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MAINSTREAMING WOMEN into the economy
The Bank initiated or delivered a variety of gender studies and programs in 
the Middle East and North Africa over the course of fiscal 2009. In Egypt, it 
undertook an assessment of the gender dimensions of labor market 
access and constraints. In Jordan, the Bank is developing a program to 
promote labor market access for young female graduates of community 
colleges. In Saudi Arabia, it is providing assistance to “urban observatories” 
in Jeddah and Medinah, which are studying female-headed households. In 
the Republic of Yemen, it is preparing a gender analysis of public expendi-
tures in the health and education sectors. Through an Institutional 
Development Fund grant, the Bank is supporting a program measuring 
the impact of national policies and strategies on gender equality.

The Bank delivered a gender assessment of Lebanon, organized a 
capacity-building workshop on gender budgeting in Morocco, and 
released the biennial report “Status and Progress of Women in the 
Middle East and North Africa,” which examines progress in economic 
participation, access to education, access to health care, public 
participation and representation, and legal rights.

EXPANDING FEE-BASED PROGRAMS
The list of countries in the Middle East and North Africa requesting 
fee-based programs expanded to 11 in fiscal 2009.  Total revenue from 

these programs was about $11 million, and demand is expected to 
remain steady in fiscal 2010.  The Strategic Cooperation Program with 
Gulf countries includes programs and services in Bahrain, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council Secretariat, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates. The programs have become more strategic 
and multiyear; their volume was close to $6 million in fiscal 2009 and is 
expected to remain comparable in fiscal 2010.

INCREASING TRADE FINANCING AND  
GUARANTEEING FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT
During fiscal 2009, IFC scaled up its trade finance program and 
expanded its technical assistance and advisory services to private 
investors. For its part, MIGA plans to use its guarantee facility to help 
secure foreign direct investment in client countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

The Bank also strengthened its partnership with Arab and Islamic 
development institutions in fiscal 2009. It exchanged experiences on 
how to design and implement sectorwide approaches in the water and 
human development sectors; held joint technical workshops and 
dialogue on project identification, appraisal, supervision, and monitor-
ing and evaluation; and conducted joint missions to identify, appraise, 
and supervise projects. (See http://www.worldbank.org/mna.)

spotlight on results	 voices from the field

In October 2008, people living in the provinces of Hadramout and 
Al-Mahara experienced one of the worst floods to hit the Republic 
of Yemen in more than a decade. Dozens of people were killed, 
and some 25,000 were displaced from their homes. 

The impact on agricultural land and people’s livelihoods has been 
devastating. More than half a million Yemenis suffered significant 
loss of property or income. Livestock losses exceeded 36,000 head 
(camels, goats, and cows), and some 60,000 beehives producing 
the renowned Hadramout honey were reportedly destroyed. 

Almost 13,000 acres of agricultural land were significantly 
damaged by soil erosion, and some 500,000 palm trees were 
reportedly uprooted. 

Less than four months after a rapid assessment of the impact of 
the flood, the Board approved additional financing of $35 million 
to support the rehabilitation of key infrastructure facilities in the 
disaster-affected areas of Hadramout and Al-Mahara, to restore 
access to roads, and to strengthen local capacity in disaster 
preparedness, mitigation, and response.

Rapidly Responding to Flood Devastation in the Republic of Yemen 
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