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Waterin the Arab World documents the existing
"embedded knowledge" that has been generated
by World bank-financed projects dealing with
water management challenges in countries of the
Middle East and North Africa region. As such, this is
not a conventional book, but a compendium of
ideas, analysis and reflections as captured by
World Bank staff reflecting the creativity and variety
of solutions developed by professionals and likewise
communities across the region.
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CHAIR

Daniela Gressani
Vice President, Middle East and North Africa Region, World Bank

Ms. Gressani guides the World Bank's strategy for the Middle East and North Africa
region. She leads a group of staff that provide lending and knowledge services to Low
and Middle Income countries, a unique program of fee-based technical cooperation to
High Income countries, and rapid response reconstruction and reform programs for
conflict areas coupled with longer term institutional social and economic development
assistance. Ms. Gressani has been in the World Bank since 1988, serving in a number of
senior positions, including Country Director for Central Europe and the Baltic States
(2005-2006); Interim Director at the Office of the President (2005); Director for Strategy
and Operations, Latin America & Caribbean Region(2003-2004); Sector Manager for
Poverty Reduction and Economic Management, Europe and Central Asia (1999-2003)
and Middle East and North Africa (1997-1999); as well as various assignments as
economist (1988-1997). Prior to joining the World Bank, Ms. Gressani served as an
economist in the Research Department of the Central Bank of Italy.

AUTHOR
Vijay Jagannathan
Sector Manager for Water, Sustainable Development Department, Middle East & North
Africa Region, World Bank
Mr. Jagannathan, an Indian national, has been sector manager in the Middle East and
North Africa Region since 2003. He is responsible for the World Bank's engagement in
all aspects of water management , including policy work and lending operations in the
countries represented in the region. Currently, the World Bank has active programs in
Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and Gaza and
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Prior to this assignment, Mr. Jagannathan worked on
water projects and policy work in several regions of the World Bank: East Asia, Africa,
South Asia and South America. Before joining the World Bank in 1989, he worked in the
Indian Administrative Service in West Bengal, India.

DISCUSSANT
Christian Delvoie
Director, Knowledge Strategy Group, World Bank
Mr. Delvoie, a Belgian national, joined the World Bank as an economist, through the
Young Professionals Program in 1977. He has broad experience spanning Africa,
Middle East and North Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, and East Asia and the
Pacific in both the sector and country streams. Mr. Delvoie was Country Director in
Middle East and North Africa region and was Sector Director for infrastructure and for
Sustainable Development in the East Asia and the Pacific. Prior to these assignments,
Mr. Delvoie was Division Chief for the Caribbean program; had a field assignment in
Jakarta; and worked as a transport economist and financial analyst in both Africa and
Latin America.

About The InfoShop

The InfoShop is the public information center of the World Bank and serves as a forum
for substantial debate on international development. Our extensive events program
consists of more than 250 events over the past two years and has hosted many
internationally recognized speakers, including Queen Noor, Francis Fukuyama, Jeffrey
Sachs, Amartya Sen, Joseph Stiglitz, Thomas Friedman, Senator Hagel, and Carly



Fiorina. The InfoShop functions as the only publicly accessible space at headquarters
and provides internal and external audiences with over 10,000 titles published by the
World Bank, international organizations, and other publishers on development issues.
For more information, visit www.worldbank.org/infoshop

For comments about the events program, visit InfoShop.
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