TARGET AUDIENCE

Non-health economists that contribute to the policy and operational decision making in the health sector. These include:

a. Ministry of Health (MOH) staff at the policy and operational decision making levels in central and decentralized units;

b. Ministry of Planning staff working on the health sector;

c. Ministry of Finance staff working on the health sector;

d. academicians and technical consultants that support the above three groups;

e. civil society advocates that manage or support policy dialogue and monitoring in the health sector;

f. journalists that cover the health sector;

g. international organizations staff that work on the health sector.

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

In order to take this course, participants will require:

1. Access to a standard web browser -

for Windows 98/Me/2000/XP/NT and Mac OS 9.x: MS Internet Explorer 5.0 or higher (including 6.0)

for Mac OS X 10.1: MS Internet Explorer 5.1

2. Access to the Internet (World Wide Web) with at least a 28.8 kb modem, although 56.6 kb or faster is preferred;

3. Flash 6 player (free software is included on the CD-ROM)

4. A CD-ROM drive.

INFORMATION, Application

To enter the application procedure or to receive more information, please contact Ms Jo Hindriks -

Email: jhindriks@worldbank.org

Tel.: 1-202-4736425

Fax: 1-202-6760961
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ELEMENTS OF HEALTH SYSTEM FINANCING
Course Content

BACKGROUND

When policymakers and managers debate health care financing and related organizational and managerial issues, each person involved has, more than likely, a different definition and understanding of the issues and concepts.  Consequently, while trying to improve the performance of the health system, policymakers and system managers tend to be guided by ideology, particular points of reference, experience, and intuition rather than by a systematic approach.  

The aims of financing, organizing and managing a health system, within an appropriate regulatory framework, are multiple: health; equity; containment of rising medical care costs; efficient provision or production of care; and client satisfaction.  While improved health outcomes are the ultimate goal of any health care system, other aims, equity in particular, have emerged as important in their own right, serving both health as well as other social and economic goals.

 

While health system aims are universal, their relative significance varies across nations, communities, and with time.  For example, while improving their health systems, developing communities may set improved health outcomes as the highest priority and client satisfaction from service as the lowest.  Developed communities, mainly those with relatively long life expectancies, may choose cost containment and client satisfaction as top priorities.  That is, policymakers may have different preferences and priorities, and different priority settings require specific solutions for financing, organizing and managing the health system.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course Elements of Health System Financing seeks to advance an appropriate approach by clarifying and organizing concepts, highlighting policy options, associating those options with health system performance, and sharing relevant experiences. The course will help health professionals communicate, share knowledge about what works best, and design better health policy and programs involving health financing policy.
At the end of the course participants will be able to:

a. Explain the basic concepts of health financing;

b. formulate health financing arguments using a shared common language;

c. use health finance concepts more effectively for sharing experiences, planning policy and managing operations.

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course consists of six modules, which build up to a comprehensive system to evaluate health finance reform options based on the broad aims of the health system.  The course is fully web-based.  Given the need for “just in time” training, the course is self-paced, with exercises, examples, case studies and self-tests.  Each module has a debate between to viewpoints on the topic at the end.  Participants will be asked to contribute to the debate and their entries will be archived on a discussion board.  A facilitator will monitor the board and from time to time comment on the contributions.  Participants are required to respond to one posting of a previous participant and give their own analysis of the problem.

The six modules are:

Module 1 

What Type of Public Financing is the Best?
Module 2 

How Can We Best Raise and Pool Public Funds to Finance Medical Care?
Module 3 

How Can We Best Manage and Allocate Public Funds for Medical Care?
Module 4 

How Can We Best Motivate Physicians in the Community?
Module 5 

How Can We Best Motivate Hospitals?
Module 6 

How Can We Effectively Integrate Private and Public Finance?







