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PRSP PrinciplesPRSP Principles

nn CountryCountry--drivendriven
nn Broadest participationBroadest participation
nn Coordinated support from international Coordinated support from international 

partnerspartners

None is possible without a free flow of None is possible without a free flow of 
information information 
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Better Information Leads to Better  Better Information Leads to Better  
Economics Economics 

nn ““There has never been a famine in any There has never been a famine in any 
country that has been a democracy with country that has been a democracy with 
a relatively free press. . . I know of no a relatively free press. . . I know of no 
exception.exception.”” Amartya SenAmartya Sen

nn ““It is now generally recognized that It is now generally recognized that 
better, more timely, information results better, more timely, information results 
in better, more efficient resource in better, more efficient resource 
allocations.allocations.”” Joseph Joseph StiglitzStiglitz
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Strategic Communication Strategic Communication 

nn is more than dissemination of is more than dissemination of 
informationinformation

nn requires a tworequires a two--way flow, and seeks way flow, and seeks 
perspectives of affected groupsperspectives of affected groups

nn can help build consensus can help build consensus 
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InformationInformation--rich societiesrich societies

Encourage more access, fewer arbitrary Encourage more access, fewer arbitrary 
blocksblocks

Benefit from multiple sources of Benefit from multiple sources of 
informationinformation

Apply new information to make midApply new information to make mid--
course corrections, improve outcomescourse corrections, improve outcomes
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Communication Flow in Communication Flow in PRSPsPRSPs   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Sender: 
PRSP preparation   
committee in the  

gov t .  in  
colla boration with  

NGOs,  
development  
partners etc.   

Receiver :    
genera l people,  
stakeholders in  
govt., NGOs,  
private  sector,  
bi /multilateral    

Message :  
different types  
of messages  
for different  
stakeholders   

Channel :   
media, govt.,  
NGO, private  

sector    etc.  
networks   

Feedback : 
 public  

opinion, views from  
govt., NGOs,  
development  

partners   

Communication  
flow in  PRSP  

Preparation and  
Implementation    agencies  
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Understand Information NeedsUnderstand Information Needs

nn PRSP teams need information to set PRSP teams need information to set 
prioritiespriorities

nn Communities, companies, citizens need Communities, companies, citizens need 
information to participateinformation to participate

nn GovtGovt’’ss, donors, citizens need , donors, citizens need 
information to monitor resultsinformation to monitor results


