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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY

DEFINITION
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Definition of appropriate technology

Micro-scale technologies Industrial technologies
Treadle pump Sulfuric-acid sand-filtered drip irrigation

At this point in history, we have two extremes in the technology 
world:
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– To produce on a 
REGIONAL scale

– Advantages are: 
• Environmentally:

regional production, no 
long distance shipping

• Socially: fair income 
distribution between 
many producers

• Economically: dynamic 
local economy with small-
size regional industries

Appropriate technology for regional scale

The appropriate technology should be in between!
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– Locally-produced products

– Product Rating: 

Appropriate technology for local production

Supermarket
¨100% Baja Products¨

Organic product from LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Organic product from MEXICO

Organic product from THE REST OF THE WORLD
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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY

DATABASE
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Food dehydrator
Pumps
Water purifiers
Drip irrigation
Natural wastewater treatment systems
Solar energy
Drilling techniques
Dehydration technologies
Efficient stoves
Ecological sanitation

…to create a network of ¨social inventors¨

Find all inventions on: 
DM finalists, Ashoka, UN social innovation competition

Database of appropriate technology

Create a worldwide database of all appropriate technologies 
(wikipedia-type)
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Database of appropriate technology

Example of water purifier 
database and 
descriptive datasheets

Water purifiers

UV Bucket

Filtron

Mezita Azul

Lifestraw

Pur sachet
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1. Allow organizations to communicate 
through AT network 

– ask for help with a particular technology
– compare different technologies
– share experience with one technology
– debate within subgroups: solar energy group…

2. Promote local decision-making
– With AT database/catalog, NGOs, government officials or 

community members can learn about existing technologies 
and organize pilot testing

Network of AT organizations
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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY

TRANSFER
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Technology transfer is
meaningless without
monitoring and
IMPROVEMENT

Transfer of appropriate technology
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Transfer of appropriate technology
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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY

SCALING-UP
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• Present project early on, to ALL relevant 
Government Institutions

• Involve Government Actors in 
implementation of project

• Share progress reports with 
successes and failures, lessons learned, 
solutions, to educate government

• Propose realistic action plan for the 
participation of the government in the 
scaling-up

Government partnering as a key strategy for scaling-
up

Scaling-up of appropriate technology
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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY

INSTITUTE
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– jointly design technological 
solutions for the local needs

– fellowships for poor people from 
rural areas to come to Institute

– income derived from sales of 
technologies/products invented 
at Institute

– Network of institutes in each 
region of the developing world IAT would revert the brain drain 

from developing countries…

Institute of Appropriate Technology

Space of dialogue between poor populations from 
developing countries and technology experts from developed 
countries:
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THANK YOU!
Flo Cassassuce

flor@niparaja.org
+52 612 157 5764
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