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Trade and Poverty 
Are Women the Missing Link? 
Trade liberalization creates economic opportunities, 
but women and men may not be able to take equal 
advantage of them. Direct examination of gender 
aspects of trade and poverty is a difficult research 
endeavor. Instead of forcing practitioners and policy 
makers to take an apriori position “for” or “against” 
trade liberalization, we ask: Why do we care about 
gender when assessing the impact of trade 
liberalization on poverty? Does gender matter? Can 
policy makers and the donor community do 
something about it? 
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