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From 9 to 12 May 2006, an international symposium in Dakar, 
Senegal, on Faecal Sludge Management (FSM) assembled for the 
first time national and municipal  decision-makers and emptying 
operators from 20  countries under the patronage of the Senegal 
National  Sanitation Agency (ONAS), UN-Habitat, the World Bank, 
the International Water Association (IWA), the Water and  
Sanitation Programme (WSP-WB), the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), and the Swiss research 
centre for Water & Sanitation in Developing  Countries (Eawag-
Sandec). The aim was to identify key issues and challenges in FSM, 
discuss effective policies and approaches and identify concrete 
steps for improving FSM in a sustainable manner. 
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