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Project Title: Youth Photography School 
1. Project summary (project idea; youth problems to be addressed by the project; innovation of the idea)
Though the official unemployment in the country is very low, at the beginning of their career young people quite often face the problem of low remuneration and uncertainty of career opportunities. This is particularly true for creative young people because the current government policy is aimed at additional regulation of education (for example, an intention to introduce, effective  this academic year,  the requirement for a reference issued by the special government commission for entering the faculty of journalism) in these fields.

A group of young people will master the specialty of a photographer (portrait and subject photography, photo report, digital processing and preparation of images for printing) and will thus get an opportunity to fins jobs  in photo studios, to open their own business as individual entrepreneurs-photographers or to use their skills to get an additional income. Studying photography allows to get skills within a short period of time that would provide good chances to find  a good job and decent remuneration.

The innovation of this project lies with its approach to practical classes within a study course, notably development of an individual portfolio. In addition to improvement of the knowledge received at the courses, it is intended to address another problem which is important for the country - formation of a positive image of non-governmental organizations. To make a portfolio, trainees will shoot activities (actions and other events) of the Belarusian non-governmental organizations. In addition to shooting in Minsk, it is envisaged to attend events (travel, meals and accommodation will be covered, if needed) organized by the regional non-governmental organizations. The photographs will be processed, arranged and sent back to host organizations for further use as promotion materials. 

Provision of additional resource to NGOs in the form of professional photos of their activities (in printed and digital form) will help them improve their image, establish contacts and design their information materials.

It is intended to hold 9 two-month courses. The first month will involve theoretical training, the second month – development of a portfolio. The schedule will be flexible to ensure efficient use of project time, premises and equipment as well as communication and exchange of experience between participants from different groups. It is expected to train 90 people.

During practical courses a group will attend about 12-14 events; during the life of the project the participants will attend more than 100 events. It is intended to visit and attend events organized by the regional NGOs. Priority will be given to visiting youth organizations and events outreaching young people or organized by them. Photo reports will be posted on web-sites of the Focus-Group www.f-group.org and informal network of civil education organizations  www.adukatar.net  and will be  forwarded to the host organizations in the digital format. 

2. Title of the organization: Youth Educational NGO “Focus-Group”

3. Summary information about the organization:

Non-governmental association «Focus-Group» is a service youth education organization. It consists of  9 members and 12 volunteers. Most of its members are young social teachers, social workers and psychologists having university education in pedagogic and psychology. Among its volunteers are students studying humanities – future social teachers, journalists and others.

The principal objective of the organization is to help children and young people with self-determination, to develop their creative abilities and skills for successful adaptation in the modern society.

4. Contact information: e-mail: fokusgrupa@gmail.com; web-site: f-group.org 

