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Event Guide

ALL ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE 
A FULL PROGRAM IS AVAILABLE AT HTTP : //ARD

� Forge and advance new partnerships 
� Showcase cutting-edge work
� Explore agriculture as an engine of growth, as an instrument of 

poverty alleviation, and as a provider of environmental services
� Debate the impact of the changing environment on our work

MARCH 2–6, 2009  •  WASHINGTON,DC
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In 2008, for the first time in 25 years, the World Bank’s  

World Development Report, Agriculture for Development, 

focused on placing this important sector at the forefront  

of the development conversation. 

Later in 2008, we experienced a meltdown in the financial, credit, and housing 
markets. We felt the strain of volatile food, fuel, and commodity prices, and the 
anxiety of a failing global economy. The Millennium Development Goal of halving 
by 2015 the proportion of people living in extreme poverty and suffering from 
hunger, had been called into question. 

The changes that have occurred since the release of Agriculture for Development 
only emphasize the importance of the role that agriculture and its priorities can play 
to trigger growth and to reduce world poverty, which is still overwhelmingly rural 
and will be so for decades to come.

The main message of the Report that resonated in a volatile 2008 and continues to 
ring true in an uncertain 2009 is that agriculture is vital for development. It is an 
engine of growth, it is a tool for poverty alleviation, and it provides us with ever 
more important environmental services.

Our challenge is to bring about a smallholder-based productivity revolution in order 
to trigger new growth. We must devise “agriculture for development” agendas for 
specific regions and countries and mobilize necessary skills, political commitments, 
and resources—not only to raise productivity but also to link farmers to markets 
and strengthen value chains, reduce vulnerability, enhance environment services 
and sustainability, and improve rural non-farm income. 

Now, in the midst of a changing world, is the time to renew the importance  
of agriculture in development.

With this, I welcome you to a provocative week of knowledge sharing and  
learning sessions—both in person and as part of an e-discussion after the event  
at www.worldbank.org/ard. We gather this week with the goal of sharpening our 
skills to anticipate the next wave of challenges, act when we can make a 
difference, and respond when our assistance is needed the most.

Juergen Voegele
Director, Agriculture and Rural Development
World Bank 
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8:00-9:00 Registration — MC Front Lobby

Breakfast — Preston Lounge

9:00-10:30 Opening Plenary — Preston Auditorium

The State of Agriculture & Rural Development 

Address by: 
Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank
short Video
Q&A Moderated by:  
Mark Cackler, Manager, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break — Preston Lounge

11:00-12:30 Plenary Session — Preston Auditorium

Agriculture in a Changing World: Challenges and Opportunities

Panel Presentation & Discussion
Opening Remarks: Katherine Sierra, Vice President, Sustainable Development, World Bank
Chair: Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank

Panelists
Honorable Agnes Kalibata, Minister of State for Agriculture, Rwanda 
Agriculture in a Changing World: Challenges and Opportunities
Ambassador Geert Aagaard Andersen, Denmark
Agriculture–The Challenge of Climate Change
David Kaimowitz, Program Officer, Environment and Development, Ford Foundation, Mexico
Black Swans, Ghosts, and Aging Academics: Missing Chapters of the World Development Report 2008

12:30-1:30 Lunch Break — Boxed lunches available in Preston Lounge

1:30-3:00 Parallel Sessions

Preston Auditorium

Experience to Date in  
Helping Clients Manage  
the Global Food Crisis

MC-13-121

Agriculture and Climate 
Change: Enhancing Resilience 
and Adaptation

MC-2-800

Large Scale Investments in 
Land: Déjà vu or New 
Development Opportunity?

3:00-3:30 Coffee Break – Preston Lounge

3:30-5:00 Preston Auditorium

Mobile Phone:  
The Future of Rural Cash? 

MC-13-121

Agriculture and Climate 
Change: Modeling and 
Managing Water from  
Basin to Nozzle

MC-2-800

Key Aspects of Land 
Sector Governance

5:00-6:00 Visit ARD Thematic Groups Fair  
— MC Atrium 

Private Sector Roundtable 
— JB1-080
Not Just About Land: Opportunities and 
Challenges in Large-scale Agro Enterprise

6:15-8:30 ARD Week Reception — MC-12-Gallery
Awards Presentation 

Day One    Monday, March 2
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Day Two   Tuesday, March 3
8:30-9:00 Breakfast — Outside JB-1-080 (Auditorium)

9:00-10:30 Plenary — JB1-080 (Auditorium)

Harnessing Science and Technology for Agriculture and Rural Development

Chair: Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank

Panelists
Robert T. Watson, Chief Scientific Adviser, Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), UK
John Barrett, Deputy Director, Food Group, Department for International Development (DfID), UK
Ren Wang, Director, Executive Secretariat, Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
Mark Holderness, Executive Secretary, Global Forum on Agricultural Research

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break — Outside JB1-080 (Auditorium)

11:00-12:30 Parallel Sessions

MC-13-121

Building Sustainable Fertilizer Markets: 
What Has Worked, What Has Not 
Worked, and What It Has All Cost

MC-2-800

Key Approaches to Getting Agricultural 
and Rural Enterprise Moving: Value 
Chains, Rural Investment Climate, and 
Doing Business

JB1-080

Carbon Finance Opportunities in the 
Agriculture Sector – How Can We 
Create the “Carbon Asset” to the 
Benefit of Smallholder Farmers?

12:30-2:00 Session for COUNTRY BASED staff with ARD Sector Board Members and HR Officer — MC “East” Dining Room
Free time for other participants

2:00-3:30 Parallel Sessions

MC-13-121

CGIAR’s Best Bet Technologies:  
From Lab to Farm 

MC-2-800

Escaping Poverty: “Milking” the 
Opportunities for Smallholder Livestock 
Producers

JB1-080

Piloting Through the Turbulence: 
Private Sector Perspectives on 
Managing Agriculture-Related Risks

3:30-4:00 Coffee Break — Outside JB1-080 (Auditorium)

4:00-5:30 Closing Plenary — JB1-080 (Auditorium)

Moving Forward: World Bank Agriculture Action Plan 

Chair: Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank

Panelists:
Robert Townsend, Senior Economist, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank
Shantayanan Devarajan, Chief Economist, Office of the Regional Vice President, Africa, World Bank
Colin Bruce, Director, Strategy & Operations, Office of the Regional Vice President, Africa, World Bank
Hartwig Schafer, Director of Strategy and Operations, Sustainable Development, World Bank

Remarks:
Christopher Delgado, Strategy & Policy Adviser, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank

concluding Remarks:
Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture & Rural Development Department, World Bank

5
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Day Three Wednesday, March 4

Day four thursday, March 5

Day Five Friday, March 6

Please join us for an e-discussion after the event at  
www.worldbank.org/ardweek2009
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8:00-9:00 
Registration 
MC Front Lobby

Breakfast 
Preston Lounge

9:00-10:30	 Preston Auditorium

The State of Agriculture  
& Rural Development

Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture  
and Rural Development, World Bank 

Short Video
Question and Answer

Moderator: 

Mark Cackler, Sector Manager, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, World Bank

Panelists:

Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank 
Adolfo Brizzi, Sector Manager, Agriculture  
and Rural Development, South Asia Region,  
World Bank
Karen Mcconnell Brooks, Sector Manager, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Africa,  
World Bank
Luis Constantino, Sector Manager, Sustainable 
Development, Middle East and North Africa,  
World Bank 
Rahul Raturi, Sector Manager, 
Rural Development, Natural Resources  
and the Environment, East Asia and Pacific, 
World Bank
Ethel Sennhauser, Sector Manager, Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, World Bank
Dina Umali-Deininger, Sector Manager, 
Sustainable Development, Europe and Central Asia, 
World Bank

10:30-11:00	 Preston Lounge
Coffee Break

11:00-12:30	 Preston Auditorium

Agriculture in a Changing World: 
Challenges and Opportunities

In 2008, we experienced a meltdown in  
the financial, credit, and housing markets.  
We felt the stress of volatile food, fuel, and 
commodity prices, and the impact of a damaged 
global economy. In 2009, the potential for agri-
culture to reduce vulnerabilities and encourage 
economic growth has never been more 
important. In this plenary session a panel of 
experts will present their views on what the 
future holds for agriculture and rural development 
in developing countries. They will explore major 
threats to achieving food security and agricultural 
growth; outline opportunities for keeping agri-
culture at the forefront of the international 
agenda, and identify new approaches and new 
knowledge that could inform our work in this 
volatile time. The presentations will be followed 
by an opportunity for debate.

Opening Remarks: 

Katherine Sierra, Vice President, Sustainable 
Development, World Bank

Chair: 

Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, World Bank 

Panelists: 
Agriculture In A Changing World:  
Challenges and Opportunities
Honorable Agnes Kalibata, Minister of State 
for Agriculture, Rwanda

Agriculture — the Challenge of Climate Change
Ambassador Geert Aagaard Andersen, Head of 
the Department of Environment and Sustainable 
Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Denmark 

Black Swans, Ghosts, and Aging Academics: 
Missing Chapters of the World Development 
Report 2008
David Kaimowitz, Program Officer, Environment 
and Development, Ford Foundation

Question and Answer

Plenary Sessions	 9:00-12:30
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12:30-1:30	 Preston Lounge

Lunch Break 
Boxed Lunches Will Be Provided

1:30-3:00	 Preston Auditorium

Experience to Date in Helping Clients  
Manage the Global Food Crisis

On May 29th, 2008, the World Bank Board of Executive 
Directors approved the Global Food Crisis Response Program 
(GFRP), a $1.2 billion rapid financing facility to address imme-
diate needs arising from the food crisis. Since its inception in 
May, there have been World Bank Board-approved GFRP 
operations in 30 countries. The existing GFRP pipeline 
includes operations in another dozen or so countries. This 
session will bring together for the first time regional staff 
from a selection of the projects approved under GFRP to 
begin to assess the experiences to date, and results 
achieved, in helping clients meet immediate food prices 
imperatives and in facilitating the transition to viable longer 
term solutions.

Chair: 
Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank

Panelists:

David Nabarro, UN Assistant Secretary-General  
and Coordinator of the Task Force on the Global  
Food Security Crisis
Christopher Delgado, Strategy and Policy Adviser, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank
Oscar Chemerinski, Director, Agribusiness, IFC
Benu Bidani, Lead Economist and Sector Leader, Poverty 
Reduction and Economic Management, World Bank (tbc)
Bekzod Shamsiev, Senior Agricultural Economist, 
Sustainable Development, Europe and Central Asia,  
World Bank 
Anush Bezhanyan, Country Sector Coordinator, Human 
Development Sector Unit, World Bank 
Achim Fock, Senior Economist, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Africa Region, World Bank
Jane Hopkins, Senior Agricultural Economist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Africa Region, World Bank 
Vera Songwe, Adviser, Managing Director’s Office, World Bank
Mona Sur, Senior Economist, Agricultural and Rural 
Development, World Bank 

1:30-3:00	 MC 13-121

Agriculture and Climate Change:  
Enhancing Resilience and Adaptation

This session will provide participants with insights to the 
Rockefeller Foundation’s (RF) Climate Change Resilience 
Initiative, which aims to develop the ability of communities to 
manage and plan for the inevitable effects of climate change 
and to make sure that planning includes the most vulnerable 
citizens. Since building resilience requires actions on multiple 
levels and scales, the Foundation expects to partner on the 
Initiative with governments, other foundations and donors, 
NGOs, and groups from the private sector. More specifically, 
the focus will be on RF’s support to assess climate threats in 
Africa, especially to staple food crops at a country level, with 
the end goal of helping prioritize investments in agricultural 
development and food security under a changing climate. The 

second part of the session will focus on the significant 
biological/technical potential for GHG mitigation within agri-
culture through both emissions reductions and removals of 
CO2 (with increasing storage of C in soils and biomass on 
agriculture land). The dominant component (about 80 percent) 
of this potential is associated with soil C sequestration in 
cropland and grazing lands and restoration of degraded lands 
in developing countries. There is strong consensus based on 
robust empirical datasets that enhancing soil organic carbon 
contents of soils can improve land, water, and crop produc-
tivity as well as enhance the adaptive capacity of the land 
against climate-related shocks.

Chair: 

Inger Andersen, Director, Sustainable Development, Africa, 
World Bank

Panelists: 
Gary H. Toenniessen, Managing Director,  
The Rockefeller Foundation
Keith Paustian, Professor of Soil Ecology, Department of Soil 
and Crop Sciences and Senior Research Scientist, Natural 
Resources Ecology Laboratory (NREL), Colorado State 
University, Fort Collins

1:30-3:00	 MC 2-800

Large Scale Investments in Land: 
Déjà vu or New Development Opportunity?

Acquisition of use or ownership rights to large areas of land for 
production of agricultural commodities, forest, or provision of 
environmental amenities (but excluding mining) by large 
investors has recently attracted considerable interest. A combi-
nation of higher and more volatile global commodity prices, polit-
ically motivated demand for bio-fuels, population growth and 
urbanization, as well as overall economic development is likely 
to imply that this will be of continued importance in the future. 

The objective of this session is to present the concept 
underlying a study on large-scale acquisition of land rights for 
agricultural or natural resource-based use, share some prelim-
inary findings and discuss the implications of such large scale 
land acquisitions for forestry (the spillover effect/indirect 
effects). The study aims to inventory the extent to which large 
scale land acquisition is occurring in rural areas, the policy 
contexts within which it is occurring, and the economic under-
pinnings of such acquisitions. We have invited a distinguished 
set of panelists to share their perspectives on this issue and its 
linkages to forests. The idea is to discuss in addition to the 
impact of such acquisitions on land and poverty, its indirect 
effects on forests and forest dependent people and also how 
this is linked to issues of forest governance. This session would 
then lead into the discussion on land governance which will be 
covered during the Land Session which follows later in the day.

Chair: 

Gerhard Dieterle, Forests Advisor, Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department, World Bank 

Panelists:

Derek Byerlee, Member, Science Council, CGIAR
Steven Schonberger, Lead Operations Officer, Rural 
Development, Natural Resources and the Environment,  
East Asia and the Pacific, World Bank
Malcolm Childress, Senior Land Administration Specialist, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, World Bank

3:00-3:30	 Preston Lounge
Coffee Break

Parallel Sessions — 1:30-3:00
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3:30-5:00		  Preston Auditorium

Mobile Phone: The Future of Rural Cash?

The overall goal of this parallel session will be to present  
experiences with the design and/or implementation of a mobile 
technology by Safaricom/Vodafone to achieve a wide rural 
outreach in East Africa. Bank staff will be given the opportunity 
to learn Safaricom/Vodafone’s good practices and also any major 
issues they face, especially from client side. Representatives 
from CGAP and Western Union will be on the panel. The presen-
tation will advise, discuss strategies and success factors, and 
make recommendations to countries wanting to replicate and/or 
scale up the mobile technology systems discussed. The target 
audience will be mainly World Bank Task Team Leaders (TTLs) 
who are working on livelihood and rural development projects 
and programs and who are, almost invariably, faced with the lack 
of access to financial services for their target beneficiaries. 

Moderator: Renate Kloeppinger-Todd, Advisor for Rural Finance, 
Agriculture and Rural Development Department, World Bank

Panelist: Susie Lonie, Developer and Marketing Specialist, 
Safaricom/Vodafone

3:30-5:00	 MC 13-121

Agriculture and Climate Change: Modeling 
and Managing Water from Basin to Nozzle

Climate change will impact water quantity and quality at 
surface and sub-surface zones and from field to basin scales. 
Developing quantitative approaches to measuring and modeling 
water fluxes and evapotranspiration will be key to developing 
predictive assessments and scenarios that will facilitate the 
proactive management of land, crops, and natural vegetation 
for optimal water flows, storage, and irrigation. This session 
will bring together leading researchers to present and discuss 
cutting edge scientific approaches to model and manage water 
in the face of increasing variability and uncertainty due to 
climate change. Participants will learn about state of the art and 
field tested measurement and modeling approaches to surface 
and groundwater fluxes as well as emerging evapotranspiration 
remote sensing technologies that will transform irrigation prac-
tices and water use efficiency in agriculture in the next decade.

Chair: Abel Mejia, Sector Manager, Engery, Transport and 
Water, World Bank

Panelists: 

Bridget Scanlon, Senior Research Scientist, Bureau of 
Economic Geology, Jackson School of Geosciences, University 
of Texas at Austin
Prasanna Gowda, Agricultural Engineer, USDA
Jeffrey Richey, Professor, School of Oceanography,  
University of Washington

3:30-5:00	 MC-2-800

Key Aspects of Land Sector Governance

The importance of a well governed land sector, characterized by  
(i) a legal and institutional framework that helps to establish and 
enforce property rights to land and resolve conflict regarding such 
rights; (ii) availability of reliable information on land rights at 
low-cost to allow verification of ownership and use of land as 
collateral; and (iii) regulations to avoid undesirable effects from 

action by private parties or the state is increasingly recognized to 
be an essential part of developing countries’ institutional envi-
ronment. The session will present a general framework to analyze 
this and results from its application in four countries, followed by 
examples on how development partners incorporate this issue 
into their activities. 

Chair: Jolyne Sanjak, Managing Director, Millennium  
Challenge Corporation

Panelists/Discussants:

Land Governance in a Country Context: The Case of Liberia
Amos Sawyer, Head of Governance Commission and Former 
President, Government of Liberia 

Comparing Land Governance Across Countries: Framework  
and Pilot Results
Tony Burns, Managing Director, Land Equity International 
Klaus Deininger, Land Tenure Advisor, Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department, World Bank

Integrating Land Governance Into Support at the Country Level
Joan Kagwanja, Economic Affairs Officer, United Nations 
Economic Commission on Africa
Albert Engel, Director, Division for Agriculture, Fisheries,  
and Food, GTZ
Paul Munro-Faure, Chief, Land Management Unit, FAO

5:00-6:00	 MC Atrium

Agriculture and Rural Development 
Thematic Groups Fair

5:00-6:00	 JB-1-080

Private Sector Roundtable

Not Just About Land: Opportunities and 
Challenges in Large-scale Agroenterprise

While the recent upsurge in land acquisition is viewed mostly as a 
problem by critics, it also represents an opportunity to deliver to 
developing countries significant financial resources, productive 
infrastructure, modern technology, and better access to market, 
not to mention jobs and income. Yet realization of such benefits 
requires that everything be done properly, throughout the program 
and project cycle. Drawing on real-life experiences of seasoned 
agribusiness executives who have been involved in large-scale 
fruit and vegetable, cut flower, plantation crop and other agroen-
terprises in developing countries, this session will explore: (i) what 
agro-investors look for in choosing whether, where and how to 
start a new venture; (ii) their decision-making process; (iii) what 
they expect from government; and (iv) pitfalls to avoid.

Chair: Alzbeta Klein, Manager, Agribusiness, IFC (tbc)

Panelists: 

Henry Win Winogrond, Consultant 
Mike Burness, Vice President of Quality Management  
and Food Safety, Chiquita Brands International (tbc)
Andrew Hamilton, Senior Industry Specialist, Agribusiness, IFC

MC-12 – Gallery
Awards Presentation 

9

Parallel Sessions — 3:30-5:00

ARD Week Reception — 6:15-830

Parallel ActivitieS — 5:00-6:00
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8:30-9:00	 JB1-080
Breakfast

9:00-10:30	 JB1-080

Harnessing Science and 
Technology for Agriculture and 
Rural Development

The session will present the findings and recom-
mendations of the International Assessment of 
Agricultural Science and Technology for 
Development (IAASTD). Dr. Robert T. Watson, 
the Director of the Assessment, will make a 
presentation on the process and outcomes of 
the report as they relate to emerging devel-
opment challenges such as the food, fuel and 
energy crisis. Dr. Ren Wang, Director, CGIAR 
Secretariat, will discuss CGIAR’s R&D work in 
view of the IAASTD outcomes, as well as the 
CGIAR change process. Dr. John Barrett, Deputy 
Director, Food Group, DfID, will address the 
IAASTD in relation to the recently published DfID 
research strategy.

Chair: Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture  
and Rural Development Department,  
World Bank

Panelists: 

Robert T. Watson, Chief Scientific Adviser, 
Department of Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, UK
John Barrett, Deputy Director, Food Group, 
Policy and Research Division, DfID
Ren Wang, Director, CGIAR Secretariat
Mark Holderness, Executive Secretary, Global 
Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR)

10:30-11:00   JB1-080 (outside of auditorium)
Coffee Break 

11:00-12:30	MC -13-121

Building Sustainable Fertilizer 
Markets: What Has Worked,  
What Has Not Worked, and  
What It Has All Cost

In response to the global food price crisis, 
governments in many developing countries have 
launched emergency food production programs 
that include initiatives designed to promote 
increased use of fertilizer, often with the help of 
subsidies. This session will examine what we 
know about promoting increased fertilizer use. It 
will focus on what has worked, what has not 
worked, and what it has all cost. Presentations 
will cover long-term prospects for global fertilizer 
markets, emerging evidence on the cost-effec-
tiveness of different approaches to promoting 
fertilizer use, views of a senior African policy 
maker on what the Bank can do to help support 
national fertilizer programs, and a brief review of 
ongoing Bank operations that include fertilizer 
promotion components. The presentations will 
be followed by a moderated question and 
answer session.

Chair: Mark Cackler, Sector Manager, Agriculture 
and Rural Development,  
World Bank

Panelists: 

	 Amit Roy, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, International Fertilizer Development 
Center (IFDC)
Honorable Dr. Agnes Kalibata, Minister of 
State for Agriculture, Rwanda
David Rohrbach, Senior Agricultural 
Economist, Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Africa, World Bank
Andrew Dorward, Professor of Development 
Economics and Director of the Centre for 
Development, Environment, and Policy, School 
of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London
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Parallel Sessions  11:00 – 12:30 
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11:00-12:30	MC -2-800

Key Approaches to Getting Agricultural 
and Rural Enterprise Moving: Value  
Chains, Rural Investment Climate,  
and Doing Business

Alleviation of poverty and hunger depends greatly on rural 
economic growth, which in turn is driven by both agricultural 
growth and non-farm rural enterprise, which interact with 
each other in the rural space. While value chains play an 
increasingly important role in all forms of enterprise, their 
productivity and competitiveness can be affected positively 
or adversely by the enabling environment. This session will 
explore: (i) approaches to value chain development, using as 
examples the cotton complex for World Bank work and fresh 
produce for GTZ; (ii) the World Bank’s on-going Rural 
Investment Climate work, now entering a third phase; and (iii) 
a new joint effort by the ARD and IFC on Doing Business in 
Agriculture, which has been submitted to the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation for substantial funding.

Chair: John Lamb, Senior Agribusiness Team Leader, 
Agriculture and Rural Development Department, World Bank

Panelists: 

Patrick Labaste, Lead Agricultural Economist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development Department, Africa, World Bank
Christian Henckes, Head of Agriculture and Food, GTZ
Naotaka Sawada, Consultant, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank
Simeon Djankov, Chief Economist, Finance and Private 
Sector Development, World Bank 
Dr. Amin Babandi, National Coordinator, Commercial 
Agriculture Development Program, Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water Resources, Nigeria

11:00-12:30	 JB 1-080

Carbon Finance Opportunities in the 
Agriculture Sector: How Can We Create the 
“Carbon Asset” to the Benefit of 
Smallholder Farmers?

Agriculture accounts for an estimated 12 percent of total 
global anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs). 
However, agriculture has the potential to become a signif-
icant contributor to better management of GHGs. A particu-
larly promising approach is soil carbon sequestration through 
adoption of sustainable agricultural land management prac-
tices, which can lead to productivity growth and enhanced 
climate resilience. The session will (i) discuss the significance 
of the agricultural GHG mitigation potential; (ii) explore how 
this potential can be operationalized to the benefit of small-
holder farmers; and (iii) discuss future market opportunities 
for agricultural carbon assets.

Chair: Johannes Woelcke, Economist, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Africa, World Bank

Panelists:

Pete Smith, Royal Society Wolfson Professor of Soils and 
Global Change, University of Aberdeen, Scotland
Ken Newcombe, Founder & CEO, C-Quest Capital, LLC (CQC)
David Neil Bird, Joanneum Research
Timm Tennigkeit, Terrestrial Carbon Finance, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences and the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF)
Bo Lager, Programme Director, Swedish Cooperative Centre 
and Vi Agroforestry

12:30-2:00     MC East Dining Room

Session for COUNTRY BASED staff with 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Sector Board Members and Human 
Resources Officer

*Free time for other participants
 

2:00-3:30 	 MC-13-121

CGIAR’s Best Bet Technologies:  
From Lab to Farm

In this session Rodomiro Ortiz from the CGIAR Center 
Alliance will present the ‘best bet’ technologies that CGIAR 
has generated, which could be quickly taken into use in 
Sub-Saharan Africa to improve crop productivity. The opportu-
nities to use the DONATA platform of FARA to disseminate 
these technologies will be discussed by Sidi Sanyang from 
FARA. Lucy Muchoki, the Chair of the African Agribusiness 
Association, will explore the opportunities to use commercial 
channels to make these technologies available to farmers. 
Josette Lewis from USAID will contextualize the discussion 
in a broader research and development continuum and two 
World Bank operational staff, Willem Janssen and David 
Nielson will give a World Bank operational perspective. 

Chair: Indira Ekanayake, Senior Agriculturalist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Latin America and Caribbean, World Bank

Panelists/Discussants: 

Rodomiro Ortiz, Director of Resource Mobilization, CIMMYT
Sidi Sanyang, Director, Regional Policy and Markets, FARA
Lucy Muchoki, CEO, Biop Company
Josette Lewis, Director, Office of Agriculture, USAID
David Nielson, Lead Agriculture Services Specialist, Africa, 
World Bank
Willem Janssen, Lead Agriculturalist, Latin America and 
Caribbean, World Bank

2:00-3:30 MC-2-800

Escaping Poverty: “Milking” Opportunities 
for Smallholder Livestock Producers

This session will examine the policy decisions, investment 
choices, combined with opportunities for innovative public-
private linkages, that will potentially shape livestock sector 
development in developing countries over the next decade.

Drawing on examples from the dairy and meat sectors, this 
session will explore opportunities to increase smallholders’ 
participation in livestock value chains. It will also examine 
critical success factors and the most suitable roles for public 
and private investment, and the potential of public-private 
partnerships. The discussion will address a number of cross-
cutting issues, including gender, environment, and gover-
nance based on a variety of experiences in Africa, Asia, and 
Eastern Europe. These experiences illustrate how a private 
sector-driven, value-chain approach can be used to inform the 
scale and use of investment funds. 

Chair: Jimmy Smith, Senior Livestock Specialist, Agriculture 
and Rural Development, World Bank

Parallel Sessions	 2:00 – 3:30
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Panelists: 

Bradley Buck, Director, Business and Practice Expansion, 
Land O’Lakes  
Jim De Vries, Executive Vice President of Programs,  
Heifer International
Nancy Morgan, Senior Economist, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank 
Cornelis de Haan, Consultant, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank

2:00-3:30 	 JB 1-080

Piloting Through the Turbulence: Private 
Sector Perspectives on Managing 
Agriculture-Related Risks

In recent years there has been growing attention to  
agriculture-related risks among national governments, agri-
business companies, international agencies, financial institu-
tions, producer associations, and consumer organizations. 
High volatility in food and energy prices, periodic food safety 
‘crises’, outbreaks of pests and diseases, adverse weather 
events, and growing concerns about the environmental foot 
print of globalized supply chains are among the various trends 
and shocks influencing government policies and private sector 
strategies. This session will provide selected private sector 
perspectives on the varied risks inherent in sourcing commod-
ities from developing countries and on approaches to 
managing these risks.

Chair: Dina Umali-Deininger, Sector Manager, Sustainable 
Development, Europe and Central Asia, World Bank

3:30-4:00	 JB1-080 (outside of auditorium)
Coffee Break 

4:00-5:30	 JB1-080

Moving Forward: World Bank Agriculture 
Action Plan

Following the World Development Report 2008: Agriculture 
for Development and the onset of the food crisis, the World 
Bank committed to scale up support for agriculture. Specific 
corporate scale-up targets were set for Africa and globally. 
The expiration of the last Rural Development Strategy: 
Reaching the Rural Poor (2003-07), has prompted requests 
from the World Bank Board and Senior Management for 
clarity on our plan for scale-up. In response, a World Bank 
Group Agriculture Action Plan (FY10-12) is being prepared to 
translate these corporate commitments into actions on the 
ground. This session will present and discuss the proposed 
action plan, drawing on chief economist, country director, and 
sector staff perspectives and feedback.

Chair: Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank

Panelists: 

Robert Townsend, Senior Economist, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank
Shantayanan Devarajan, Chief Economist, Africa,  
World Bank
Colin Bruce, Director, Strategy and Operations, Africa,  
World Bank
Hartwig Schafer, Director of Strategy and Operations, 
Sustainable Development, World Bank

ReMarks: 

Christopher Delgado, Strategy and Policy Adviser, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank

concluding remarks: 

 Juergen Voegele, Director, Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department, World Bank
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WED, March 4

8:30-4:30 MC-2-800
Pre-Registration Required

Clinic on Economic Analysis of 
Agriculture Projects

The event will refresh ARD staff thinking on 
approaches to economic analysis of projects with 
emphasis on (1) economic aspects of project 
analysis, (2) identifying project costs and 
benefits, and (3) measures of project worth. It 
will also clarify the concept of (1) economic effi-
ciency and (2) sustainability, and the relationships 
between them. It will rapidly cover in particular 
(a) what economic efficiency does and does not 
address; (b) different working definitions of long-
term sustainability; and (c) linkages between effi-
ciency and sustainability, including controversies 
over discount rates for long-term benefits and 
costs and how sustainability might be incorpo-
rated into economic analysis of projects or 
policies. The event will also review contemporary 
challenges to doing good-quality economic 
analysis of agricultural projects and discuss the 
incentives that prevail in the Bank for undertaking 
cogent economic analyses.

Chair: Jock Anderson, Consultant, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, World Bank

Panelists:	

Pedro Belli, Consultant
Michael Toman, Lead Research Economist, 
Development Research Group, World Bank
Mona Sur, Senior Economist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, World Bank 
Johannes Woelcke, Economist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Africa, World Bank 
Josef Loening , Economist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Africa, World Bank
Gretel Gambarelli, Environmental Economist, 
Environment Department, 
World Bank 

8:30-1:00	 MC-C1-200
Pre-Registration Required

A2F* for Rural Livelihoods: Design 
and Implementation Challenges
*Access to Finance

The World Bank has several stand alone rural 
finance projects and others that have a rural 
finance component or activity. The ultimate goal 
of these projects is to promote provision of 
sustainable financial services to rural individuals, 
households, and enterprises — for the farm and 
non farm communities. This objective can be 
achieved if project are designed with appro-
priate instruments and implementation mecha-
nisms. This session will explore with Bank task 
teams: (i) recognized best practices and range 
of institutional options (ii) common obstacles 
that Bank task teams face during implemen-
tation and provide advice on how to address 
them. 

Chair: Renate Kloeppinger-Todd, Advisor for 
Rural Finance, Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department, World Bank

Panelists: 

Henry K Bagazonzya, Senior Financial Sector 
Specialist, Finance and Private Sector 
Development, South Asia, World Bank
Qazi Azmat Isa, Senior Rural Development 
Specialist, Agriculture and Rural Development, 
South Asia, World Bank
Ingo Wiederhofer, Senior Operations Officer, 
Social Development, East Asia and the 
Pacific,World Bank

13
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8:30-1:00	 JB1-080 (Auditorium)
Pre-Registration Required

Factoring Governance and Forest-Dependent 
Poor into Climate Change Activities

The past two years have seen impressive international advocacy 
and consensus-building regarding addressing climate change. 
The emerging framework for negotiations incorporates miti-
gation of climate change including, for the first time, consider-
ation of reducing emissions from deforestation, sustainable 
forest management, reforestation, afforestation, and forest and 
land degradation, adaptation, technology development and 
transfer, and provision of financial resources in support of devel-
oping countriesí actions. These developments present a unique 
opportunity to using forests to address climate change. Success 
will be underpinned by ensuring that key considerations asso-
ciated with sustainable forest management are taken into 
account — specifically the role forests play in poverty alleviation 
and the importance of good forest governance. 

This training offers task managers in the region and anchor a set of 
tools and lessons to mainstream poverty and forest governance 
considerations into policies, initiatives and activities on forest-based 
mitigation and adaptation to climate change. More specifically, the 
training will focus on using the poverty-forests linkages toolkit and 
designing and implementing a national action plan for improved 
forest governance, and share lessons from the field. 

Chair: Gerhard Dieterle, Forests Adviser, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank

Panelists: 
Neil Bird, Research Fellow in the Forest Policy and 
Environment Program, ODI
Tuukka Castrén, Senior Forestry Specialist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development, World Bank
Diji Chandrasekharan Behr, Natural Resources Economist, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank
Peter Dewees, Lead Environment Specialist, Sustainable 
Development, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, World Bank
Cornelius Kazoora, Director, Sustainable Development 
Center, Makarere University, Uganda
Nalin Kishor, Senior Natural Resources Economist, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank

Side Event

12:30 – 2:00	MC -6-100

Sustainable Agricultural Systems, 
Knowledge and Institutions Thematic Group 
Retreat

2:00-5:00 	 MC9-100

Learning from Landscapes: Tools for Engaging 
Stakeholders in Assessing Production, 
Conservation, and Livelihood Outcomes

The workshop will engage members of the ARD Family in 
considering innovative and practical ways to engage stake-
holders in assessing the performance of landscapes where 
goals for biodiversity and ecosystem service conservation, 
livelihood security and sustainable agriculture production are 
being pursued. Participants will become familiar with land-
scape scale approaches, performance criteria, indicators and 
measurement tools for integrating production, conservation 
and livelihood outcomes. They will learn to navigate the 
Landscape Measures Resource Center (LMRC) and to partic-
ipate in its ongoing development. They will gain experience in 
using the ‘landscape measures scorecard’ and be introduced 

to other measurement tools. Finally, they will consider possi-
bilities for on-going learning about landscape measures 
approaches and methods.

Chair: Erick Fernandes, Adviser and Focal Point on Agriculture and 
Climate Change, Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank

Panelists: 

Louise E. Buck, Senior Extension Associate, Cornell University 
Sara J. Scherr, Founder & President, Ecoagriculture Partners

2:30-5:00	 MC-13-121

Tracking Results with Imperfect Data

Supporting and building capacity for collecting data, selecting 
appropriate indicators, and establishing M&E systems in countries 
with less-than-ideal conditions is a development challenge in the 
agriculture and rural development (ARD) sector. This session 
presents two initiatives undertaken by the World Bank and the 
international community to address the ARD data challenge. The 
first is the sourcebook, Tracking Results in Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Less-than-ideal Conditions, recently published by 
the Global Donor Platform for Rural Development (GDPRD), FAO, 
and the World Bank. The second, currently underway, builds on 
the first initiative to Develop a Strategic Plan to Improve 
Agricultural Statistics — a plan for integrating an internationally 
accepted minimum (or core) set of agriculture and rural statistics 
into national and international statistical systems. Once agreed to, 
the plan will be presented for ratification by the United Nations 
Statistical Commission in February 2010. The hope is that UN 
member countries will systematically collect these core agricul-
tural statistics and adopt a minimum set of indicators for ARD.

Chair: Christoph Kohlmeyer, Chair, Global Donor Platform for 
Rural Development

Panelists/Discussants: 

Naman Keita, Senior Statistician, FAO
Fred Vogel, Consultant; retired Senior Statistician at the World 
Bank and USDA 
Mary Bohman, Director, Resource and Rural Economics 
Divsions, Economic Research Service, USDA
Brian Baldwin, Co-Chair, Global Donor Platform for Rural 
Development
Robert Townsend, Senior Economist, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank.

5:00-6:30 	 MC-C1-200
Presentation with Reception to Follow

Finance for Farms and Rural Entrepreneurs: 
Agricultural Support Facility. 
A partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

The Agricultural Finance Support Facility (AFSF) — will support 
the replication or scaling-up of profitable rural finance business 
models and the generation of knowledge and learning about 
these models. About half of the program will be implemented 
in Africa and the remaining in South Asia, East Asia, and 
Middle East and North Africa. AFSF will complement major 
World Bank investments in these Regions and cultivate the 
ground for future Bank supported rural finance projects. This 
session will provide detailed information about the compo-
nents and implementation arrangements of the Facility. 

Chair: Renate Kloeppinger-Todd, Advisor for Rural Finance, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank

Panelists: Ajai Nair, Consultant, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank
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THUR, March 5

8:30-5:00	 JB1-080 (Auditorium)
Pre-Registration Required

Impact Evaluation of  
Land-Related Projects

Despite a heated debate on the benefits from land 
titling sparked by H. deSoto, evidence on credit- 
related effects in the literature is quite limited. Also, 
there are a number of new promising approaches 
to land registration short of full title that have not 
yet been rigorously evaluated. The session will 
familiarize World Bank Task Team Leaders (TTLs) 
with new approaches to impact evaluation and 
demonstrate how these can be applied to land- 
related projects by discussing examples of ongoing 
and planned impact evaluations in this area.

Chair: Klaus Deininger, Land Tenure Advisor, 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department, World Bank

8:30-4:30	 MC-13-121
Pre-Registration Required

Agricultural Extension Within an 
Innovation System

This training session will update the knowledge 
and understanding of World Bank Task Team 
Leaders (TTLs) about the need for a major 
paradigm shift in transforming agricultural 
extension systems. Agricultural extension 
systems during the 20th century focused on tech-
nology transfer. To improve rural livelihoods, 
however, there must be a paradigm shift toward a 
more decentralized, farmer-led, and market-driven 
extension system that functions effectively in a 
wider agricultural innovation system. This 
approach concentrates on “process innovations” 
that both intensify and diversify farming systems 
and support the interface among diverse actors. 
This approach has been successfully imple-
mented in countries such as China, India, 
Indonesia, and Malawi. This session will illustrate 
the key features and requirements, including 
investments and institutional changes, of this new 
extension approach and highlight case studies 
presented by the panelists. 

Chair: Riikka Rajalahti, Senior Agricultural 
Specialist, Agriculture and Rural Development, 
World Bank

Panelists:

Indira Ekanayake Senior Agriculturalist, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Latin 
America and Caribbean, World Bank
Augusto Garcia, Senior Operations Officer, 
Sustainable Development, Latin America and 
Caribbean, World Bank
Bob Rabatsky, Vice President, Fintrac, Inc.
Burton Swanson, Consultant 
Hardwick Tchale, Agricultural Economist, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Africa, 
World Bank

9:00-4:00 	 H-1-200

Getting the Most from Food: 
Synergies Between Environmental 
Health, Climate Change, and Human 
Nutrition

Jointly presented by the Agriculture and Rural 
Development (ARD), Environment (ENV),Health, 
Nutrition and Population (HNP) and Water 
(ETWWA) Anchors 

The climate crisis suggests that agricultural 
productivity in some regions of the world will be 
severely affected. Hence, policies and other 
measures to increase agricultural productivity are 
important for developing countries. However, 
improving efficiency in food production is only 
one side of the coin. Improving efficiency in terms 
of how the body takes in nutrients is equally 
important. Recent research shows clearly that half 
of malnutrition is caused by poor sanitation and 
hygiene rather than lack of food. This workshop 
aims to present the related science to show how 
we can derive the most benefit from our food and 
to initiate a dialogue across several sectors to 
discuss how the World Bank can act in a more 
integrated way to respond to the impact of 
climate change on human nutrition. 

Chair: Kulsum Ahmed, Lead Environmental 
Specialist, Environment Department,  
World Bank
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Side Event
9:00 – 3:00	 MC-C1-200

Rural Livelihoods Group Retreat

9:00-12:00	 MC-2-800

Assessing and Addressing Agricultural 
Risks: Principles, Tools, and Instruments

The recent sharp upward and downward movements in food 
and other commodity prices, periodic food safety ‘crises’, the 
outbreak and spread of pests and diseases, adverse weather 
events, and growing concerns about climate change and the 
environmental footprint of agriculture are among the many 
shocks and/or emerging trends that are raising the profile of 
agricultural risk among policy-makers, farmer and consumer 
groups, the private sector, and development assistance organi-
zations. Developing country stakeholders are seeking advice to 
better understand this more complex environment of risk and 
the range of potentially more effective and sustainable risk 
management measures. 

This knowledge-sharing session will: (i) inform rural devel-
opment and other staff about emerging approaches for 
assisting WB clients to assess agriculture-related risks and to 
identify suitable risk management measures---in the contexts 
of project identification, AAA strategy/ competitiveness work, 
policy dialogues, and disaster mitigation planning; and (ii) 
provide illustrative examples of the applications of these 
assessment tools and selected interventions, at micro, meso/
area, and macro levels. 

Chair: Steven Jaffee, Lead Economist, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank

Panelists:

William Dick, Consultant, World Bank
Joanna Syroka, Consultant, Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department, World Bank
Marc Sadler, Senior Agriculture Economist, Agriculture and 
Rural Development Department, World Bank
Erin Bryla, Consultant, Agriculture and Rural Development, 
World Bank
Christoph Pusch, Lead Specialist, Disaster Management, 
Urban, Water, and Sanitation, South Asia 

12:00-2:00	 MC-9-100

Gender Sourcebook at Work

The luncheon discussion will address the status of gender inte-
gration in rural portfolio and present the Gender Action Plan 
and World Bank Group President Zoellick’s targets on gender 
in agriculture. We will also engage in a dialogue with technical 
staff and task managers on the challenges, needs, and sugges-
tions on how to move forward. 

In addition to the presentations by Poverty Reduction and 
Economic Management Gender and Development Group and 
Agriculture and Rural Development, the luncheon event will 
present experiences and challenges of the recent gender 
integration in Kosovo land project as a pilot testing activity of 
the Gender in Agriculture Sourcebook. We will also hear from 
other partners how they strengthen gender-responsiveness 
of their operations.

Chair: Maria C. Correia, Program Manager & Chair of the 
Gender and Rural Development (GENRD) Thematic Group, 
World Bank

Panelists: 

Adyline Waafas Ofosu-Amaah, Senior Gender Specialist, 
Gender and Development, World Bank
Natalia Gomez, Rural Development Specialist, Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Latin America and Caribbean, 
World Bank
Victoria Stanley, Operations Officer and Land Administration 
Specialist, Sustainable Development, Europe and Central 
Asia, World Bank
Tony Lamb, Consultant 
Josette Lewis, Director, Office of Agriculture, USAID 

3:00-4:30	 MC-9-100

Practical Steps for Tracking and  
Monitoring Progress on GFRP Projects

This session will provide an opportunity for discussion 
amongst World Bank Task Team Leaders (TTLs) and quality 
control managers on practical steps and indicators for tracking 
progress and monitoring results of Global Food Price Response 
(GFRP) projects. 

Chairs: Randall Purcell, Senior Rural Development Specialist, 
Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank

3:00-5:00	MC -C1-100

What Should the Bank Group Be Doing  
to Foster Agricultural Growth in My Part Of 
the World? Giving Voice to Staff in the IEG 
Agriculture Evaluation During ARD Week

 The Independent Evaluation Group (IEG) is currently under-
taking an Evaluation of World Bank Group’s Support for 
Agriculture and Agribusiness. The evaluation will try to identify 
the key determinants of performance, good practices, and 
lessons that can help inform the World Bank Group’s 
engagement in the agriculture sector in the years to come. 
During this session, members of the evaluation team will share 
some preliminary findings. Come share your views on the chal-
lenges of implementing agricultural interventions in your region.

Chair: Nalini Kumar, Senior Evaluation Officer,  
Sector Evaluations, World Bank
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Geert Aagaard Andersen
Ambassador, Environment and 
Sustainable Development, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Denmark 
Geert Aagaard Anderson has served in a 
number of important capacities for the 
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
including Head of Department, 
Environment and Sustainable 
Development Ambassador, Royal Danish 
Embassy in Jakarta, and Head of 
Departments for Humanitarian Affairs, 
East and West Africa, the Planning 
Department, and Ambassador at the 
Royal Danish Embassy in Kampala, 
Uganda. He holds an MSc in Economics 
from Aarhus University in Denmark.                                 

Kulsum Ahmed
Lead Environmental Specialist,  
World Bank
Kulsum Ahmed is lead environmental 
specialist and team leader for the envi-
ronmental institutions and governance 
program and environmental health 
program in the Environment 
Department at the World Bank.  She 
has considerable experience in 
providing technical assistance, policy 
advice and financing linked to tackling 
environmental issues in developing 
countries. Kulsum has authored 
numerous publications on renewable 
energy, environment, health, strategic 
environmental assessment and indus-
trial pollution topics. She studied 
Natural Sciences at Cambridge 
University and has a Ph.D. in Chemistry 
from Imperial College, London.

Jock Anderson
Adviser, World Bank 
Jock Anderson joined the World Bank 
in 1989 where he served as an Adviser 
in the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department, and with the 
Operations Evaluation Department. 
Previously he was a Professor of 

Agricultural Economics, and Dean of 
the Faculty of Economic Studies, and 
Deputy Director and Chief Economist of 
the Australian Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. He is a Fellow of the 
Australian Institute of Agricultural 
Science; the American Agricultural 
Economics Association; the Academy of 
the Social Sciences in Australia, and 
the Australian Agricultural and 
Resource Economics Society. He holds 
a PhD in agricultural economics from 
the University of New England, 
Armidale, Australia. 

Amin Babandi
National Coordinator, Nigeria Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture  and Water 
Resources, Nigeria
Dr. Amin Babandi is the National 
Coordinator for the Bank-supported  
$150 million Commercial Agriculture 
Development Project (CADP) which was 
recently approved by the Board and is 
expected to begin around April of 2009. 
CADP will be piloted in five states in 
Nigeria. The project aims at strength-
ening agricultural production, facilitating 
access to markets “for targeted value 
chains” amongst small and medium scale 
commercial farmers in the five partici-
pating states, and adding value. The 
value chains include rice, oil palm, cocoa, 
fruit trees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture.

Henry K Bagazonzya
Senior Financial Sector Specialist, 
World Bank 
Henry K Bagazonzya is a Senior 
Financial Sector Specialist in the South 
Asia Region of the World Bank. Mr. 
Bagazonzya earlier served as an advisor 
to several governments in Africa and 
joined the Bank as Senior Microfinance 
Specialist in the Africa Region. He has 
over 30 years of experience working on 
financial interventions for rural commu-
nities. At present, he works with 

project teams that are trying to 
establish good practice livelihood 
programs with rural finance compo-
nents for the South Asia region, 
including Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal 
and India. 

John Barrett
Deputy Director, Food Group, Policy and 
Research Division, DfID 
Dr. John Barrett is a deputy director in 
DfID’s policy and research division, 
where he heads the food group, 
working on policy issues relating to 
food security and agricultural devel-
opment. He is also the “Head of 
Profession” for DfID’s group of some 50 
Livelihoods advisers working in DfID 
offices around the world, dealing with a 
spectrum of issues ranging from natural 
resources management to agro-industry 
and product marketing, which includes 
forestry, fisheries and livestock in 
addition to agricultural crops. Dr. 
Barrett was awarded the OBE in the 
2007 New Year’s Honors list in recog-
nition of his services to development.

Diji Chandrasekharan 
Behr
Natural Resources Economist,  
World Bank
Diji Chandrasekharan Behr is a natural 
resource economist in the Sustainable 
Development Forests Team and 
Program on Forests (PROFOR).  
At the World Bank, Diji’s work focuses 
on improving livelihoods of forest-
dependent households, cross-sectoral 
issues of forests and land, strategic 
environmental assessments, and most 
recently forest and adaptation. Diji has 
worked in Kenya and Liberia. Prior to 
joining the Bank, Diji worked in South 
Asia on forest-based income generation 
activities, community-based natural 
resource management, non-timber 
forest products and value-chain 
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analysis. Diji has a PhD in natural 
resource policy and economics.

Pedro Belli
Consultant 
Pedro Belli served at the World Bank as 
a country economist, industrial econ-
omist, and economic adviser from 1980 
to 2001. His work covered Latin 
America and Africa, and involved 
macroeconomic, sectoral, and fiscal 
policies and advising governments on 
these policies to improve performance. 
He work also involved improving the 
quality of World Bank lending programs 
and economic analysis. He redesigned 
the World Bank’s guidelines for project 
evaluation and wrote the Bank’s 
Institute Handbook on Economic 
Analysis of Projects. Prior to joining the 
World Bank, Pedro served as a Director 
at the INCAE’S Advisory Center. Pedro 
is currently an independent consultant 
working on trade policies, poverty 
reduction strategies, public expenditure 
reviews, and fiscal decentralization. 

Anush Bezhanyan
Country Sector Coordinator, World Bank
Anush Bezhanyan is the Country Sector 
Coordinator of Human Development 
Sector Unit in the Europe and Central 
Asia (ECA) region. Anush has been 
working in the development field for 
almost 25 years, out of which the last 
10 years have been in the Bank’s 
human development sector in the ECA 
region. Anush is the co-task team 
leader of the Third Social Fund for 
Development GFRP project in Yemen.

Benu Bidani
Lead Economist and Sector Leader, 
World Bank
Benu Bidani is the Lead Economist and 
Sector Leader in the Poverty Reduction 
and Economic Management (PREM) 
unit in the Latin America and Caribbean 
Region. Benu joined the Bank in 1991 
and has since worked in South Asia, 
Europe and Central Asia, Africa and 
East Asia and Pacific regions.  She is 
the co-task team leader of the Haiti 
Second Economic Governance Reform 
GFRP project.

David Neil Bird
Joanneum Research 
David Neil Bird joined Joanneum 
Research in August, 2005. His main 
areas of interest and work include: 
estimation of emissions from bioenergy 
systems, the influence of changes in 
surface albedo on environmental 
benefits of AFOLU projects; evaluation 
of emission reductions from AFOLU that 
result from improved land management 
and use of biomass; methodologies 
related to reduction in emissions from 
forest degradation (REDD); and devel-
opment of unique Clean Development 

Mechanism Afforestation/
Reforestation (CDM A/R) projects 
including methodological development 
when necessary. In May 2007, he was 
appointed to the Afforestation/
Reforestation Working Group of the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
Secretariat.

Neil Bird
Research Fellow, Forest Policy and 
Environment Program, ODI
Neil Bird is a trained forester and has 
almost twenty years of experience as a 
development professional. Prior to 
joining ODI, Neil worked as a long-term 
adviser within several forest depart-
ments, most recently in Guyana (1999 
to 2002) and prior to that in Belize 
(1992 to 1998) and Ghana (1988 to 
1991).  Neil’s research interests lie in 
tropical forest management, and much 
of his work over the last ten years, 
based in Belize and Guyana, has dealt 
with the issue of sustainability. He has 
been involved in the development of 
forest resource assessment methods, 
the definition of forest management 
standards, and the establishment of 
institutional procedures that promote 
good forest management. Neil was 
involved in the recent piloting of the 
Poverty-Forests Linkages Toolkit.

Mary Bohman
Director, Resource and Rural Economics 
Division, USDA
Mary Bohman is Director of the 
Resource and Rural Economics Division 
of the USDA’s Economic Research 
Service (ERS). Mary joined ERS in 1997 
and has served as Deputy Director for 
Research for ERS’s Market and Trade 
Economics Division (MTED) and Chief 
of MTED’s Europe, Africa, Middle East 
Branch. Other positions held include 
details to the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy and Under Secretary 
for Farm and Foreign Agricultural 
Services, and faculty member in 
Agricultural Sciences at the University 
of British Columbia from 1990-1997.  
Mary received her Ph.D. from the 
Department of Agricultural Economics, 
University of California, Davis and her 
B.S. from the School of Foreign Service, 
Georgetown University.

Aziz Bouzaher
Lead Environmental Specialist and 
Climate Change Coordinator, World 
Bank
Aziz Bouzaher is a Lead Environmental 
Specialist and Climate Change 
Coordinator in the World Bank’s Africa 
region, with around 20 years of devel-
opment experience spanning South 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and 
Europe and Central Asia, and with a 
focus on environmental and resource 

economics issues. Prior to this position, 
he spent six years in the field (Egypt 
and South Africa). He holds a PhD in 
Mathematical Programming and 
Economics.  

Adolfo Brizzi
Sector Manager, World Bank
Adolfo Brizzi is the Sector Manager of 
the Agriculture and Rural Development 
program, for the South Asia Region in 
the World Bank.  He has worked in the 
World Bank for the last 19 years. Prior 
to the Bank, he worked at FAO for 8 
years. He has a Masters degree in 
Agriculture Economics and a Masters 
degree in Environmental Sciences.

Karen Mcconnell Brooks
Sector Manager, World Bank
Karen Mcconnell Brooks is the Sector 
Manager of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in the Africa Region of 
the World Bank. While at the World 
Bank she has worked in the Europe and 
Central Asia Region in the Rural 
Development and Environment Sector 
as a Principal Economist and as a Lead 
Specialist. She has also worked in the 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Department of the Agricultural Policies 
as a Principal Economist. Prior to 
joining the World Bank, Dr. Mcconnell 
Brooks taught in the Department of 
Agricultural and Applied Economics.  
Dr. Mcconnell Brooks holds a Ph.D. in 
Economics and a M.A. in Economics 
both from the University of Chicago, 
and a B.A. in Political Science from 
Stanford University.

Colin Bruce
Director, World Bank
Colin Bruce is the Director of Strategy 
and Operations in the World Bank’s 
Africa region. Since joining the Bank in 
1988, he has been a Senior Economist 
in the South Asia Poverty Reduction 
and Economic Management unit; an 
Advisor and Manager in the Operations 
Policy and Country Services Vice 
Presidency; and the World Bank 
Country Director for Kenya. 

Bradley Buck
Director, Business and Practice 
Expansion, Land O’Lakes 
Bradley Buck is a program management 
and agricultural value-chain devel-
opment professional. He spent 11 years 
living and working in Africa, designing 
and managing programs that increased 
agricultural productivity and agri-
business competitiveness. He served 
for five years as Chief of Party for Land 
O’Lakes International Development on 
a USAID-funded dairy value-chain 
development program targeting small-
holder farmers in Uganda. In 2005, Mr. 
Buck assumed the role of Deputy 
Regional Director for Land O’Lakes 

International Development based in 
Nairobi, Kenya. In this role, he 
designed and provided management 
and technical support to new small-
holder-based dairy and livestock devel-
opment projects in 14 countries in 
Africa. Bradley holds a Master’s Degree 
in Business Administration from the 
University of Tennessee.  

Louise E. Buck
Senior Extension Associate, 
Cornell University. 
Dr. Buck has been a faculty member in 
the Department of Natural Resources 
at Cornell University for 15 years, and a 
faculty associate of the Cornell 
International Institute for Food 
Agriculture and Development for 19 
years. She was also an Associate 
Senior Scientist with the Center for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 
Presently Dr. Buck coordinates the 
Cornell Ecoagriculture Working Group. 
She also coordinates Ecoagriculture 
Partners’ Landscape Measures 
Initiative (LMI), which aims to help 
eco- agriculture practitioners and their 
scientific advisors develop methods for 
measuring the social, economic and 
ecological outcomes of landscape scale 
management practices. 

Mike Burness
Vice President of Quality Management 
and Food Safety, Chiquita Brands Intl. 
Mike Burness joined Chiquita Brands 
Intl in 2008 as Vice-President for 
Quality Management and Food Safety. 
Previously he served as Director of 
Quality Support at Pepsico, Director of 
Quality Assurance at Pepperidge Farm, 
and Manager of Worldwide Food 
Safety Programs at Campbell Soup 
Company. 

Tony Burns
Managing Director, Land Equity 
International
Land Equity International is a 
consulting firm specializing in land 
administration, land management, 
titling and cadastre assistance 
programs. Mr. Burns has more than  
20 years of extensive experience in 
surveying, mapping and land 
management, with expertise in project 
design, policy review, cadastral survey 
and mapping procedures, and spatial 
information systems.

Derek Byerlee
Member, Science Council, CGIAR
Derek Byerlee is currently a Member of 
the Science Council at CGIAR after 
completing his assignment as 
Co-Director of the World Development 
Report 2008 at the World Bank. In the 
past, he worked as a Rural Strategy 
Adviser in the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Department (ARD) of the 
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World Bank, and as a Lead Economist 
for the Agriculture and Rural 
Development for the Ethiopia and 
Sudan country offices.  Prior to joining 
the Bank, he was Director of Economics 
at the International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Center, Mexico, and 
Associate Professor, Michigan State 
University, USA.

Mark Cackler
Sector Manager, World Bank 
Mark Cackler joined the World Bank in 
1981. His initial assignments in the 
World Bank’s Washington headquarters 
included working in agriculture and 
natural resources divisions for East 
Africa, China, Indonesia and the Pacific 
Islands. In 1988, he transferred to the 
Agriculture Unit of the World Bank’s 
New Delhi Office. Following his return 
to headquarters from India in 1992, Mr. 
Cackler joined the Latin America and 
Caribbean Region. In 2000, he was 
appointed as the Manager, Agriculture 
and Rural Development for Latin 
America. In February 2007, Mr. Cackler 
was appointed Manager of the 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department of the World Bank.

Tuukka Castrén
Senior Forestry Specialist, World Bank
Tuukka Castrén is a senior forestry 
specialist and the Forest Law 
Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) 
team leader at the World Bank, which 
he joined in August 2008. Before 
moving to the Bank he worked with the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Department for Development Policy in 
his native Finland. He first joined the 
Ministry as an economic adviser and 
later became the senior adviser for 
development policy. Before that he 
worked with Indufor Oy, a private forest 
consulting company. Mr. Castrén has 
university degrees both in forestry and 
economics from the University of 
Helsinki.  

Oscar Chemerinski
Director, IFC
Oscar Chemerinski joined IFC in 1990 
as an Investment Officer in the Africa 
Department.  In 2000, Oscar was 
promoted to Manager of the newly 
created Health and Education 
department, and in 2001 he transferred 
to the Agribusiness department where 
he built strong relationships with local, 
regional, and global players, expanding 
the range of products offered by IFC to 
Agribusiness clients.  In 2007, he was 
appointed Director of the Agribusiness 
department. Oscar came to IFC with 
extensive experience in the private 
sector, particularly in financial  
services, in Argentina, Brazil, and the 
United States.

Malcolm Childress
Senior Land Administration Specialist, 
World Bank
Malcolm Childress is the Senior Land 
Administration Specialist in the Latin 
America and Caribbean (LAC) region of 
the World Bank.  His work focuses on 
the relationship of land policy and 
institutions with sustainable devel-
opment goals at a variety of scales and 
is currently working with projects in 
Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay, and 
Central America. He joined the World 
Bank in 2003 after holding research 
positions in the Land Tenure Center of 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
He was educated at Oberlin College 
and the University of Wisconsin-
Madison where he received a Ph.D. in 
Development Studies.  

Luis Constantino
Sector Manager, World Bank
Luis Constantino is presently the Sector 
Manager for Environment, and 
Agricultural and Rural Development at 
the World Bank. Before joining the 
Bank in 1991, he was a Professor of 
Natural Resource Economics at the 
University of Alberta in Canada, and 
also held several positions with 
academic and financial institutions in 
Portugal. Luis holds a PhD in Natural 
Resource Economics from British 
Columbia, Canada.

Maria C. Correia
Program Manager and Chair of the 
Gender and Rural Development 
(GENRD) Thematic Group, World Bank 
Maria Correia previously worked as the 
Lead Specialist for Social Development 
for the World Bank’s Africa Region, as 
well as led the Bank’s work on gender 
issues in the Latin America and 
Caribbean Region for nearly a decade. 
Prior to joining the Bank, Maria worked 
on gender and social development 
issues in East Asia, Africa, and Central 
America for several bilateral and multi-
lateral agencies. Maria is a published 
author and a few of her published 
credits are What About Men and 
Gender?; Gender Dimensions of Alcohol 
Consumption and Alcohol-related 
Problems in Latin America and the 
Caribbean; Caribbean Youth 
Development Issues and Policy 
Directions; and The Economics of 
Gender in Mexico: Work, Family, State, 
and Market.

Jim De Vries
Executive Vice President of Programs, 
Heifer International 
Dr. James De Vries directs Heifer’s 
Programs Division, which includes the 
areas of Africa, the Americas, Asia and 
the South Pacific, and Central Eastern 
Europe. He provides leadership to the 
headquarters team as well as to 

Heifer’s on-the-ground staff around the 
world, developing and managing more 
than 770 projects through 53 country 
and regional offices. He has been 
Director of Programs since 1992, being 
named Senior Vice President of 
Programs in 2003. He was also the 
Director of Africa/Near East Programs 
from 1982 to 1992. Prior to Heifer, Dr. 
De Vries was a professor and head of 
the Agricultural Extension and 
Education Department at Sokoine 
University in Tanzania. Dr. De Vries was 
born in The Netherlands and was natu-
ralized as a U.S. citizen in 1961. He is 
fluent in English, Dutch and Swahili, as 
well as reading and understanding 
German. He has a Ph.D. in continuing 
and vocational education from the 
University of Wisconsin, an M.S. in 
cooperative extension (education) and a 
B.A. in history and religion from 
Bloomfield College in New Jersey.

Klaus Deininger
Land Tenure Advisor, World Bank 
Klaus Deininger has published exten-
sively on land tenure, land markets and 
land reform and their impact on 
household welfare and growth all over 
the world. He holds a Ph.D. in applied 
economics from the University of 
Minnesota.

Christopher Delgado
Strategy and Policy Adviser,  
World Bank 
Christopher Delgado is Strategy and 
Policy Adviser in the Agriculture and 
Rural Development Department.  He 
also heads the Secretariat for the 
Bank’s Global Food Crisis Response 
Program (GFRP). Chris came to the Bank 
in 2006 from nearly 27 years at the 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute, where he published exten-
sively on food and agricultural policy. 
He has held posts in Chad, Burkina 
Faso, and Kenya, and also led research 
projects in a dozen other countries of 
West, East and Southern Africa and 
South and Southeast Asia.  From 2003 
until joining the Bank, he was a joint 
appointee (with IFPRI) of the 
International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI) in Nairobi, Kenya.

Shantayanan Devarajan
Chief Economist, World Bank 
Shantayanan Devarajan is the Chief 
Economist of the World Bank’s Africa 
region. Since joining the World Bank in 
1991, he has been a Principal 
Economist and Research Manager for 
Public Economics, and the Chief 
Economist of the Human Development 
Network, and of the South Asia Region. 
He was the director of the World 
Development Report 2004, Making 
Services Work for Poor People. He has 
authored or co-authored over 100 

publications, covering public 
economics, trade policy, natural 
resources and the environment. 

Peter Dewees
Lead Environment Specialist,  
World Bank
Peter Dewees has been the Lead 
Environmental Specialist in the Europe 
and Central Asia (ECA) division since 
2002. He joined the Bank in 1994. In 
the ECA region Peter has been respon-
sible for activities related to the 
forestry, watershed management, and 
nature protection subsectors, with a 
particular interest in the role and 
impact of EU accession on these 
sectors.  In 2005 he completed a major 
analytic study on how forest institu-
tions in ECA have responded to the 
economic transition, focusing specifi-
cally on the challenges of institutional 
reform.  Prior to joining ECA, he held 
the position of Lead Natural Resource 
Management Specialist in the Africa 
Region, where, in addition to his 
natural resource management portfolio, 
also worked on issues related to envi-
ronmental policy and institutions; 
refugee resettlement and reintegration 
; the conservation and development of 
cultural heritage; woodfuel 
management; and community-driven 
development activities in Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Tanzania, and Kenya. Peter led 
the work on the Armenia national 
action plan against illegal logging. 

Gerhard Dieterle
Forests Adviser, World Bank
Gerhard Dieterle is currently the 
Forests Advisor, leading the World 
Bank Forestry Team in the Sustainable 
Development Network. He has had 28 
years of experience in national and 
international forest and environmental 
policies, development policies, consul-
tative processes, projects on 
sustainable forest management and 
forest conservation. He holds an MSc. 
in Forestry and a PhD in technical and 
economic analyses of alternative 
timber harvesting, processing and 
marketing systems. Gerhard has 
worked with the German forest admin-
istration, the European Commission, 
working in the cabinet of the German 
minister for agriculture/forestry, FAO, 
WFP and IFAD. He has also carried out 
research at the Faculty of Forestry, 
Freiburg University in Germany. Gerhard 
has worked in Togo, Indonesia and was 
the lead forestry specialist in the 
Europe and Central Asia Region of the 
World Bank.

Simeon Djankov
Chief Economist, World Bank 
Simeon Djankov is the Chief Economist 
for Finance and Private Sector in the 
World Bank. He is best known as the 

19



20

creator of the Doing Business series. In 
his 13 years at the World Bank, he has 
worked on regional trade agreements 
in North Africa, enterprise restructuring 
and privatization in transition econ-
omies, corporate governance in East 
Asia, and regulatory reforms around the 
world. Simeon was a principal author 
of the World Development Report 2002. 
He holds a PhD in economics from the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor 
and has published over 70 articles in 
academic journals, including in 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
Journal of Political Economy, American 
Economic Review, Journal of Finance, 
Journal of Financial Economics, Journal 
of Economic Growth, Journal of Public 
Economics, and Journal of Comparative 
Economics.

Andrew Dorward
Professor of Development Economics 
and Director of the Centre for 
Development, Environment, and Policy, 
School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London. 
Andrew Dorward has had a varied 
career in development, research and 
training in a range of countries, with a 
primarily African focus. He has long-
term interests in issues affecting the 
livelihoods of poor rural people, in 
particular problems associated with 
seasonality, risk, market access, institu-
tions, and the interactions of agricul-
tural and other activities in rural econ-
omies. Current research activities 
include work on agricultural input 
subsidies in poor rural economies with 
regard to their food security, food and 
labor market, and pro-poor growth 
impacts. A particular focus of this has 
been work evaluating the agricultural 
input subsidy programme in Malawi. 
He directs postgraduate distance 
learning programs in agricultural 
economics and management of rural 
development.

Indira Ekanayake
Senior Agriculturalist, World Bank
Indira Ekanayake is the current Chair 
of the SASKI (Sustainable Agricultural 
Systems, Knowledge and Institutions) 
thematic group of Agriculture and 
Rural Development and also serves as 
the Regional Focal Point for Avian and 
Human Pandemic Influenza 
Operational Response of the Latin 
America and Caribbean Region. Her 
areas of expertise and interests 
include agricultural research and 
innovations, extension and advisory 
services, sanitary and phytosanitary 
systems and integrated pest 
management, biosafety systems, and 
adaptation to climate change.

Albert Engel
Director, Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food, GTZ
Albert Engel is Director of GTZ’s 
Division for Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food. He has extensive experience with 
GTZ where he previously served, 
among others, as Sector Coordinator 
for Natural Resources and Rural 
Development in Namibia and Senior 
Planner in the Rural Development 
Department of GTZ. His work centers 
on issues of agricultural sector reform, 
land reform, decentralization, and rural 
development. 

Erick Fernandes
Adviser and Focal Point on Agriculture 
and Climate Change, World Bank
Erick Fernandes is a currently an Adviser 
at the Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department at the World Bank. He is 
currently developing and operationalizing 
a multisector framework and quantitative 
modeling approach to enhance land-
scape-level resilience to climate change 
that involves the assembly and use of 
quantitative data on land cover & land  
use incl. crops, forestry, pasture, aquatic 
& hydropower issues, biodiversity, and 
infrastructure, at nested geospatial  
scales e.g. field-watershed-basins. The 
Framework can be coupled to down-
scaled, regional climate models for 
testing scenarios and highlighting 
investment priorities and natural resource 
management interventions for policy and 
decision makers.

Achim Fock
Senior Economist, World Bank
Achim Fock joined the World Bank in 
1999 as a Young Professional.  He has 
since held various positions in 
Agricultural and Rural Development 
Sector Units, including in the Europe 
and Central Asia Region, the South 
Asia Region, the East Asia and Pacific 
Region, and the Africa Region.  Since 
January 2008, he has been based in 
Addis Ababa and is responsible for 
tasks related to agricultural and rural 
development in Ethiopia, ranging from 
investment operations over analytical 
work to policy dialogue.  

Gretel Gambarelli
Environmental Economist, World Bank 
Gretel Gambareli is an Environmental 
Economist with experience in the fields 
of climate change, integrated natural 
resources management, agriculture and 
rural development. Her main areas of 
expertise include: socioeconomic 
analysis of environmental impacts 
including vulnerability to climate 
change; economic evaluation of adap-
tation projects; climate change policies; 
and decision aiding for natural 
resources management. For the past 
two years she has been an 

Environmental Specialist within the 
Climate Change Team, ENV 
Department. Her previous Bank expe-
rience includes 2 years in ARD working 
on Agricultural Water Management, 
and a short period in LAC with the 
Water team. Before coming to the Bank 
she worked four years at the 
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (Italy).

Natalia Gomez
Rural Development Specialist,  
World Bank 
Natalia Gomez completed her graduate 
program in Rural Development from 
Javeriana University (Colombia), in 
Regional Development Planning, and 
Socio-economic and Environmental 
Impact Evaluation from Los Andes 
University (Colombia). In the World 
Bank, she has worked in several opera-
tions in Colombia, including the Rural 
Productive Partnerships Project, Peace 
and Development Projects, and the 
Agricultural Transition Project. She has 
also worked in the Latin America 
Integrated Silvopastoral Approaches to 
Ecosystem Management. She has also 
been involved in a number of economic 
and sector work in Colombia and Latin 
America in general including the Land 
Policy in Transition, Rural Finance and 
Agricultural Competitiveness. 

Prasanna Gowda
Agricultural Engineer, US Department 
of Agriculture — Agricultural Research 
Service in Bushland, Texas
Dr. Gowda has been involved in hydro-
logic modeling and evapotranspiration 
mapping using remote sensing and GIS 
for more than 14 years. He is one of the 
developers of the Agricultural Drainage 
and Pesticide Transport model and 
modeled more than 28 watersheds in 
the US to develop alternative 
management practices to reduce soil 
erosion and nutrient losses. He serves 
as technical advisor to Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency. He also 
served as a coordinator for hydrology 
program of the Ogallala Research 
Initiative. Recently, led and successfully 
completed two large remote sensing 
experiments: Bushland 
Evapotranspiration and agricultural 
Remote Sensing Experiment 2007 and 
2008 (BEAREX07 and 08) in the Texas 
High Plains to improve irrigation 
management.

Andrew Hamilton
Senior Agribusiness Specialist, IFC 
Andrew Hamilton  is a currently  a  
Senior Agribusiness Specialist in IFC
Agribusiness focusing on technical and  
management aspects of new 
investment appraisals globally. Andrew 
has spent much of his career in private 
sector agribusiness focusing on the 
primary production of tropical 

commodities in Part 2 countries. Prior 
to coming to DC, Andrew was an 
Estates Director of PT PP London 
Sumatra Tbk., a large producer of Palm 
Oil, Rubber, Tea and Cocoa in 
Indonesia. He has also worked for CDC 
Plc and Harrisons and Crosfield Plc.

Christian Henckes
Head of Agriculture and Food, GTZ 
Christian Henckes is Head of Section, 
Agriculture and Food, for GTZ, where 
he has worked for 12 years in different 
positions in Africa and Germany. He 
has been planning, executing and 
supervising programs in the Agri-Food 
sector across Africa, Asia and Eastern 
Europe. Previously, Christian worked for 
five years at the World Bank, in 
Agriculture and Rural Development and 
in Operation Policy and Country 
Services. 

Mark Holderness
Executive Secretary, Global Forum on 
Agricultural Research (GFAR) 
Dr. Mark Holderness is Executive 
Secretary of GFAR, an inclusive, multi-
stakeholder platform, bringing together 
all sectors involved in shaping the role 
of research in agriculture and rural 
development. GFAR’s stakeholders 
include farmers, civil society organiza-
tions, public and private research and 
extension, and the CGIAR and FAO. He 
co-chaired the Partnerships Working 
Group on CGIAR Change and now repre-
sents partner’s interests in the Transition 
Management Team for the CGIAR. 
Previously, he worked for the intergov-
ernmental agency CABI, in a variety of 
agricultural development programs and 
as a Bureau member for the IAASTD. 
Originally a plant pathologist, he began 
his career working for the cocoa farmers 
of Papua New Guinea. 

Jane Hopkins
Senior Agricultural Economist,  
World Bank
Jane Hopkins is a Senior Agriculture 
Economist in the Agriculture and Rural 
Development of the Africa Region. 
Jane is the task team leader of the 
Agricultural Productivity Support 
project GFRP project in Guinea.  Prior to 
joining the Bank in 1999, she worked at 
USAID and at the International Food 
Policy Research Institute, including a 
multi-year outposting to Niger.

Qazi Azmat Isa
Senior Rural Development Specialist, 
World Bank 
Qazi Azmat Isa is a Senior Rural 
Development Specialist in the South 
Asia region of the World Bank. His 
responsibilities include preparing, 
appraising and supervising community 
driven development projects across 
sectors. Prior to joining the World Bank, 
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Azmat was a head of Balochistan Rural 
Support Program in Pakistan and tried 
to make a difference in the lives of the 
poor in some of the toughest devel-
opment environments of the world. 
Azmat has MA in Rural Development 
from University of London and a 
Chartered Accountancy from Institute 
of Chartered Accountants. 

Willem Janssen
Lead Agricultural Specialist,  
World Bank 
Willem Janssen is the Lead Agricultural 
Specialist in the Latin America and 
Caribbean Region of the Agriculture and 
Rural Development Unit of the World 
Bank. He supports a number of World 
Bank financed projects to strengthen 
agricultural innovations that are being 
implemented  in Colombia, Peru, 
Nicaragua, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica and 
Brazil. He is also leading a study on how 
the agricultural sector should respond to 
climate change. He holds a MSc and 
PhD from Wageningen Agricultural 
University in the Netherlands, where he 
majored in agricultural economics with 
minors in business administration and 
development economics. 

Joan Kagwanja
Economic Affairs Officer, United 
Nations Economic Commission on 
Africa
Joan Kagwanja is leading the efforts to 
develop an Africa-wide land policy 
framework. Her work at UN ECA has 
also included policy research, advocacy, 
and encouraging sustainable devel-
opment for all African member states 
of the United Nations. Kagwanja holds 
a PhD in agricultural economics from 
the University of Missouri.

David Kaimowitz
Program Officer for Environment and 
Development, Ford Foundation
Dr. David Kaimowitz is Program Officer 
at the Environment and Development at 
the Ford Foundation in Mexico City. He 
was previously Director General of the 
Center for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR), based in Bogor, 
Indonesia. He holds a Ph.D. in an agri-
cultural economics from the University 
of Wisconsin. Before joining CIFOR, he 
held positions at the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture 
in Costa Rica; the International Service 
for National Agricultural Research in 
The Hague; and Nicaragua’s Ministry of 
Agricultural Development and Agrarian 
Reform. He has also written or 
co-written seven books and published 
more than 100 other scientific 
publications.

Honorable Agnes 
Kalibata
Minister of State for Agriculture, 
Rwanda
Dr. Kilabata served as Project 
Coordinator of the Rwanda Rural  
Sector Support Project, and prior  
to that worked as a researcher with  
the International Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) based in Uganda.  
She holds a Ph.D. in Plant Pathology 
from the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst.

Cornelius Kazoora
Director, Sustainable Development 
Center, Makerere University, Uganda
Cornelius Kazoora is with the Sustainable 
Development Center of Makerere 
University in Uganda. Cornelius has over 
15 years experience of policy and institu-
tional analysis embracing the fields of 
environment and natural resource 
management, finance, trade, private 
sector development and decentralization.  
He participated in the Uganda National 
Environment Action Plan (NEAP) process 
in 1991-1994, and has since then offered 
consultancies to government, donors, 
local governments and NGOs in the  
areas of sustainable environmental 
management including mainstreaming 
environment in development frameworks. 
Cornelius was part of the IIED/CIDT  
team piloting the poverty forest linkages 
toolkit in Uganda. Through this work, 
Cornelius and the team were able to 
mainstream forest poverty considerations 
into the PRSP.

Nalin Kishor
Senior Natural Resources Economist, 
World Bank
Nalin Kishor is currently a Senior 
Natural Resources Economist and FLEG 
Coordinator with the SDN Forests Team 
of the World Bank.   He has been 
working on sustainable forest 
management issues since 1992 in 
Africa, East Asia, Europe and Central 
Asia and Latin America and the 
Caribbean.  Since 2000, his work has 
focused on improving governance, 
transparency and accountability in the 
forest sector. The Forest Law 
Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) 
initiative grew out of this work. Nalin 
holds a PhD in economics with a 
specialization in environment and 
natural resources. 

Alzbeta Klein
Manager, IFC 
Alzbeta Klein is a Manager of the IFC’s 
Agribusiness Department. Previously 
she served as Chief Investment Officer 
in the Office of the Executive Vice-
President, and before that as Principal 
Investment Officer in the Infrastructure 
Department and in the Central and 
Eastern European Department based in 

Moscow. Prior experience outside the 
Bank included serving as Project 
Finance Officer and Economist with the 
Export Development Corporation.

Renate 
Kloeppinger-Todd
Advisor for Rural Finance, World Bank 
Renate Kloeppinger-Todd is Advisor for 
Rural Finance for the World Bank. Her 
responsibilities include strategy devel-
opment for rural finance within the 
World Bank, in which capacity she 
supports regional colleagues. Prior to 
the World Bank, Renate worked for 
IFC’s Global Financial Markets 
Department as Principal Specialist for 
Micro, Rural and Small Business 
Finance, and for GTZ’s Financial 
Systems Department as Senior Adviser. 
She also worked as an investment 
banker on Wall Street as senior banker 
for Citibank and Deutsche Bank. She 
has earned an MBA degree in interna-
tional finance from The University of 
California at Los Angeles and an MS 
degree in psychology from Goethe 
University in Frankfurt.

Christoph Kohlmeyer
Chair, Global Donor Platform for Rural 
Development
Christoph Kohlmeyer serves as the 
Head of Division for Rural Development 
and Global Food Security in the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
He is in charge of sector policies for 
agricultural and rural development and 
food security including development 
policy coherence of German and 
European agricultural and trade 
policies. At the international level he 
represents Germany as the National 
Focal Point and founding Chair of the 
Global Donor Platform for Rural 
Development (GDPRD), the National 
Focal Point for the Consultative Group 
on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR), the National Focal Point for 
the Alternative Drug Control 
Programme of the UN Office on Drug 
and Crime (UNODC) and the National 
Focal Point for the UN Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and 
serves as the host for the UNCCD 
Secretariat in Bonn.

Nalini Kumar
Senior Evaluation Officer, World Bank 
Nalini Kumar has worked in the Bank 
since 1995 and has over ten years of 
evaluation experience. She led two 
major evaluations of the Bank’s work: 
the review of World Bank Assistance to 
Agriculture in Sub-Saharan Africa and 
the evaluation of the Effectiveness of 
World Bank Support for Community-
Based and -Driven Development. She 
has contributed to numerous thematic 
and project evaluations of the rural 

sector including India’s Diary Revolution 
and the World Bank Forest Strategy 
Striking the Right Balance. Ms. Kumar 
holds a Masters in Public Policy from 
University of Maryland, a Masters in 
Economics from Punjab University and 
a Masters in Sociology from Lucknow 
University. Before joining the Bank, she 
worked implementing government and 
donor funded agriculture and rural 
development programs in India.

Patrick Labaste
Lead Agricultural Economist,  
World Bank 
Patrick Labaste has served as Lead 
Agricultural Economist for in the World 
Bank’s Africa Agricultural and Rural 
Development Department for the past 
eleven years, after being a consultant 
at the Bank working on value chain 
development, linkages to smallholders, 
agricultural exports, and capacity-
building in Africa and the South Pacific. 
Previously he worked in financial 
management and business devel-
opment for a French agribusiness 
consulting and engineering firm as 
financial manager for a palm oil 
company in Ecuador, and with the 
French aid agency. 

Bo Lager
Programme Director, Swedish 
Cooperative Centre and Vi Agroforestry 
Bo Lager is a Programme Director for 
the Swedish Cooperative Centre and Vi 
Agroforestry in Eastern Africa (Rwanda, 
Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania). The 
program is implementing a carbon 
project in Western Kenya, with support 
from the World Bank, using sustainable 
agricultural land management practices 
for soil carbon sequestration and 
climate adaptation. Bo Lager has an 
MSc in Agroforestry from the University 
of Wales with emphasis on watershed 
management planning and devel-
opment of non forest products.

John Lamb
Senior Agribusiness Team Leader, 
World Bank 
As leader of ARD’s Agriculture and 
Rural Enterprise activities, John Lamb 
manages the Mainstreaming Standards 
and Rural Investment Climate 
programs. He also represents the 
World Bank within the World Trade 
Organizations Sanitary and Phyto-
sanitary Committee.  He ran his own 
fresh produce brokerage for seven 
years, and worked for 22 years as an 
international consultant, including 
serving as Assistant Director at 
Chemonics and Principal Agribusiness 
Specialist at Abt.  Earlier he was 
Country Director for Technoserve in 
Nicaragua, Assistant Director in El 
Salvador. His career began as a PCV in 
Morocco, Ecuador and El Salvador. He 



22

specializes in competitiveness, value 
chains, diversification, agri-food stan-
dards, associations, and market 
information.

Tony Lamb
Consultant
Tony Lamb has 12 years experience in a 
senior legal position within the New 
South Wales Land Titles Office. He has 
been engaged as the land law, policy 
and registration adviser on numerous 
projects. He was responsible for the 
review and evaluation of property laws 
and property registration procedures, 
drafting project implementing regula-
tions and decrees incorporating new 
practices and procedures, and 
conducting property rights law and 
policy seminars for Lao Government 
staff. Other countries of experience 
include Albania, Australia, Bosnia, 
Bulgaria, Ghana, India, Kyrgyzstan, 
Laos, Macedonia, Montenegro, 
Romania, Serbia, the Solomon Islands, 
Sri Lanka, Tajikistan and Ukraine. 

Josette Lewis
Director, Office of Agriculture, U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
Dr. Lewis has led USAID’s agricultural 
biotechnology effort and served as a 
technical advisor to USAID on issues 
and policies pertaining to biotech-
nology for the past seven years. She 
first served as an AAAS Science, 
Technology and Diplomacy Fellow 
working on farmer-participatory 
sustainable agriculture research. After 
her fellowship, she managed an 
Israeli-Arab collaborative research 
grants program. She received her B.S. 
in Genetics from University of 
California at Davis and her Ph.D. in 
Molecular Biology from the University 
of California at Los Angeles.

Josef Loening
Economist, World Bank 
Josef Loening is an Economist in the 
Agriculture and Rural Development Unit 
of the Africa Region. Prior to joining the 
World Bank in 2003, he has worked at 
the Ibero-America Institute at the 
University of Goettingen, where he also 
holds a Ph.D. in Applied Economics. He 
has worked for Agriculture and Rural 
Development and for Poverty Reduction 
and Economic Management on a 
number of projects in the Africa and 
Latin America regions. His interests 
and areas of expertise include 
economic policy issues, the investment 
climate, and rural market development.

Susie Lonie
Developer and Marketing Specialist, 
Safaricom/Vodafone. 
Susie Lonie’s career has focused on 
new product development. She is one 
of the creators of the Vodafone Money 

Transfer service, branded M-PESA in 
East Africa. In 2005 she developed and 
ran M-PESA as a small pilot in Kenya to 
extend the reach of financial services 
by the use of mobile phone technology. 
Since then she has worked on the 
M-PESA launch in Tanzania and now 
runs a team in Vodafone Group to 
provide commercial support to existing 
live M-PESA markets. She assists with 
all aspects of commercial launch in 
emerging markets; and delivers new 
and improved functionality to the core 
M-PESA service. Susie is an engineer 
by degree.

Nancy Morgan
Senior Economist, World Bank
Nancy Morgan is a livestock economist 
who has worked on commodity-related 
issues for over 20 years, in FAO, at 
USDA, and previously in Africa. She was 
FAO’s market analyst for livestock in 
Rome for seven years and most recently 
served as Livestock Policy Officer in the 
FAO regional office in Bangkok. She is 
now serving as an economist liaison 
between FAO and the World Bank.

Lucy Muchoki
CEO, Biop Company 
Since 2001, Lucy Muchoki has served 
as the CEO of Biop Company, the 
commercial arm of the International 
Centre for Insect Physiology and 
Ecology (ICIPE) in Kenya. Biop 
specializes in herbal drugs manufac-
turing including neem extract based 
remedies. Ms. Muchoki has a degree in 
sociology and an MBA from Nairobi 
University. She is also the private 
sector representative on the FARA 
Board, and a catalyst for operational-
izing the nascent PanAfrica 
Agribusiness Consortium (PanAAC) to 
enable agribusiness to effectively 
engage with research for development.

Paul Munro-Faure
Chief, Land Tenure and Management 
Unit, FAO
Paul Munro-Faure is a chartered 
surveyor and valuer and has worked for 
more than twenty five years on land 
tenure and development related issues 
in over forty countries around the 
world. He has also held lecturing posts 
at the University of the South Pacific 
and the Royal Agricultural College.

David Nabarro
UN Assistant Secretary-General and 
Coordinator of the Task Force on the 
Global Food Security Crisis
David Nabarro holds the position of 
Senior UN System Coordinator for 
Avian and Human Influenza, reporting 
to the UN Deputy Secretary-General, on 
secondment from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) since September 
2005.  On December 15th 2008 he was 

given an additional responsibility as 
Coordinator for the High Level Task 
Force on Global Food Security Crisis by 
the UN Secretary General. 

Ajai Nair
Consultant, World Bank 
Ajai Nair is a Consultant with the 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
department of the World Bank. He 
works with livelihoods projects in Asia 
and Africa on financial access, and is 
closely involved in setting up the 
Agricultural Finance Support Facility. 
He has written several papers on rural 
finance and microfinance, and is 
currently working on a multi-country 
study on agricultural finance and credit 
risk management. In addition to the 
World Bank, he has worked with two 
NGOs in India, managed a community-
based financial organization, and been 
a consultant with the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD). He has a MPA degree from 
Princeton University in the US and MSc 
degree from Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University in India.

Ken Newcombe
Founder and CEO, C-Quest Capital, LLC 
(CQC) 
Ken Newcombe is the Founder and CEO 
of the carbon finance business C-Quest 
Capital, LLC (CQC). Ken is the chair of 
the Agriculture, Forestry, and Land Use 
(AFOLU) Advisory Group of the 
Voluntary Carbon Standard. Prior to 
launching CQC, Ken was the Managing 
Director at Goldman Sachs where he 
was responsible for carbon origination 
and sales in the US and Latin America. 
From 2006 to 2007, he was the Vice 
Chairman of Climate Change Capital in 
London, the largest private sector 
carbon fund in the world. Before joining 
the private sector, Ken led the devel-
opment of the Prototype Carbon Fund, a 
public-private partnership of the World 
Bank which pioneered the global 
carbon market.

Adyline Waafas  
Ofosu-Amaah
Senior Gender Specialist, World Bank 
Waafas studied Law at the University 
of London and received her MBA from 
the University of Maryland. Since 
joining the Gender Unit in the World 
Bank Poverty Reduction and Economic 
Management Network in 2000, she has 
been involved in many non-lending 
operations and served as team leader 
for a number of them including HIV/
AIDS and Gender; the Gender 
Innovation Fund; MDG 3 Follow Up; 
Improving Gender Targeting of Public 
Expenditure Reviews; Gender, Justice, 
and Truth Commissions; Gender-based 
Violence; and Gender, Governance, and 
Law in Caucasus.

Rodomiro Ortiz
Director of Resource Mobilization, 
CIMMYT 
Rodomiro Ortiz holds a BSc-Biology and 
a MSc-Plant Breeding & Statistics from 
the the Universidad Nacional Agraria 
La Molina (UNALM) in Perú, and, a 
PhD. in Plant Breeding and Genetics 
from the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison. He worked as researcher at 
UNALM, CIP (Perú), Rutgers University 
and IITA (Nigeria), held a Nordic profes-
sorship in plant genetic resources at at 
the University of Copenhagen. He was 
a program director at ICRISAT (India) 
and at CIMMYT (México). He was 
Deputy Director General of research for 
development, division director, and 
officer in charge of the High Rainfall 
Station and the Eastern and Southern 
Africa Regional Centre of IITA. He is 
currently the Director of Resource 
Mobilization at CIMMYT.

Keith Paustian
Professor of Soil Ecology, Department 
of Soil and Crop Sciences and Senior 
Research Scientist, Natural Resources 
Ecology Laboratory (NREL), Colorado 
State University, Fort Collins. 
Keith Paustian is currently leading 
research in the US and internationally to 
elucidate the factors and processes 
controlling soil carbon dynamics and soil 
greenhouse gas emissions and to develop 
better methods to measure and predict 
changes in soil carbon as a function of 
management and environmental vari-
ables. These activities include devel-
opment and implementation of large-
scale computer models of carbon cycling 
and greenhouse gas emissions for 
national inventory estimates and for 
government policy assessment. He is 
currently serving as Coordinating Lead 
Author for the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change workgroup for 
National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
Methods and is a member of the 
Scientific Steering Committee for the US 
Carbon Cycle Science Program.

Bob Rabatsky
Vice President, Fintrac, Inc. 
Bob Rabatsky is a Vice President of 
Fintrac, Inc., an agriculture consultancy 
based in St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands. 
He is an agribusiness specialist with 
over 24 years of experience designing, 
implementing and evaluting USAID and 
multilateral development bank projects 
in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and 
Latin America. His technical focus is 
developing practical applications to 
increase competitiveness of farmers in 
developing countries, including the 
adoption of modern production tech-
nologies, expanding access to market 
information and buyers, improving 
product quality, and enhancing environ-
mental sustainability. 
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Riikka Rajalahti
Senior Agricultural Specialist, World 
Bank 
Riikka Rajalahti works as a Senior 
Agricultural Specialist in the Agriculture 
and Rural Development Department 
with a focus on agricultural innovation 
systems. Her main focus for the past 10 
years has been on AIS, agricultural 
research and development, extension 
systems and small-holder agriculture 
and rural enterprise development in 
different capacities. She has a Ph.D. in 
Vegetable Crops from Cornell University 
and M.Sc. in Crop Production and 
Agronomy from University of Helsinki. 

Rahul Raturi
Sector Manager, World Bank
Rahul Raturi, is the Sector Manager of 
the Rural Development, Natural 
Resources and Environment Sector 
Unit, in the new Sustainable 
Development Department of the East 
Asia and Pacific Region.  Rahul joined 
the Bank in March 1990, as an 
Economist in the Middle East and North 
Africa Region, and held various posi-
tions in the East Asia and Pacific 
Region.  Prior to joining the Bank, he 
worked for the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, 
based in Italy.  He also worked in the 
private sector, on issues of finance, in 
the UK.  Rahul holds a Master’s degree 
in Economics from the University of 
Cambridge.

Jeffrey Richey
Professor, School of Oceanography, 
University of Washington. 
Jeffrey Richey’s research involves the 
biogeochemistry and hydrology of 
large-scale river basins, and how to 
implement geo-information systems for 
analysis of complex basins. His long-
term multi-national study of the 
Amazon has serves the dual purposes 
of gaining a broad mechanistic under-
standing of the fluvial system, and of 
establishing data baselines needed to 
assess anthropogenic perturbations. He 
has been extending this perspective to 
Southeast Asia/Mekong, South Asia, 
and to Africa. He has approximately 
150 publications and conference 
presentations, was Vice-Chair of the 
IGBP LOICZ (Land Ocean Interactions in 
the Coastal Zone), is on the Scientific 
Steering Committee of the Amazon LBA 
program, and directs the Puget Sound 
Regional Synthesis Model program. He 
was awarded the Medalha Ademar 
Cervellini de Merito Academico, by the 
University of Sao Paulo. He has worked 
with the World Bank and GEF on 
projects of “dynamic information 
frameworks, in Brazil, China, 
Mozambique, Lake Victoria basin coun-
tries, and Bhutan.

David Rohrbach
Senior Agricultural Economist, World 
Bank 
David Rohrbach joined the Bank as a 
Senior Agricultural Economist in 2007. 
He is based in the Malawi Country 
Office. Prior to joining the World Bank, 
Dr Rohrbach worked in various insti-
tutes of the Consultative Group for 
International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR) including CIMMYT IFPRI and 
ICRISAT. He has resided and worked in 
southern Africa for the past 20 years 
— mostly on issues of agricultural 
technology change, crop improvement, 
market development and drought 
management. This included testing 
strategies for improving fertilizer use 
through micro-dosing and input market 
development. 

Amit Roy
President and Chief Executive Officer, 
International Fertilizer Development 
Center (IFDC) 
Dr. Amit Roy, IFDC President and CEO 
since 1992, came to IFDC as a chemical 
engineer in 1978. Under his leadership, 
IFDC expanded its mission to address 
not only food security but also trade, 
equity, and the environment. He led 
IFDC from fertilizer to agribusiness and 
economic development and initiated 
research and development of new or 
modified fertilizer materials and 
processes using indigenous sources, 
especially phosphate rock. Roy 
encouraged and provided technical 
assistance for the development of 
fertilizer industries in many developing 
countries. He was a driving force in 
planning and implementing the Africa 
Fertilizer Summit held in 2006 in 
Nigeria. Today, Roy is focusing on the 
development of new fertilizer products 
and technologies that use plant 
nutrients more efficiently.

Jolyne Sanjak
Managing Director, Implementation 
Support, Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC)
Jolyne Sanjak covers agriculture, land 
tenure, finance, private sector devel-
opment, and monitoring and evaluation. 
Prior to joining MCC, she worked for 
USAID as a lead economic growth and 
rural development specialist. Sanjak 
holds a PhD in agricultural and applied 
economics from the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison.

Sidi Sanyang
Director- Regional Policy and Markets, 
FARA 
Dr. Sidi Sanyang is a Scientific 
Resource Person at the Forum for 
Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) 
based in Accra, Ghana. As a Research 
Scientist and Manager with 

progressive experience as an 
Entomologist, Network Coordinator, 
and Scientific Resource Person, Dr. 
Sanyang’s experience includes research 
for development, with primary concen-
tration on integrated pest management. 
His skills include field-based and labo-
ratory research in pest and disease 
management, as well as management 
of research programs. In FARA, Dr. 
Sanyang is the leader of the research 
and technology dissemination platform, 
DONATA.

Naotaka Sawada
Consultant, World Bank 
Naotaka Sawada became project 
manager for Rural Investment Climate 
III in ARD in 2008. Previously he worked 
three years with the World Bank, 
carrying out survey and analysis of 
national investment promotion 
agencies in DECRG, investment climate 
analysis and assessment for many Latin 
American countries, as well as growth 
convergence and investment climate 
analysis for Croatia and Albania. He 
came to the Bank after acquiring 
extensive experience as a management 
consultant and ISO 9000 auditor over a 
sixteen-year period, which included a 
three-year assignment to Malaysia. 
Other international experiences include 
Egypt, Turkey, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Romania, and Iran.

Amos Sawyer
Chairman, Governance Commission of 
Liberia
The former President of the 
Government of Liberia, Amos Sawyer 
holds a PhD in political science from 
Northwestern University. His 
extensive list of publications includes 
the book Beyond Plunder: Toward 
Democratic Governance in Liberia, 
published in 2005.

Bridget Scanlon
Senior Research Scientist,  
Bureau of Economic Geology, Jackson 
School of Geosciences, University of 
Texas at Austin 
Bridget Scanlon is an author or 
co-author of about 50 refereed journal 
articles and also co-edited a book on 
recharge in semiarid regions. The 
primary objective of her research group 
is to assess sustainability issues with 
respect to water resources, within the 
context of climate variability and 
land-use change. Research sites 
include the US High Plains, North China 
Plain and Loess Plateau, and Rajasthan, 
India. They are also collaborating with 
groups working in Australia, Mexico, 
and North Africa. Water resources and 
nutrient cycling for food production is a 
major focus in all these regions and 
detailed recharge studies provide esti-
mates on groundwater availability for 

sustainable development. She has 
participated in focus groups on global 
recharge issues within the IAEA. She 
has served on many National Academy 
panels related to water resources.

Hartwig Schafer
Director of Strategy and Operations, 
World Bank 
Hartwig Schafer has worked for over 18 
years in professional and managerial 
positions in the World Bank and the 
European Commission. He is currently 
the Director of Strategy and Operations 
in the Sustainable Development 
Network Vice Presidency at the World 
Bank. His academic background is 
Economics (PhD) and Agricultural 
Economics (MA and MSc), and he has 
strong operational experience within 
Africa as well as other regions.

Susanne Scheierling
Senior Irrigation Water Economist, 
World Bank
Susanne Scheierling is Sr. Irrigation 
Water Economist in the Water Anchor 
of the Energy, Transport and Water 
Department at the World Bank.  Her 
work focuses on the economic aspects 
of agricultural water management.  
Before joining the Bank in 2007, she 
worked on agricultural and water-
related projects in Central Asia, East 
Asia and the Pacific for the Asian 
Development Bank. She was also 
involved in analytical work on water 
economics at Colorado State University, 
the International Water Management 
Institute, and the International Institute 
for Applied Systems Analysis. Ms. 
Scheierling holds a Ph.D. in agricultural 
and resource economics from Colorado 
State University. 

Sara J. Scherr
Founder and President, Ecoagriculture 
Partners 
Sara J. Scherr is an agricultural and 
natural resource economist whose 
career has focused on agricultural and 
forest policy in tropical developing 
countries. She is founder and President 
of Ecoagriculture Partners, an NGO that 
supports agricultural communities who 
manage landscapes both to increase 
production and incomes, and to 
enhance wild biodiversity and 
ecosystem services. She is a member 
of the United Nations Millennium 
Project Task Force on Hunger, and a 
member of the Board of Directors of 
The Katoomba Group and REBRAF-USA, 
and until recently the World 
Agroforestry Centre.

Steven Schonberger
Lead Operations Officer, World Bank
Steven Schonberger is Lead Operations 
Officer for East Asia Rural Development 
in the Natural Resources and 
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Environment Unit at the World Bank. He 
joined the World Bank in 1991 and has 
worked in the Latin American region in 
the Environmentally and Socially 
Sustainable Development Unit as well 
as in the country and sector units of 
East Asia and Pacific.

Ethel Sennhauser
Sector Manager, World Bank
Ethel Sennhauser is the Sector Manager 
for the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Cluster in the Sustainable 
Development Department of the World 
Bank. Prior to this assignment, she held 
positions of Sector Leader for Mexico 
and Colombia and Sr. Rural Development 
Specialist in the then Sustainable 
Development Department, covering 
environment, agriculture and social 
development in Latin America and the 
Caribbean Region (LCR).  Ethel holds a 
Doctorate of Philosophy in Regional and 
Environmental Ecology and a Master of 
Science in Biology, Ecology from the 
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

Bekzod Shamsiev
Senior Agricultural Economist,  
World Bank
Bekzod Shamsiev joined the Bank in 
1999 as an operations officer in the 
Uzbekistan Country Office, with primary 
areas of responsibility in economic and 
sector work and investment operations 
in Uzbekistan. Since relocating to the 
Bank’s HQs in 2002, he worked in a wide 
range of operations and sector work in 
the countries mapped to Europe and 
Central Asia Region.  In 2007, he was 
promoted to Senior Agricultural 
Economist and has led the agriculture 
policy dialogue for the Tajikistan Country 
Team. Prior to joining the World Bank he 
was working at the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development and 
the private sector.  

Katherine Sierra
Vice President, Sustainable 
Development, World Bank 
Katherine Sierra, Vice President for 
Sustainable Development at the World 
Bank, has overall responsibility for work 
in environment and natural resource 
management, social development, agri-
culture and rural development, 
transport, water, energy, and urban 
policies and strategies. Ms. Sierra, an 
urban planning specialist, joined the 
World Bank in 1978 and has worked 
principally in Latin America and East 
Asia, holding increasingly senior posi-
tions in Bank operational units. She 
served as Vice President of Human 
Resources from 2000 to 2004 and Vice 
President of Infrastructure from 2004 to 
2006.

Jimmy Smith
Senior Livestock Specialist, World Bank 
Jimmy Smith joined the World Bank in 
2006 as the Livestock anchor in the 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department. He came to the World Bank 
with 20 years of experience in agri-
culture research and development 
gained in a number of developing 
regions. Prior to joining the Bank he 
served as the Principal Policy Adviser for 
Agriculture at the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA), and before that he held several 
senior management positions in centers 
of the CGIAR, and in the Caribbean 
Agricultural Research and Development 
Institute. He holds a PhD. in Animal 
Science (Physiology) from the University 
of Illinois. He has contributed chapters 
in several books and published over 75 
research monographs and professional 
papers in refereed journals and edited 
proceedings.

Pete Smith
Royal Society, Wolfson Professor of 
Soils and Global Change, University of 
Aberdeen, Scotland 
Pete Smith is the Royal Society Wolfson 
Professor of Soils and Global Change at 
the Institute of Biological and 
Environmental Sciences, School of 
Biological Sciences at the University of 
Aberdeen in Scotland, United Kingdom. 
He has served as Convening lead author, 
lead author, and author for the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change since 1996 and was the 
convening lead author of the 
Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Mitigation 
chapter of the IPCC Fourth Assessment 
Report (Working Group III). He has coor-
dinated and participated in many 
national and international projects on 
soils, climate change, greenhouse 
gases, mitigation and impacts, and 
ecosystem modeling. 

Vera Songwe
Adviser, World Bank
Vera Songwe is Adviser to the 
Managing Director covering Africa, 
South Asia, and Europe and Central Asia 
regions. Prior to this, she worked with 
the East Asia and Pacific Sector Units, 
within the Poverty Reduction and 
Economic Management Sector 
Department, her most recent 
assignment being Senior Country 
Economist for the Philippines. Prior to 
joining the Bank, Vera worked at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, 
USA as a Junior Fellow/Visiting Scholar.

Victoria Stanley
Operations Officer and Land 
Administration Specialist, World Bank
Victoria got her Masters Degree in 
Public and International Affairs from 
University of Pittsburgh and Bachelor of 

Arts in Government from Cornell 
University. She is the team leader of a 
number of analytical pieces in the 
Europe and Central Asia (ECA) Region, 
including the land rental markets study. 
She is also the team leader of a number 
of land operations in ECA including the 
Real Property Registration and Cadastre 
projects in Croatia, Macedonia, 
Romania, Serbia, Bulgaria, Azerbaijan, 
and Slovenia; and land administration 
and management project in 
Montenegro. 

Mona Sur
Senior Economist, World Bank 
Mona Sur is a Senior Economist in the 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department (ARD). She is a member of 
the Policy and Strategy Team in ARD of 
the Bank’s Global Food Crisis Response 
Program Secretariat. Prior to joining 
ARD in 2008, she spent six years in the 
South Asia region working on agri-
culture and rural development 
investment operations and AAA. She 
holds a Ph.D in Agricultural and Applied 
Economics from the University of 
Minnesota.  

Burton Swanson
Consultant
Burton Swanson has spent his entire 
professional career working to 
strengthen agricultural research and 
extension systems in developing coun-
tries, starting as an agricultural 
extension worker in Cyprus in 1962. 
After completing his M.S. degree in 
International Agricultural Development 
from the University of California at 
Davis, he served as the first Training 
Officer for CIMMYT in Mexico from 
1968-70, where he worked closely with 
Norman Borlaug. Since 1975, he served 
as a professor of international agricul-
tural extension and rural development at 
the University of Illinois. During this 
period, he directed several international 
projects for USAID and carried out 
numerous international assignments for 
the World Bank, FAO, UNDP and IFAD.

Hardwick Tchale
Agricultural Economist, World Bank 
Hardwick Tchale is an Agricultural 
Economist in the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Unit of the Africa Region 
of the World Bank. He is based in the 
Malawi Country Office. He joined the 
Bank in December 2005. Hardwick holds 
a PhD in Agricultural Economics 
obtained in August 2005 from the 
Center for Development Research, 
University of Bonn, Germany. His areas 
of expertise and interest include 
economic analysis, impact assessment 
and supervision of agricultural and rural 
development projects. He is the current 
team leader for the Irrigation, Rural 
Livelihoods and Agricultural 

Development Project and is also closely 
involved in the supervision of the 
Community-Based Rural Land 
Development Project in Malawi. He is 
also involved with agricultural and rural 
development project teams in Zambia, 
Uganda, Ethiopia and Ghana. 

Timm Tennigkeit
Terrestrial Carbon Finance, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the World 
Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
Timm Tennigkeit is currently working on 
terrestrial carbon finance issues for the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and the 
World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF). He is 
based in Kunming, China. Between 2000 
and 2007, he was based in Uganda, 
working for UNIQUE forestry consul-
tants. During this time, he was involved 
in the development and implementation 
of a number of forestry and agricultural 
carbon finance projects, among others in 
the framework of the ENCOFOR project 
and the World Bank BioCarbon Fund 
projects in Uganda and Kenya.

Gary H. Toenniessen
Managing Director, Rockefeller 
Foundation 
Gary Toenniessen is the managing 
director at the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and leads the Foundation’s initiatives in 
agricultural development. Since joining 
the Foundation in 1971 he has served as 
the assistant director for the Natural 
and Environmental Sciences Division, 
assistant director, associate director and 
deputy director for Agricultural Sciences 
and director, Food Security. Most 
recently, he served as president (on a 
founding, interim basis) of the Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa, a 
project of the Rockefeller Foundation 
and the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. He is a fellow of the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and a 
recipient of the Adolph E. Gude Jr. 
Award of the American Society of Plant 
Biology. 

Michael Toman
Lead Research Economist, World Bank 
Michael Toman is Lead Research 
Economist on climate change in DECRG. 
Prior to joining the World Bank, he 
worked at the RAND Corporation, the 
Inter-American Development Bank, and 
Resources for the Future. He also served 
on the staff of the the President’s 
Council of Economic Advisers. He is an 
author of numerous publications dealing 
with economics and climate change, 
environmental policy, and sustainable 
development. 

Robert Townsend
Senior Economist, World Bank 
Robert Townsend is a Senior Economist 
in the Agriculture and Rural 
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Development department. Since joining 
the World Bank in 1999, he has worked 
in the Africa, and Europe and Central 
Asia Agriculture and Rural Development 
departments. He was recently a 
co-author of the World Development 
Report 2008: Agriculture for 
Development.

Dina Umail-Deininger
Sector Manager, World Bank
Dina Umali-Deininger is the Sector 
Manager of the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Unit in the ECA 
Sustainable Development Department. 
Prior to joining the Bank, she worked as 
an Instructor at the University of the 
Philippines and Research Associate in 
the International Rice Research 
Institute. In the Bank’s Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Department, where 
she worked from 1993 to 1997, she 
contributed to sector work on agricul-
tural policy issues in East Asia and 
Eastern Europe, focusing on public 
spending, the roles of the public and 
private sector in agriculture, and 
sustainable irrigation management. 
From 1997-2008, she worked in the 
South Asia Agriculture and Rural 
Development Unit, most recently as a 
Lead Agricultural Economist and Country 
Sector Coordinator overseeing the 
Bank’s agricultural and rural program in 
India. She was also one of the lead 
authors of the World Development 
Report 2008, Agriculture for 
Development.  She has an M.A. and 
Ph.D. in Applied Economics from 
Stanford University, and a B.A. in 
Agribusiness Management from the 
University of the Philippines. 

Juergen Voegele
Director, Agriculture and Rural 
Development, World Bank 
Juergen Voegele is the Director of the 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department at the World Bank. Mr. 
Voegele joined the World Bank in 1991 
and has held a number of assignments, 
including Head of the Agriculture Unit in 
China and Manager of the Agriculture 
and Rural Development Unit in Europe 
and Central Asia. In February 2008, Mr. 
Voegele was appointed Director of the 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department of the World Bank, where 
he chairs the Agriculture and Rural 
Sector Board, and oversees World Bank 
global programs for rural poverty alle-
viation, agriculture and natural 
resources management.

Ren Wang
Director, Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR) 
Ren Wang is the Director of the 
Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 
Previously, Dr. Wang served as deputy 
director-general for research at the 
International Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI) in the Philippines and as vice 
president of the Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences (CAAS). Dr. Wang 
began his agriculture career as a farm 
worker in his home province of Shanxi, 
China. Beginning in 1985, he was a 
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The Sunken Billions: The Economic 
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Economic losses in marine fisheries resulting 
from poor management, inefficiencies, and over-
fishing add up to US$50 billion per year. Taken 
over the last three decades, these losses total 
over US$2 trillion—a figure roughly equivalent to 
the GDP of Italy. The Sunken Billions: The 
Economic Justification for Fisheries Reform 
argues that well-managed marine fisheries could 
turn most of these losses into sustainable 
economic benefits for millions of fishers and 
coastal communities. According to this book, the 
bulk of losses occur in two main ways. First, 
depleted fish stocks mean that there are fewer 
fish to catch, and therefore the cost of finding 
and catching them is greater than it might be. 
Second, fleet overcapacity means that the 
economic benefits of fishing are dissipated due 
to redundant investment and operating costs. 
The book stresses that the figure of US$50 billion 
represents a conservative estimate, as it 

excludes losses to recreational fisheries  
and marine tourism as well as losses due 
to illegal fishing.
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In collaboration with colleagues in the Sustainable Development Network 

and across the World Bank, the Agriculture and Rural Development 

Department (ARD) works to reduce poverty through sustainable rural  

development. To this end, ARD provides analytical and advisory services to the 

Bank’s regions on a wide range of agriculture and rural development topics.

These services include the preparation and implementation of the World 

Bank’s corporate strategy on rural development, monitoring of the World 

Bank’s portfolio of agriculture and rural projects, and promoting 

knowledge sharing among agriculture and rural development practitioners, 

inside and outside the World Bank, in order to continually improve the World 

Bank’s activities in rural areas.

For more information please visit: www.worldbank.org/ard
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