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	Question 1.  Do you support the proposal?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback


	Government
	Yes, the Bank is increasingly becoming more transparent. More information enables governments to make good policy decisions in time and work better with the Bank


	Civil Society
	Yes, in principal, the Bank is sharing more information on its projects, which is necessary to enable CSOs and citizens understand what the Bank and the government are doing and the conditions attached to lending. This  improves transparency and accountability. It also increases transparency in procurement.  The change in thinking is good, but more is needed:
· But, why the change? Is this demand driven? The Bank is only focusing/concentrating on the supply side

· What is the underpinning philosophy? Does it mean the development impact of Bank lending is still wanting?

· Definition of the country in the policy is not clear – is it the citizens or the government?



	Academia
	Yes, more information is important for research and better policy understanding. It has a positive impact because governments and Bank will take extreme caution in their policies if they know that their decisions will be disclosed to the public.



	Question 2:  Do the proposed exceptions adequately reflect the areas in which

 there is a compelling reason for confidentiality?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	No, exceptions negate the principal of maximum disclosure and it is contradictory:
· It continues the culture of secrecy by the Bank and the government, and citizens don’t know what the two discuss and agree.
· Lack of disclosure creates disconnect between the people and the government.
· There should be maximum disclosure of information. 

· The exceptions do not adequately reflect the “harm principle.”  Harm to whom?  Harmful to the Bank, or the government or the citizens?

· The proposal gives country governments a veto authority over the information that they provide to the Bank.  Failure to disclose information made available by countries to the Bank does not support increased disclosure of information and the right of citizens to know.



	Question 3:  Do the proposed exceptions balance the need for transparency and the need to protect confidential information?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	No, exceptions and discretions create possibility for abuse.
There should be clear explanation why information (listed under the exceptions) cannot be disclosed.
Yes, to a very limited extent, may be personal information about Bank employees. 



	Government
	Yes, some information should be protected and remain confidential, such as information on employees and information relating to security of the Bank.


	Private Sector
	Yes, every organization has a responsibility not to disclose information that can be harmful or destructive if shared with others.


	Question 4(i):  Do you support a uniform 20-year timeline to declassify most historical documents?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	No, information should be made available immediately to ensure citizens make informed decisions in time. 
· Bank should not be seen to be reforming just on the face of it but should undertake fundamental reforms to increase access to information.
· Work in progress should be disclosed. It is difficult to make the necessary interventions once the product or process is completed.


	Question 4(ii): Should certain documents be declassified sooner than 20 years?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	Yes.


	Question 4(iii): If so, what types of documents could be declassified at earlier intervals?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society 
	Specific agreements and conditions between the Bank and the government that are not necessarily included in project documents made available to the government.
Detailed audit and investigation reports.
Details of Board deliberations – not summaries.


	Question 5: Do you support the proposal to add project audits and annual audited project financial statement prepared by borrowers to the list of documents that the borrowers are required to disclose?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	Yes, borrowers should be compelled to disclose as much information as citizens need. There is a problem now because of laws, such as Official Secrets Act in Kenya and lack of Freedom of Information legislation.


	Question 6: Other documents prepared by member countries, related to World Bank operations, which member countries should be required to disclose?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	Security contracts – most of the corruption is in security contracts and these are not disclosed to the public but the Bank may have access to the information.


	Question 7: Other disclosure issues?



	Respondent Type
	Feedback



	Civil Society
	· Bank should address the issue of language barriers and make it mandatory to have information translated into national and local languages to increase information access to citizens; this is good practice.
· Bank should actively support civil society to improve their social accountability mechanisms.
· Bank should develop ways to simplify information being disclosed so that citizens can understand it better (information should not be in technical language).
· Methods of access – Bank should incorporate civil society and others as surrogates or agents of disclosure so that they can make the information more widely available. 
· Civil Society should sit on Bank/government procurement committees.

	Academia
	Bank should webcast board deliberations so that governments and citizens can follow proceedings as they take place. [the way parliaments are now webcasting parliamentary debate].
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