H-8-BY

Project title: “Aids in My Sight”
This project is aimed at teaching safe conduct skills in risk situations to young people:  8-11 grade students of boarding schools and students who are on record with the juvenile police units and who live in Rechitsa, Zhlobin and Kalinkovichi – the towns suffering from HIV infection breakouts, where other organizations conduct little work on HIV/AIDS prevention.  The project methodology provides for active involvement of young people in the project activities through the use of interactive and creative methods of work (teaching of the basics of safe conduct in risk situations at interactive training sessions, creation and participation in the staging of a forum theater on building the teenager skills of safe conduct, and a thematic exhibition).  It is also envisaged to ensure sustainable development of the project through building of volunteer teams in those towns and involvement of social counselors dealing with the project’s focus group, in the project activities, thus facilitating further use of the project experience in their work.  In addition, a manual with a summary of the project operations and the use of project methods in HIV/AIDS prevention activities will be designed and distributed, and a round table will be conducted to develop a plan of further actions and dissemination of the project outcomes.
The forum theater methodology is based on direct involvement of the audience in the performance.  There is an intensive discussion of the staged events.   Anyone in the audience may take part in the play by changing the course of events.  Thus, the forum theater methodology is aimed at social issues, one of which is the problem of AIDS.  It is an effective form for building young people’s skills of safe conduct.  Discussion of various topics with this interactive method sets the people in the audience free and allows them to better comprehend the information.  The method is efficient in work with student of boarding schools and students who are on record with juvenile police units, since it removes the psychological constraints, pressures, and facilitates a higher degree of empathy to the performance characters since anyone in the audience may take part in the process of discussions at any time when they are ready for it..

1. Name of organization: Belarusian Youth Public Association “New Faces”
2. Brief information about the organization: 

The Belarusian Youth Public Association “New Faces” is an organization with 89 members, age structure: the absolute majority are young people under 30.  The objective of the organization is to facilitate the development of youth movement in Belarus and to support youth initiatives in the areas of culture, education, ecology, sports, healthy way of life.
Our mission: the BYPA “New Faces”, based on the principles of openness, tolerance and equal rights, promotes creation of an active citizenship stand of the young people in the Republic of Belarus and it provides them an opportunity of development and self-actualization.
3. Contact information: newfaces@newfaces-belarus.org, www.newfaces-belarus.org
