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the future

of higher education?

3

a world of science fiction?

Åsocial and economic 

progress is achieved 

principally through the 

advancement and application 

of knowledge

World Development Report 1998/99
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are higher education

systems in developing

countries ready?
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outline of the 

presentation...

Åimportance of knowledge for 

development

Åreadiness of higher education 

in the developing world?

Åimproving the performance of 

higher education

Åimplications for donors 6

explaining  the 

difference between 

poverty and wealth

© K4D program
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evolution of Nokia 

sales

application of 

knowledge

to agriculture
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Ar gent i na Indi a

Wheat Yields in Argentina and India 1885 - 1995
Adapted from:  Pardey, Chang - Kang and Alston
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windmills

http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/2720/windmills_at_sea.jpg
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knowledge for safety

Åseismology

Åvulcanology

Åclimatology (floods, 

tsunamis, droughts, etc.)

deadly floods in 
Mozambique

19

Haiti

12 January 2010

tsunami
26 December 2004
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Japan

(11 March 2011)
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acceleration of speed 

of creation of new 

knowledge
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how do we keep current?
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outline of the 

presentation...

Åimportance of knowledge for 

development

Åreadiness of higher 

education in the developing 

world?

27

opportunities

or

challenges?

28

challenges for 

developing countries

Åsustainable expansion

Åequity

Åquality and relevance

Åflexibility
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the weight of 

numbers

31

insufficient 

resources

32
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connectivity in 

Africa

Åsame bandwidth as the average 

US household  

Å100 times as expensive as what 

a US university pays

It is not wrong to be different.

It is wrong to be treated 
differently
if you are. 

39

tertiary coverage in Chile
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inequalities in tertiary 

participation rates

in Sub-Saharan Africa (2005)
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free is fair

ÅBrazil: University of São Paulo

ïno tuition fees

ï84% candidates from public high 

schools

ï30% of new students

ïin medicine, only 3 out of 180 

new entrants

effects of caste identity

on academic results
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Source:  K.Hoff and P.Pandey, Belief Systems and Durable Inequalities : An experimental  investigation of 
Indian caste.  p.13. Policy Research Working Paper.Washington , DC: World Bank, 2004.

High caste Low caste

a genius in all of us?
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ɼFor sale: charming and peaceful 

residence away from neighbors, with a 

wonderful view of the sea, a grand period 

staircase, and lots and lots of lightéò

47

dropouts

welcome to my airline!

http://pjnet.org/weblogs/bikethecamino/archives/airline at sunset-thumb.bmp
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flexibility

?

52
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flexibility

Ågood feedback mechanisms

Åstrategic planning to orient 

change

Åability to react and adapt 

rapidly
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outline of the 

presentation...

Åimportance of knowledge for 

development

Åreadiness of higher education 

in the developing world?

Åimproving the performance 

of higher education

political & economic 
stability, rule of law, 

basic freedoms

resources & 
incentives

quality 
assurance & 
enhancement 

telecommunications & 
digital infrastructure

governance & 
regulatory 
framework

diversification,
articulation  & 
information 

mechanisms

vision,  leadership & 
reform capacity

location

attainment

learning

equity

research

technology 
transfer

values

results

ecosystem
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financial sustainability

Åexpansion strategy

ïbalance between universities 

and non-university institutions 

(polytechnics, community 

colleges, open university, 

online programs, etc.)

ïbalance between public and 

private institutions
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financial sustainability

Åbalance between public 

funding and private 

contributions

Årational use of existing 

resources / facilities
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quality & relevance

Åprograms

ïprofessional skills

ïsoft competencies

Åmeasurement of student 
learning outcomes

Åeffectiveness of e-learning
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need for effective QA 

system

Åprofessionally strong and 
independent QA agency

Åcombination of self-
assessment and external 
reviews

Åinternal QA units and 
processes



16

61

building up research 

capacity

Åup to international 
standards

Ålocally relevant

Ånational or regional 
centers of excellence
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outline of the 

presentation...

Åimportance of knowledge for 

development

Åreadiness of higher education 

in the developing world?

Åimproving the performance of 

higher education

Åimplications for donors

my university isé

more world-class than 

yours

64


