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Country Diagnostic Report (CDR) - a new tool for data analysis in the ICP Tool Pack
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Diagnostic reports play a very important part in ensuring optimum data quality in ICP. The reports are used by the Regional Coordinator to prepare country-specific reports highlighting data quality problems that need to be checked by National Coordinators. This is an extension of the use of the Quaranta table in the Data Processing Module (DPM) of the Tool Pack. The Quaranta table allows the Regional Coordinator (RC) to compare country price data in a variety of metrics, such as PPPs at Basic Heading (BH) level, Variation Coefficients at the item and BH levels, Exchange Rate ratios of price (XR-ratio) and Country Unit Price Ratios (CUP-ratio). It highlights the data that fall outside certain threshold limits set by the Regional Coordinators for their region, allowing them to identify the countries, Basic Headings and specific items that appear problematic.  

The whole process of identifying and diagnosing problems at the country level can be cumbersome and time consuming. To mitigate this problem the Global Office has designed a new Country Diagnostic Report (CDR) that is automatically generated by the regional Data Processing Module (DPM) of the Tool Pack. It is expected to reduce the time taken to prepare and send data back to the National Coordinator for further verification. For example, in a region like Asia that has 23 countries participating in the ICP, manually preparing a report similar in content to the CDR may take two to three weeks. The automated process will greatly reduce the time, and also provide more specific guidance to the national coordinator about the data to be verified.
The newly designed report is in Excel format and can be run for one or more countries and for one or more basic headings at a time. The report includes one section with basic summary information from the regional Quaranta Table, for example the number of items in the BH, the period of price data used (specific quarter or month or year), imputation method, base country, PPP for BH, PLI%, etc. The country specific section includes the products under the BH, average price (in national currency), measure for that price (UoM and quantity), number of quotations, variation coefficient, XR-ratio and CUP-ratio. Metrics falling outside the threshold limits set by the Regional Coordinator for variation coefficients or for the PLI% etc. are flagged in the CDR in color and with a “?” symbol.  The main purpose of this table is to show each country’s diagnostics coming from the Quaranta table without showing the same information for the other countries to preserve country level data confidentiality.
For countries that provide individual price observations to the Regional Coordinating Office, the CDR has a special feature which displays the individual prices that contribute to a variation coefficient that are outside the thresholds set by the RC for that BH. These prices are displayed at the bottom of the report and can be viewed by clicking the item code. The CDR report has a “legend” at the bottom that explains the criteria used for flagging problems in the report. All the selected BHs for a country are put in an Excel workbook on different sheets. The Regional Coordinator is expected to review these country Excel workbooks (files) and send them to the National Coordinators as an attachment in an Email.
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