The World Bank, an institution dedicated to the reduction of poverty worldwide,
was one of the first international organizations to respond to the HIV/AIDS global
emergency. Since 2000, it has provided more than $1.6 billion to more than 30
countries in Sub-Saharan Africa to respond to the AIDS epidemic. The AIDS Campaign
Team for Africa (ACTafrica) supports implementation of the World Bank’s Multi-
Country HIV/AIDS Program. This program assists countries by committing substantial
Bank resources to affected countries and leveraging co-financing from others on a
country-by-country basis.
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Africa remains the epicenter of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic. Two-thirds of people living
with HIV/AIDS live in Sub-Saharan Africa.



Beyond the Emergency: A New, Sustainable
Response to HIV/AIDS in Africa

From 2000 through 2006, the World Bank mounted an emergency response to the HIV/
AIDS epidemic in Africa. As the Bank set out to develop its follow-on strategy, it was
clear that the epidemic had evolved. Our understanding of it—from epidemiology,
economics, sociology, operations research, and program evaluation—was advancing,
alongside significant growth in HIV/AIDS funding from many sources.

The World Bank’s Commitment to HIV/AIDS in Africa, Our Agenda for Action 2007
— 2011 (AFA) was approved by the Executive Board of the World Bank in November
2007. AFA takes into account the changing HIV/AIDS landscape and reaffirms the
Bank’s commitment to helping Africa slow and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/
AIDS - the sixth Millennium Development Goal (MDG). AFA outlines the actions
the World Bank will take to help partner countries achieve universal access to HIV
prevention, treatment, care, and support by integrating AIDS into their national
development agendas, scaling up responses, and strengthening critical systems.

The Agenda for Action subscribes to the “Three Ones” principles of UNAIDS: improved
donor coordination through one national HIV/AIDS authority, one national strategic
plan, and one monitoring and evaluation (M&E) system. This approach is designed to
contribute to a sustainable long-term, multi-partner response to the chronic disease
that HIV/AIDS has become and also is in line with the Accra Agenda for Action’s focus
on country ownership.




The World Bank will provide demand-
driven financing to help client countries
fill gaps in their national HIV/AIDS
strategic plans and assist in making
other donors’ money work more
efficiently.



AFA outlines the actions the World Bank will take
to assist partner countries achieve universal access

to HIV prevention, treatment, care, and support by
integrating AIDS into their national development
agendas, scaling up responses, and strengthening
critical systems.




Effective partnership is a core element
of AFA. By helping strengthen health
and fiduciary systems and enhancing
knowledge sharing among partners, AFA
will facilitate more efficient and effective
use of available funding.




AFA subscribes to the Accra Agenda
for Action and the “Three Ones":
improved donor coordination through
one national HIV/ADS authority, one
national strategic plan, and one M&E
system.

We cannot talk about more inclusive and sustainable development in Africa
without also committing to the long-term battle against AIDS, the largest
single cause of premature death on the continent.

World Bank Group President Robert B. Zoellick
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