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Claudia Morrell, CEO, Multinational Development of Women in Technology 

Claudia is founder and CEO for the Multinational Development of Women in Technology (MDWIT).   As a skilled leader with record of accomplishment in creating and directing innovative programs, she recently co-chaired the launch for the Center for Women and Technology for the Arab Region, developed an award-winning entrepreneurship program for South African women in technology; and has raised over $10 million in program funding to support girls’ and women’s participation and advancement in the knowledge society.

Nilufar Ahmad, Senior Gender Specialist

Nilufar is a champion for social justice and equity; and worked on poverty, vulnerability, social inclusion and voice most of her life. She has worked extensively poverty analysis, empowerment focused interventions, local governance, community driven development and participatory process; especially partnership with NGOs and civil society organization for scaling up innovative practices within Bank's portfolio.  She has published extensively in academic journals on gender, environment, natural resource management and climate adaptation and has worked in many countries in South and East Asia. Nilufar currently works in the World Bank’s Social Development Department based in Washington as senior gender specialist and monitor implementation of the World Bank Gender Action Plan within Sustainable Development Network.  She also supports local governance operations in South Asia, especially on "voice" of the excluded and demand side accountability. A citizen of Bangladesh, Nilufar holds post-graduate degree in development economics from the Boston University. 

Nistha Sinha, Economist, PRMGE, 

Nistha is an Economist in the Gender and Development division of the Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Unit, World Bank. She was a core team member of the 2007 World Development Report, “Development and the Next Generation” and 2007 Global Monitoring Report, “Confronting the Challenges of Gender Equality and Fragile States”. Prior to joining the World Bank, she worked as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Economic Growth Center, Yale University. Her work focuses on health, education, employment, infrastructure and gender issues in low-income countries. She received her Ph.D. in Economics from University of Washington, Seattle, in 2001.

Samia Melhem, Senior Operations Officer

Samia is an expert in egovernment and ICT for public sector reform and private sector development. She has been the TTL for many operations and has in addition expertise in Telecoms policy, infrastructure regulation and competition policy. She is a member of the Sciences and Technology GET and is interested in innovation and capacity building for development. She started at the WBG in 1988 in Africa region and moved to ECA, ISG, and CITPO. Her regional experience includes MNA, ECA, AFR and EAP. She is currently the chair of a community of practice on ICT4D the e-development thematic group, and leads the GICT knowledge and Learning program. She is the Gender and GAC liaison for PREM within GICT. 

Page 1 of 2

