  6:  Looking Forward—Towards an Integrated Framework and Action Plan for Mainstreaming Disability 

Recap of Key issues and Next Steps: Establishment of MENA Disability Working Group and Planned Action Plan for Mainstreaming Disability (Jonathan Walters and Roberta V. Gatti, Sector Managers, MENA Region)
Q & A Session: 20 minutes

Chair and Closing Remarks:  Auguste Tano Kouame, Acting Chief Economist, MENA Region
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