Signing Ceremony of 

Local Governance Support Project (LGSP)

Wednesday, June 28, 2006

Speech by Representative of Union Parishad Chairman Association 

The Chief Guest, Mr. Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Honourable Minister for Local Government Rural Development and Cooperatives,

Mr. Zabihullah, Secretary, Economic Relations Division, 

Ms. Christine Wallich, Country Director, World Bank, 

Friends of Union Parishad chairman association, 

Representatives of development partners, civil society and media, 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 

I would like to thank the Honourable Minister for Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives for giving us an opportunity to attend this signing ceremony and speak in front of you all. In fact, only because of his sincere, committed and active initiative, this project has come into being and is going to be implemented. I, on behalf of The UP Chairman Association also would like to thank the World Bank, who has come forward to support this project and for taking initiative to make our dream into reality.

This is a great day for Bangladesh, especially for the Union Parishad representatives. We are very happy that the Local Governance Support project, which promotes the empowerment of Union Parishad will be signed today.  

Union Parishad was established 130 years ago, and is the oldest local government institution. You all know that only the UPs have regular election with strong political accountability.    

We have been working closely with the people especially the poorest and vulnerable groups. We live within the community, work for community 24 hours a day, and we are the first place where people seek help and assistance. 

The UPs have 38 functions, but previously, we were not given any funds directly to assist our community and materialize those functions. Since 2004, government has allocated a block grant to all UPs, which helped us to fulfill some basic community needs such as rehabilitation of roads, construction of culverts/bridges/drainage, irrigation facilities etc. at local level. 

We are glad to learn that this block grant will be expanded in the next five years. This will assist UP and community to plan and implement local level development activities.  The provision of the expanded block grant to be made available through the Project will be a very useful resource to improve the lives of the people and reduce poverty. 

On behalf of all UP Chairman and the UP Chairman Association, I would like to express my firm commitment that the UPs will do their best to fulfill the expectations outlined in the Project.

At the end, again I would like to thank the honorable Minister, officials of Local Government Division and other ministries, the World Bank and other development partners for supporting UPs through this project. 

Thank you all. 
