
40	 THE WORLD BANK ANNUAL REPORT 2009

Livelihoods Project seeks to empower poor rural people, especially women 
and disadvantaged groups, through their inclusion in self-help groups. 

Similarly, the Bank approved $250 million for the Pakistan Poverty 
Alleviation Fund (PPAF), now active in 119 out of Pakistan’s 134 districts. 
Since 2000, the program has facilitated the formation of 80,000 
community organizations and provided 1.9 million microcredit loans, 
16,000 community infrastructure schemes, and training support for 
232,000 people in enterprise development skills.

In Bangladesh, the Bank approved $50 million in additional financing 
for the Social Investment Program Project to help restore the assets and 
livelihoods of families affected by Cyclone Sidr. The project has already 
benefited more than 1,000 villages across Bangladesh. The Bank also 
provided $75 million to Afghanistan’s National Solidarity Program (NSP), a 
rural development initiative that has reached over 22,000 villages—about  
68 percent of the rural population. Since its beginning in 2003, NSP has 
disbursed over $564 million in block grants to communities to fund 
more than 44,200 small projects to developing irrigation, power, water 
supply, and roads. (See http://www.worldbank.org/sar.)

services in India. It also continued its support to improve the health 
sector in Afghanistan with a $30 million grant. The project builds on the 
health sector’s significant achievements since 2001, including a 
doubling of the number of functioning health care facilities and a  
22 percent decline in the infant mortality rate, which is now saving the 
lives of 80,000 children a year. In Sri Lanka, the Bank committed 
$24 million to the country’s ongoing health service delivery program, 
with 50 percent going to the conflict-affected Northern and Eastern 
Provinces to provide basic health services to the more than a quarter of 
a million internally displaced persons. 

PROTECTING VULNERABLE PEOPLE
The Bank’s strategy for South Asia aims to make growth more inclusive by 
removing obstacles to growth in lagging regions, sectors, and communities. 

In Orissa, India, where half of the state’s 38 million people live under the 
poverty line, the Bank provided a $444 million assistance package to 
improve the state’s road network, enhance its agricultural tank systems, 
and increase livelihood opportunities for rural poor. The Orissa Rural 

spotlight on results	 voices from the field

Shamim Bibi (see the photo, page 39), 33, lost her husband and 
daughter in the earthquake that hit Northern Pakistan on October 
8, 2005. “When I went to school to check on my children, the 
school had collapsed. I managed to get two of my kids out alive 
from the rubble, but my daughter died. After that I went to check 
on my husband. He also died,” said Shamim Bibi.

Her home in Ghan Chatter, a village just outside Muzaffarabad, was 
left in ruins. Like thousands of other houses, it came crashing down 
with the first few jolts—in part because of poor construction with 
substandard material.

In the city of Muzaffarabad, more than 10,000 people died and about 
half of the city’s buildings were destroyed. The scale of the destruction 
and a difficult mountainous terrain made reconstruction daunting.

To help people rebuild, the government formed the Earthquake 
Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority, and, with the Bank’s  

financial and technical support, launched an ambitious $1.5 billion 
owner-driven rural housing rebuilding program. The salient features of 
this program were technical assistance to homeowners and inspec-
tion of the reconstruction at various stages to ensure that seismic-
resistant designs provided by the program were being followed.

Such house-to-house assistance and inspection entailed a mammoth 
logistical operation for reaching out to the grant recipients, who are 
spread over an area of 30,000 square kilometers of mountainous 
terrain. In three years, some 600,000 households received rapid 
disbursement of nearly $1.3 billion in housing reconstruction grants. 

Shamim Bibi has received grants totaling Rs 175,000 (about $2,200) to 
rebuild her house. It is one of around 400,000 houses that have been 
completely rebuilt using earthquake-resistant building techniques. 
“We built our house according to the design given to us. This is a 
much better house than before. We are now happy and safe,” she said.

A New Sense of Security for Earthquake Survivors in Pakistan
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