“Knowledge matters—understanding how
people and societies acquire and use
knowledge is essential to improving people’s
lives, especially the lives of the poorest.”
World Development Report 1998

Indigenous
Knowledge
for Development
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The vision of a truly global knowledge partnership will be realized only when

What are the objectives and
activities of the initiative?

Disseminating information

* Developing adatabaseof indigenous knowledge (1K)
practices and lessons learned

* Publishingcases in print and electronic
format

Facilitating information exchange among developing communities
* Helping buildlocal capacityto share indigenous knowledge

* ldentifying appropriatenethods of capturing and disseminating
indigenous knowledge among local communities

» Facilitating aglobal networkto exchange
indigenous knowledge

Applying Indigenous Knowledge in the development process

» Raising awarenessf the importance of
indigenous knowledge among development partners

» Advocating theuse of indigenous knowledge in programs
and projectf the World Bank and its development partners

Establishing partnerships
* Learningfrom local communities and NGOs

* Leveraging the limited resources$
partners to obtain a greater impact on the ground

» Addressing intellectual property rights
issue of indigenous knowledge
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the poor participate as both users of and contributors to knowledge

An example from the IK database

Application: Transfer of the Washambaa agricultural system to
Rwanda, adaptation and re-transfer.

The Washambaa of the Usambara Mountains in Tanzania have long
cultivated their land by simulating the natural vegetation. Mixing
trees and shrubs in the same plot with their crops helps to maintain
soil fertility. This successful practice was studied and transferred to
Rwanda through a donor-assisted project. Farmers and development
workers in Rwanda adapted the model and enhanced it with the
integration of cattle keeping and fodder planting. This helped
farmers in Rwanda to grow more food and increase income while

at the same time maintaining soil fertility.

Lesson:Simulation of natural vegetation is a valid approach to soil
conservation; transfer, adoption and adaptation could add value to
the original practice.

How to contribute to the database:

Shouldyou know about a successful indigenous practice, share it
with us!

Please provide the following informatiowhereis the practice
applied (country and locationj® whom(e.g., Washambaa, local
healers)? in whicsector(agriculture, health)? and whigchnology
(e.qg., soil erosion control, childcare)?

Please describe the main features of the practice, why is it important for
the local community? why should development organizations learn more
about this? why might it be beneficial to other communities? and where
can we inquire further: Please do not forget y@ame, address, phone,
faxand, if availablee-mail



Why is it important?

Indigenous knowledge provid@soblem-solving strategies
for local communities, especially the poor. It represents an
importantcomponent of global knowledga development
Issues.

Indigenous knowledge is amderutilized resourcen the
development process.

Why should the development community be
concerned?

Learning from indigenous knowledge can improwelerstanding
of local conditions.

Understanding indigenous knowledge can increase
responsiveness to clients.

Adapting international practices to local conditions can improve
theimpact andsustainabilityof our work.

Investing in disseminating indigenous knowledge can help to
reduce poverty

Sharing of Indigenous Knowledge within and across
communities caenhance cross-cultural understanding




What is Indigenous Knowledge?

Indigenous knowledge imigue to every
cultureand society. It is theasis for local
decision-makingn agriculture, health,
natural-resource management and other
activities. Indigenous knowledge is
embedded irommunity practices,
Institutions, relationships and rituals.
Indigenous knowledge is part of every
day life, such as herbal medicines,
acupuncture etc.



Who are the partners?

CIRAN/Nuffic, CISDA, ECA, IDRC, ITU, SANGONEet,
The World Bank (lead partner), UNDP, UNESCO, WHO,
WIPO

Global IK- Network indigenous knowledge centers in
developing countries.

Looking for more partners...

How to contact us:

Contributions, comments, and inquiries are welcome.

The World Bank

Africa Region Knowledge and Learning Center
Reinhard Woytek

1818 H Street NW

Washington, DC 20433 USA

Tel.: +1 202 473 1641

Fax: +1 202 477 2977

E-mail: rwoytek@worldbank.org

Website at URL:
http://www.worldbank.org/html/afr/IK



