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Summary Report of the Stakeholder Consultations 
Addis Ababa, October 29, 2009 

 
Introduction 
 
1. A Stakeholder Consultation on the new World Bank Environment Strategy was held on 
October 29, 2009 at the Conference Centre of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA) in Addis Ababa. The consultation was organized as a side event of the United 
Nations Sixth Session of the Committee on Food Security and Sustainable Development 
(CFSSD-6).  The meeting was chaired by Dr. Kassahun Embaye, Deputy Director General, 
Institute of Biodiversity Conservation, Ethiopia. Dr. Josue Dione, Director, Food Security and 
Sustainable Development, UNECA and Mr. Deepak Mishra, representing the World Bank 
Country Director for Ethiopia and Sudan, welcomed the participants.  
 
2. The objective of the consultation was to consult with a variety of stakeholders on the Concept 
Note for the new World Bank  Group Environment Strategy. There were 80 participants 
representing government agencies and civil society organizations from Africa, and the 
development community based in Ethiopia (See Annex 1 for the list of participants).  
 
3. The consultation was structured as follows: (a) two opening plenary presentations on “A 
New Environment Strategy for the World Bank Group” and on “Emerging Priorities for World 
Bank Assistance on Environmental Sustainability in Sub-Saharan Africa”; (b) three breakout 
sessions to discuss the views of the participants on the questions outlined in the concept note of 
the new Bank Group Environment Strategy and on emerging priorities for environmental 
sustainability. The reports of the breakout groups were discussed at the final plenary session. 
 
Key Issues Raised (based on the questions in the Concept Note) 
 
4. What are the top challenges to achieving environmentally sustainable 
development? 

• Lack of an integrated approach to development planning that takes into account 
environmental sustainability. 

• Insufficient efforts to use environmental programs as entry points to address poverty 
reduction, food security, and more broadly the Millennium Development Goals. 

• Inadequate efforts to address the social dimension of environmental sustainability, 
particularly as it relates to local and indigenous people and knowledge. 

• Weak institutional capacity, particularly in the areas of environmental policies, legislation, 
and implementation capacity. 

• Greater attention is needed to address urban environmental issues, including solid 
waste management, pollution, and clean/renewable technology. 

5. What are the top opportunities to achieving environmentally sustainable 
development? 

• Continued concern by the international community on weak economic growth and 
poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa provides opportunity to integrate environmental 
sustainability into development assistance. 

• African countries can learn from the mistakes of other countries and take advantage of 
innovations and good practices to support sound environmental management practices.
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• Some countries have adequate environmental policies and legislation in place, which 
with development assistance, they would be able to build their capacity for improved 
implementation of environmental management practices. 

• Take advantage of indigenous knowledge to improve environment and natural resources 
management. 

 
6. What should be the role of the Bank in addressing the above challenges and 
opportunities? 

• Facilitate sharing of experiences and good practices across countries and regions. 

• Provide technical assistance and funding to create the enabling environment for 
environmental sustainability. Avoid overly restrictive conditions attached to Bank 
financing. 

• Allocation of Bank financial assistance in Africa should not be based only on a country’s 
GDP, but should go to both low and middle income countries because the middle 
income countries still have large pockets of poverty. 

 
7. What should be the balance in the Bank’s role between addressing country 
specific priorities and global public goods agenda? 

• Provide assistance for global public goods agenda is important, but it has to be 
anchored in specific country needs and priorities.   

• Help countries frame national/local level priorities within the global context, i.e. “think 
globally and act locally”. 

• Support for efforts to address sub-regional environmental issues, particularly with 
regards to harmonization of environmental policies, regulations, and standards across 
countries. 

• The World Bank should develop most of its financing (e.g. 70%) to country-level program 
and the rest to regional interventions. 

 
8. What should the role of the International Finance Corporation be in helping the 
private sector stakeholders to achieve higher levels of performance in pursuing 
environmental sustainability? 

• Provide speedy assistance to build the capacity of the private sector, including raising 
the level of awareness about environmental sustainability and facilitating transfer of 
clean technology. 

• Establish mechanisms to monitor the performance of the private sector with respect to 
environmental sustainability. 

• Provide incentives to good performers on environmental sustainability 
 

9. Should the Bank put in place a systematic approach to environmental 

sustainability in sector portfolios? 

• Yes, put in place systems to evaluate investment programs across sectors to ensure 
environmental sustainability. 

• Build the capacity of government agencies, universities and research institutions, and 
local communities to monitor environmental management performance. 

• Develop appropriate monitoring indicators and systems based on existing best practices. 
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10. How should short term and long term trade-offs between development and 

environmental sustainability be balanced? 

• The focus should be first on addressing short-term human survival needs such as food 
security, clean water, jobs and livelihoods as this will encourage support and ownership 
for long-term environmental sustainability interventions. 

 
Emerging strategic priorities  
 
The meeting discussed strategic priorities for environmental environment and natural resources 
management in Sub-Saharan Africa and it endorsed the following: 

• Strengthen environmental and natural Resource governance for growth and livelihoods, 

which includes: (a) Strengthening or developing transparent systems for access and 

allocation of renewable natural resources; (b) Improving resource management planning 

and implementation capacity; (c) Strengthening management of protected areas to 

conserve biodiversity and catalyze local and national economic growth; and (d) 

Improving capacity for environmental assessment and management. 

• Improve management of environmental risks associated with economic growth, which 

covers, among other things: (a) strengthening capacity for climate-resilient growth; and 

(b) improving the urban environment protect public health, with particular focus on air 

pollution and solid waste management. 

• Improve management of regional and global environmental public goods, which 

includes: Strengthening cooperative management of cross-border natural resources, 

with priority on freshwater resources, marine resources, and transboundary protected 

areas 

Next steps 

• The participants expressed appreciation to the Bank for involving them from the outset in 
the development of the new Environment Strategy. 

• They look forward to their continued involvement as the strategy is developed. 
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List of Participants 

 

Name Position Organization 
Abate Asferchew 
 

 CIDA-ECCO 

Abate, Asferachew  CIDA – ECCO 

Abdelfettah, Lebbaz Larri  Embassy of Algeria  

Agyare-Kwabi, Patience Consultant Voices of African Mothers  Social Development  

Aho-Glele, Edouard O. Ambassador Embassy of Benin 

Akol Charles Michael Environment Affairs Officer UNECA 

Argaw, Mersha Program Officer Royal Norwegian Embassy 

Asenso-Okyere, Kwadwo Director Knowledge, Capacity & Innovation  (IFPRI) 

Banda Benjamin Mattondo  UN 

Bangali, Andrew Gbebay Ambassador Embassy of  the Republic of Sierra Leone 

Barry-Diallo, Kangne Counselor Embassy of  the Republic of Guinea 

Biazen Dagne Deputy Editor in Chief Ethiopian Press Agency 

Boel Taro Associate Economic  Affairs 
Officer 

UNECA 

Carpentier Chantal Line Sust. Dev. Officer UNDESA/DSD 

Chissana, Jaime Valente Minister Counselor Embassy of  Mozambique 

Dedji, Kombavi 
Agbenozan  

First Secretary Embassy of Togo 

Diagne, Yakhya Aicha Head Division Legal Affairs, 
Awareness & Monitoring 

Ministry of Environment (DEEC) 

Dione, Josue Director Food Security & Sustainable Development Division  
- UN 

Diouf, Babacar Planificateur Charge d’Etudes Ministry of Finance 

El Helepi, Medhat Economic Affairs Officer UNECA 

Emvula, I Wilfried Ambassador Embassy of the Republic of Namibia 

Endris, Anwar Yibrie  NPO/NUT WHO-Ethiopia 

Eniru, Nega  UNECA InterGovernmental 
Food & Security & Sustainable Development 
Division 

Gebreezziabher, Zenebe  Ethiopian Development Research Institute 

Gebremedhin, Mekdes UN Liaison/Boardmember 
Voices of African mothers 

NGO (UNECOSOC) 
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Gouveia, Eufrasio Second Secretary Embassy of Mozambique 

Jean-Baptiste Kambire 
 

First Counselor Embassy of Burkina Faso 

Kafemba, Benon Second Secretary 
 

Embassy of Uganda 
 

Kamil, Mohamed Ali  Counselor to the President in 
charge of Security 

Presidency of the Republic 

Kanguatjivi  Eugene Economist 
 

Ministry of Agriculture  

Kebede, Dereje  Program Manager Austrian Development Cooperation 

Kingori, Beatrice W. Deputy Director of Agriculture Ministry of Agriculture  

Kipkore, Wilson Head, Environmental Security 
Program 

Applied Research Institute (ISS) 

Komlanvi, Odaye Technical Counselor Ministere de la Cooperation, du Developpement et 
de l’Amenagement du Territoire 

Koumba, Dieudonne Counselor  in charge of ECA Embassy of Gabon 

Kouvahe, Amoko Ambassador Embassy of Togo 

Kouvahe, Amoko Holadem Ambassador Embassy of Togo 

Kouvahe, Amoko Holadem Ambassador Embassy of Togo 

Leduka, Refiloe First Secretary Government of Lesotho 

Lima, Custodia Director for Africa Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Lubisse, Manuel Tomas Ambassador Embassy of  Mozambique 

Lutswamba, Gilbert Kilola Division Chief Ministry of Environment 

Maalim, Ibrahim Deputy Secretary Ministry of State for Special Program 

Marwa, Msafiri First Secretary Embassy of Tanzania 

Matabwa, Charles J. CEO ADMARC 

Migiro, Cleophas  L.C  Executive Director Cleaner Production Centre  of Tanzania 

Misago Fulgence First Counselor Embassy of Burundi 

Moheenee, Nathoo  Ministry of  Agro Industry, Food Security  & 
Production 

Mohlabi  Steve  Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 

Motsepe, Thabo  Embassy of South Africa 

Mukura Michael Counselor Embassy of Zimbabwe 
 

Mwakyusa, Suma Counselor Embassy of the Republic of Tanzania 

Mwesigye, Patrick Regional Industry Officer UNEP 
Regional office for Africa 

N’Diay Hadja Kadiatou Secretary General Ministry of Environment & Sustainable Development 

Ndiaye, Ale Executive Secretary of National 
Council of Food Security 

Government Organization 

Nduhungirehe, Olivier First Counselor Embassy of Rwanda 

Ngakaeaja, Mathambo Deputy coordinator Indigenous  Peoples’  Organization 
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Ngowi, Abnezet Director Liaison Office World Food Program 

Nyakango Janex Director Kenya National Cleaner Production Centre 
(KNCPC) 
 

Olembo, Sarah A.H  Senior Policy Officer African Union Commission 

Persson, Atkeyeisl  UNECA 

Premdut, Doongoor Ambassador Embassy of Mauritania 

Quartey, Thomas Kwesi Ambassador Embassy of  the Republic of Ghana 

Rahaingosoa, Louise-
Odette 

First Counselor Embassy of Madagascar 

Randall,  Nana-Fosu E President/Founder  
Voices of African Mothers 

NGO (UNECOSOC) 

Sambou, Stephan Sylvain  Counselor Embassy of Senegal 

Taleb, Abdelkader Counselor Embassy of Morocco 

Teffera, Ashemafi Cross Cutting Issues 
Coordinator 

GTZ-SLM 

Terfa, Waltaji  WHO 

Van Bekker, Rene Chief Cleaner & Sustainable 
Production Unit 
 

UNIDO 

Wane, Hamdou Raby Economic Affairs Officer UNECA 

Worth, Kiara Sustainable Development 
Consultant 

Major Group, Youth , Children, NGO, Business  

Zied, Zaidi First Secretary Embassy of Tunisia 

Ziyera, Kingstone Counselor Embassy of  the Republic of Zimbabwe 


