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the World Bank
ACTafrica
AIDS Campaign Team for Africa

March 19, 2007
Dear Participant

On behalf of the World Bank, it is our pleasure to formally invite you to two events.  The first is the 2007 World Bank Africa Region Consultation, and the second is the Implementers’ Meeting sponsored by PEPFAR, the Global Fund, World Bank, UNICEF, WHO and other partners.  Both meetings will take place in Kigali, Rwanda.  The first meeting, the Africa Region Consultation arranged by the World Bank will be held from June 10 to 15, and the Implementers’ meeting will be from June 16-19, 2007.  A separate agenda and invitation will be sent in due course for the Implementers’ meeting. 

The 2007 Africa Region Consultation will bring together national AIDS program representatives from each country including the NAC/NAS Coordinator/Director, one representative from the Ministry of Health, one representative of a line ministry that is implementing a successful HIV/AIDS program, and one representative of a civil society organization. The World Bank MAP Task Team Leaders (TTLs), other regional TTLs, UNAIDS, and other bilateral partners will also participate in the consultation. 

There are two objectives of the Consultation: (a) Understanding the Multi-Sectoral Response and Improving Implementation Performance, and (b) Sharing Country Successes and Achievements – Getting Results on the Ground. Please see the attached Concept Note and the draft Agenda.  In order to showcase and share success stories, country representatives will be invited to present their country’s experiences in a competitive market place (see attached guidelines).

With respect to administrative arrangements, country MAP or other available funds can be used to finance the travel, hotel and other incidental expenses of your participation. Country delegates should make their own arrangements for travel in and out of Kigali, Rwanda. Participants should arrive by Saturday, June 9, 2007. Once your travel itinerary is finalized, please confirm your arrival/departure times and dates with Ms. Mary Beth Levin (Email: mlevin@worldbank.org). The Bank/PEPFAR will book a block of rooms (and negotiate a special rate) and allocate a room to you once we know your travel dates. Breakfasts, lunches, and dinner on June 14th will be pre-paid by the Bank for June 10-15. Each participant will pay their own hotel bills and claim reimbursement from their financing source (which may be the MAP or other source).

We believe this meeting is an extraordinary opportunity for us to work together to strengthen program management.  Your contribution and active participation is essential to achieve these objectives. We very much look forward to seeing you in Kigali.

	Elizabeth Lule

Manager
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