
Drought frequency is already increasing in MENA

The Palmer Index measures drought as normalized departure of temperature and precipitation from long 
terms normals. In the Maghreb  and parts of the Mashreq, there have been extreme droughts in 1990-2002 
(Palmer index of -4)

Palmer Drought Severity Index (PDSI) for 1990 to 2002. 

Source: IPCC Fourth Assessment Report, 2007
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A one meter sea level rise would cause an area of 970
thousand km2 in the Nile Delta to submerge under the sea.




