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The use of soil information



Polygon Soil Mapsτpre digital

ÅJargon:

ïHoneoye silt loam

ïFine-loamy, mixed, 
active, mesic Glossic 
Hapludalf

ÅMost maps assume no soil 
variability within polygons

ÅLand use interpretations no 
better than the map units

ÅScanned, digitized maps do 
not overcome these 
limitations



FAO-Unesco Soil Map of West Africa
(1: 5 million)

The best available at the global scale



Pedologists

Edaphologists

Agronomists

Biogeochemists



Soil spectral signatures
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Infrared Spectroscopy



We know more about soils of Mars than about 
soils of Africa


