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Abstract

The Policy Research Working Paper Series disseminates the fi ndings of work in progress to encourage the exchange of ideas about development 
issues. An objective of the series is to get the fi ndings out quickly, even if the presentations are less than fully polished. The papers carry the 
names of the authors and should be cited accordingly. The fi ndings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in this paper are entirely those 
of the authors. They do not necessarily represent the views of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development/World Bank and 
its affi liated organizations, or those of the Executive Directors of the World Bank or the governments they represent.
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The paper presents a nontechnical summary of the 
current state of debate on the measurement and 
implications of global inequality (inequality between 
citizens of the world). It discusses the relationship 
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between globalization and global inequality. And it shows 
why global inequality matters and proposes a scheme for 
global redistribution.


