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There have been three major epidemiological events in the first decade of this 

century with significant political, economic and health consequences: Severe 

Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), H5N1 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

(HPAI) and Influenza Pandemic (H1N1).  The emergence of newly infectious 

diseases that jump from the animal kingdom to the human population is likely 

to increase.  Developing countries will be hardest hit.  The 2010 United Nations 

and World Bank progress  report  is the fifth and most comprehensive in the 

series, and the first to take into account the 2009 pandemic.
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