IDA FIELD VISIT IN MALI
JUNE 20-23, 2010

rom June 20 to 23 a group of 9

Parliamentarians, from Burkina
Faso, France, Italy, Nigeria, Portugal
and Senegal plus representatives of
the Polish Foreign Ministry and the
secretariats of parliamentary organi-
zations Assemblée Parlementaire de
la Francophonie (APF) and PNoWB
participated in a field visit to Mali.
During the visit, which happened in
the week following the second meet-
ing of the IDA16 replenishment ne-
gotiations, in Bamako, the delega-
tion saw IDA projects on the ground,
and met with beneficiaries and World
Bank counterparts in Mali. The dele-
gation amongst others met with mem-
bers of the Malian parliament, who
shared their views on Mali’s devel-
opment and development challenges.
Mali MPs who were also members
of the Assemblée parlementaire de
la Francophonie (APF) and the local
chapter of the Parliamentary Network
on the World Bank (PNoWB) joined
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several meetings and meals, as well as
the project visits.

The visiting Parliamentarians found
the leadership of the Mali Govern-
ment to be strong and convincing,
and the donor group including the
World Bank very supportive of the
Government’s development efforts.
Still, Mali is on track only to meet a
few of the MDGs, and is unlikely to
achieve goals 3, 4 and 5, promoting
gender equality, reducing child mor-
tality and improving maternal health.
Mali continues to be in great need of
investments, tourism, remittances and
ODA, as well as of improving its own
tax-base.
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The ongoing IDA16 replenishment
negotiations are necessary to pro-
vide the World Bank with the ability

to continue its no-interest lending, as
well as grants, to the poorest coun-
tries, among them Mali. At the IDA16
meeting in Bamako, the World Bank
presented the participating donor
country representatives with propos-
als for enhancing IDA’s effectiveness
and focuses on development results as
well as potential scenarios and related
financing options for IDA16. During
IDA16, it has been agreed to focus
especially on gender, climate change
and fragile and conflict affected coun-
tries within the broader framework of
achieving development results.

IDA 16 as an opportunity
for increased aid effectiveness

PNoWRB, in partnership with Euro-
pean Parliamentarians with Africa
(AWEPA) has launched an IDA 16
and Aid Effectiveness campaign.
The Campaign calls on the World
Bank to deepen its commitment to
aid effectiveness throughout IDA
16 replenishment, implementation
and monitoring by focusing on four
key areas, with the ultimate goal of
bringing the world closer to meeting
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the MDGs in 2015. The four key ar-
eas are country ownership, strength-
ening statistical systems, peer review
and leading by example in popula-
tion, health and nutrition programs.
In addition, the Campaign calls for
the Bank to increase its engage-
ment with donor and partner coun-
try parliamentarians. All Campaign
materials are available in English
(Arabic, French and Spanish com-
ing soon) on a dedicated IDA 16 and
Aid Effectiveness Campaign page
http://www.pnowb.org/content 84 1
If you have questions or would
like to discuss ways that the Cam-
paign can be incorporated into de-
velopment-related events in your
Parliament or organization, please
contact the Campaign team at
secretariat@pnowb.org

FROM THE REGIONS

Burkina Faso - On June 10th 2010,
the World Bank Office in Oua-
gadougou participated in a regional
forum as part of the continent-wide
consultations for the reviewing of the
Bank’s strategy for Africa, outlined in
the Africa Action Plan (AAP). Some
ten countries, linked by videoconfer-
ence to the Dakar (Senegal) hub, initi-
ated a deep brainstorming on how to
optimize the way the WB prioritizes
and conducts its mission throughout
the continent. Three Parliamentarians
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were on hand at the Ouagadougou site
and represented the National Assem-
bly during the event: Hon. Fatoumata
Diendere, Hon. Thiemoko Konate
and Hon. Bassirou Ly, all members of
the PNoWB’s local chapter, actively
contributed to the debate. After the
June 10th videoconference, the agen-
da will go local with the in-country
AAP consultations. The attending
MPs voiced their great interest in
these consultations and assured that
the Burkina Faso National Assem-
bly would be available and honored
to be an active participant in the dia-
log to reshape and improve the WB’s
support to Africa’s development.

For more information, please contact
Imensah@worldbank.org

russels - A delegation from the

European Parliament’s tempo-
rary Financial Crisis Committee held
two meetings with the World Bank in
separate missions to Beijing, at the
end of May, and to Washington on 8-9
June. In Beijing the group led by MEP
Wolf Klinz was received by Klaus
Rohland, World Bank Country Di-
rector for China, and Ardo Hansson,
Lead Economist for China who intro-
duced the Bank’s activities in China
and provided perspectives on recent
and future economic developments.
This was followed by an extensive
exchange with the MEPs on a range
of challenges and opportunities faced
by China. Possible future visits of
senior staff from the WB Beijing of-
fice to Brussels were also evoked. In
Washington the delegation exchanged
views with Carlos Braga - Acting
Corporate Secretary Vice President-
on the global economic outlook, giv-
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ing particular focus to economic prob-
lems in Europe. The Crisis Committee
was initially supposed to end its work
at the end this year with the adoption
of its report on the EU’s approach to
the financial crisis but its mandate is
likely to be extended for another year.

For more information, please contact
glaryea@worldbank.org

weden - The Annual World Bank
Conference on Development Eco-
nomics, or ABCDE was held from
May 31-June 2 in Stockholm, Sweden.

abcde 201

R

8 ]

This year’s conference titled ‘Devel-
opment Challenges in a Post-Crisis
World’, attracted more than 500 ex-
perts from around the world and
covered a wide set of topics such as
aid effectiveness, climate change,
and post-crisis recovery. The de-
bate featured three Nobel Laureates
Robert Solozw, James Mirrlees and
Eric Maskin. The panel explored
the implications of short-term poli-
cies to stimulate growth, while ac-
knowledging that longer-term issues
of poverty reduction and climate
change should not be neglected.
http://go.worldbank.org/2ICIKNRHSO0
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Also see:
http://www.sweden.gov.se/abcde2010
for the full conference program, and
webcasts.
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SELECTION OF UPCOMING
ACTIVITIES FOR
PARLIAMENTARIANS

For more information on these activities,
please contact mtixeront@worldbank.org
E-courses can be found on
www.parliamentarystrengthening.org

Consultations on Country
Assistance Strategies (CAS)

he World Bank regularly engages
parliamentarians and other con-
stituencies during consultations on
the Country Assistance Strategies

Country
Assistance
Strategy

(CAS). The Board is scheduled to re-
view the CASes for Bangla Desh, Le-
sotho, Pakistan as well as the Interim
Strategy Note (ISN) for Chad in July.
In all these countries, members of
parliament were involved in the CAS
consultations.

August 29-31-2010 CCPAC
Conference-PAC Association
Panel, Quebec, Canada

he World Bank Institute (WBI),

in collaboration with the Parlia-
mentary Centre - Africa, will organize
an international panel of African and
Asian regional Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) associations at the 31st
Annual Conference of the Canadian
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Council of Public Accounts Commit-
tees (CCPAC). This panel will en-
able CCPAC Members to hear about
these newer associations and facilitate
a dialogue between Canadian par-
ticipants and their Commonwealth
counterparts. In addition, the session
will allow the newer PAC associa-
tions to further learn about Canada’s
experience. More information on:
www.parliamentarystreghtening.org

July 20-1PU Speakers Confer-
ence in Geneva

Vice President for Poverty Reduc-
tion and Economic Management
(PREM), Otaviano Canuto will be
representing the World Bank in a de-
bate on how to reach the Millenium
Development Goals at the 3rd World
Conference of Speakers of Parlia-
ments in Geneva. The main theme of
the conference will be “Parliaments
in a world of crisis: securing global
democratic accountability for the
common good”.

Ongoing-Africa Strategy Consul-
tation

or the past five years, the World

Bank has based its support to Af-
rica on the Africa Action Plan. How-
ever, changes in the global economy
as well as a new economic environ-
ment in Africa make it necessary
to renew our approach. Preparation
of a new strategy is under way, and
the World Bank is seeking stake-
holder input to inform the strategy.
You can share your views online at:
http://go.worldbank.org/YPFHJFPPYO0
or by sending an email to:
africaconsult@worldbank.org.
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Developing Countries Lead Global
Recovery
he World Bank projects global
gross domestic product (GDP) to
expand between 2.9 to 3.3% in 2010
and 2011. Developing countries will

lead the global recovery, expanding
almost twice as fast as high-income
countries, according to the Bank’s
latest Global Economic Prospects
2010 released on June 9. Develop-
ing economies are expected to grow
between 5.7 and 6.2% in 2010, while
high-income countries are project-
ed to grow between 2.1 and 2.3%.
The full report and data on the global
outlook, regional trends, inflation,
financial flows, and commodities is
available at www.worldbank.org/glo-
baloutlook.

China’s Growth Remains Strong

hina’s economy has continued to

grow robustly after the economic
crisis. Although there has been some
softening in growth recently, China’s
economic outlook remains favorable
according to the China Quarterly Up-
date released on June 21, 2010. The
report projects GDP growth at 9.5%
for 2010 and 8.5% for 2011 but cau-
tions that further reforms are needed
to facilitate rural-urban integration
and development of a competitive
labor market. More information at:
http://go.worldbank.org/ WRAOM3ZN10
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Stimulus Helps South Asia Re-
bound

outh Asia rebounds strongly fol-

lowing the global financial cri-
sis, says the South Asia Economic
Update 2010: Moving Up, Looking
East, the World Bank’s first yearly as-
sessment of the economies of the re-
gion, released on June 7. South Asia
is poised to grow by about 7% in 2010
and nearly 8% in 2011. The drop in
growth during the crisis was the small-
est among all regions.”’Integration,
not the lack of it, and prompt policy
responses are driving rebound of
growth to 7% in 2010 and 8% in 2011.
The drop in growth during the crisis
was the smallest among all regions,”
says Dipak Dasgupta, principal author
of the report. More information at:
http://go.worldbank.org/6BUINOAZMO

WORLD BANK NEWS

New World Bank Access to Informa-
tion Policy Takes Effect July 1
he World Bank is on track to be-
gin implementing the first phase
of its new policy on Access to Infor-
mation on July 1. The new policy is
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one of several major reforms the Bank
has undertaken to increase its effec-
tiveness, efficiency and accountabil-
ity, and positions the Bank as a trans-
parency leader among multilateral
organizations. More information at:
http://www.worldbank.org/wbaccess

World Bank Update

Corruption Fighters Tackle Stolen
Asset Recovery

t a time of global economic

hardship, corruption fighters
from around the world convened
in Paris on June 8-9 to support ef-
forts against asset theft and safe ha-
vens for ill-gotten gains. The event
was co-sponsored by the Stolen As-
set Recovery Initiative (StAR) and
the government of Switzerland. By
conservative estimates, every year
up to $40 billion is stolen from de-
veloping countries through bribery,
misappropriation of funds and other
corrupt practices. The lost opportuni-
ties are enormous. Developing coun-
tries could use $40 billion to finance
first-line treatment for 240 million
people with HIV/AIDS for a full year.
More at www.worldbank.org/star or
http://go.worldbank.org/XEGRFILVYO0

World Bank Appoints Andrew Steer
as Special Envoy for Climate Change

n June 25, 2010, World Bank Presi-

dent Robert B. Zoellick announced
the appointment of Andrew Steer as
Special Envoy for Climate Change,
a new position created to ensure fo-
cused leadership and representation
of the World Bank in the international
discussions around climate change.
Andrew Steer, who once served as the
World Bank’s director of environment
and recently returned to the bank after
three years as director general of pol-
icy and research for the United King-
dom’s Department of International
Development. More information at:
http://go.worldbank.org/CDMDSLCYQO

Tuvalu Joins the World Bank

On June 24, the Pacific Island coun-
try became the latest (and 187th)
member of the World Bank Group
when Finance Minister Lotoala Metia
signed the Articles of Agreement of
the International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development (IBRD) and the
International Development Associa-
tion (IDA) - the two institutions that
make up the World Bank. With a pop-
ulation of just over 12,000 and a to-
tal land area of 26 square kilometers,
Tuvalu is the world’s fourth smallest
nation and the World Bank Group’s
smallestmember. More information at:
http://go.worldbank.org/ GRMEFUPMS0
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G20 Should Support a Pro-Growth
Agenda for Developing Countries

he Group of 20 should strive to

promote long-term, broad-based
growth, since this represents the most ef-
fective means to help lift tens of millions
of people in the developing world out of
poverty. Moreover, faster growth in de-
veloping countries could kick off a vir-
tual cycle towards more diversified, sus-
tainable and less volatile global demand,
the World Bank said in a background
paper entitled “Recovery at the cross-
roads: Role and implications for devel-
oping countries, prepared for this week-
end’s G20 summit. More information at:
http://go.worldbank.org/44A986CNUO

For more information on parliamentarians and the World Bank, please visit www.worldbank.org/parliamentarians

For comments about the newsletter, please contact Marie-Noélle Tixeront at mtixeront@worldbank.org




