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Is justice an ideal, forever beyond our grasp, or something 

that may actually guide our practical decision and enhance 

our lives?  In this wide-ranging book, Amartya Sen presents an 

alternative approach to mainstream theories of justice which 

have taken us, he argues, in the wrong direction in general.

“The most important contribution to the subject since John 

Rawls’ A Theory of Justice.” 

– Hilary Putnam, Harvard University
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