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 [image: image2.png]Article 1 (Purpose)




The purpose of this Act is to have all the people enjoy healthy and pleasant lives by preventing the environmental pollution and environmental damages and by properly managing and preserving environment through defining the right and duty of citizens and the obligation of the State with regard to environmental preservation, and determining the fundamental matters for environmental policies. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image3.png]Aricle 2 (Fundamental Idea)




The fundamental idea of this Act is to have current citizens broadly enjoy environmental benefits and simultaneously to allow future generations inherit such benefits, by having the State, local governments, enterprisers and citizens endeavor to maintain and create a better environment, and when they perform any act utilizing the environment, to preferentially consider an environmental preservation and to devise the joint efforts for preventing any environmental harms on the earth, in view of facts that a creation of delightful environments through a qualitative improvement and preservation of the environment and a maintenance of harmony and balance between human beings and the environment through them are indispensable elements for the enjoyment of health and cultural life of citizens, the preservation of national territory, and the everlasting development of the nation. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image4.png]Aricle 3 (Definitions)




For the purpose of this Act, the definitions of terms shall be as follows: <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999; Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

1.The term "environment" means a natural environment and living environment; 

2.The term "natural environment" means the natural conditions (including ecosystem and natural scenery) which include all animate things in the underground, the earth's surface (including the seas) and the ground, and the non-animate things surrounding them; 

3.The term "living environment" means the environment related to the daily life of human beings, such as the air, water, waste, noise, vibration, malodor, sunshine, etc.; 

4.The term "environmental pollution" means air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution, sea pollution, radioactive contaminations, noises, vibrations, malodor, sunshine interception, etc., which are caused by the industrial activities and other human activities, and which are such conditions as inflict damages on the human health or the environment; 

4-2.The term "environmental damage" means the conditions which inflict serious damage on intrinsic functions of the natural environment by overhunting or overgathering wild animals or plants, destructing their habitats, disturbing the order of ecosystem, impairing the natural scenery and washing away the topsoil, etc.; 

5.The term "environmental preservation" means the acts to protect the environment from any environmental pollution and environmental impairing, to improve the polluted or impaired environment, and to simultaneously maintain and create the conditions of delightful environment; and 

6.The term "environmental capacity" means the limit to which environment keeps its quality and absorbs, purifies and restores environmental pollution or environmental damage on its own. 

 [image: image5.png]Article 4 (Oblgation of State and Local Govemments)




(1) In order to prevent any environmental pollution and environmental damages and their dangers and to properly manage and preserve the environment, the State shall be liable for devising and executing environmental preservation plans. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

(2) The local government shall be liable for devising and executing its own plans according to the environmental preservation plans of the State, taking consideration into the regional characteristics of its jurisdictional area. 

 [image: image6.png]Article 5 (Obligation of Business Operator)




Any business operator shall voluntarily take measures required for preventing any environmental pollution and environmental damages caused by his business activities, and be liable for participating in and cooperating with the environmental preservation policies of the State or local governments. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image7.png]Article 6 (Rights and Duties of People)




(1) All the people shall have the rights to live in healthy and agreeable environments. 

(2) All the people shall cooperate with environmental preservation policies of the State and local governments. 

(3) All the people shall endeavor to reduce the environmental pollution and damages incurred by their daily lives and to preserve the national land and environment. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image8.png]Article 7 (Principle of Liability of Persons Causing Pollution)




Any person who causes grounds for environmental pollution or environmental damages due to his acts or business activities shall be in principle liable for the prevention of relevant pollution or damages, and for the recovery and restoration of polluted or damaged environments, and for bearing the expenses for the relief of suffering from environmental pollution or environmental damages. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image9.png]Article 7-2 (Advance Prevention of Environmental Polution, etc)




(1) The State and local governments shall exert preferential efforts for an advance preventive management of pollution through an original reduction of the materials and sources for environmental pollution, and devise the policies promoting the voluntary efforts by business operators for the prevention of environmental pollution. 

(2) Business operators shall use the raw materials with less environmental pollution and improve their production processes at the entire phases of business activities such as production, sale, distribution and disposal, etc. of their products, and endeavor to make original reductions in generating the polluting substances and to minimize the harmful impact arising from the use and disposal of their products on the environment by means of the saving of resources and the promotion of recycling. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(3) The State, local governments and business operators shall make every effort to minimize the harmful impact arising from their administrative plans and development projects on the environment with the aim of preventing such administrative plans and development projects from damaging the national land and natural environment. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image10.png]Article 7—3 (Integrated Consideration for Enwvironment and Economy. etc.)




(1) The Government shall develop methods by which the environment and economy are evaluated in an integrated manner and take into account such integrated evaluation of the environment and economy when it devises various policies. 

(2) The Government shall assist in minimizing the harmful impact on the environment through consultations between industries, regions and businesses within the environmental capacity. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image11.png]Article 74 (Saving of Hesources, elc. and Faciitation of their Girculation Use)




(1) The State and local governments shall develop policies necessary to economize resources and energy, and facilitate the circulation use of resources, including the reuse and reutilization of resources. 

(2) Business operators shall cooperate with the State and local governments in implementing policies under paragraph (1) when they carry out economic activities. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 
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(1) The Government shall submit each year to the National Assembly a report on the situation of promoting major environmental preservation policies. 

(2) The report under paragraph (1) shall contain the following matters: <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

1.Current status of the environmental pollution and environmental damages; 

2.Trends of domestic and foreign environments; 

3.Promotion status of the environmental preservation policies; and 

4.Other important matters on the environmental preservation. 

(3) The Minister of Environment may request the head of related central administrative agency to submit the data required for preparing the report under paragraph (1), and the head of related central administrative agency shall comply with it unless there exist any special reasons. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997>
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Deleted. <by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image14.png]CHAPTER Il ESTABLISHMENT, ETC. OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION PLAN




 [image: image15.png]SECTION 1 Environmental Standards




 [image: image16.png]Article 10 (Establishment of Environmental Standards)




(1) For the purpose of protecting the health of citizens and creating a delightful environment, the Government shall establish the environmental standards, and make such standards keep their propriety according to any changes in environmental conditions. 

(2) The environmental standards under paragraph (1) shall be determined by the Presidential Decree. 

(3) The Special Metropolitan City, Metropolitan City or Do (hereinafter referred to as the "City/Do") may, in case where deemed necessary in view of the speciality of regional environments, set forth the separate environmental standards which are more expanded and strengthened than the environmental standards under paragraph (1) (hereinafter referred to as the "local environmental standards") by the Municipal Ordinance of the relevant City/Do. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

(4) The Special Metropolitan City Mayor, Metropolitan City Mayor or Do governor (hereinafter referred to as the "Mayor/Do governor") shall, in case where the local environmental standards are set forth or altered under paragraph (3), without delay report thereon to the Minister of Environment. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image17.png]Article 11 (Maintenance of Enwronmental Standards)




(1) The State and local governments shall, in case where they enact the Acts and subordinate statutes related to the environment and devise the administrative plans and execute the projects so as to make the environmental standards under  [image: image18.png]Article 10



 properly kept, give consideration to the following matters: 

1.Prevention of the environmental deterioration, and elimination of the factors thereof; 

2.Restoration to the original state of any area whose environments are polluted; 

3.Prevention of any environmental dangers by utilizing new scientific technologies; and 

4.Proper distribution of financial resources for the prevention of environmental pollution. 

(2) through (5) Deleted. <by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>
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(1) The Minister of Environment shall develop the comprehensive national environmental plan to preserve the environment in the national level (hereinafter referred to as the "comprehensive national environmental plan") after consultations with the heads of central administrative agencies concerned every ten years. 

(2) The comprehensive national environmental plan developed under paragraph (1) shall be determined after going through deliberation of the State Council. 

(3) The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply mutatis mutandis to a case where it is intended to alter the comprehensive national environmental plan that has been determined: Provided, That in the event of altering insignificant matters prescribed by the Presidential Decree, the deliberation thereof of the State Council may be omitted. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image21.png]Article 13 (Contents of Comprehensive National Environmental Plan)




The comprehensive national environmental plan shall contain the following matters: <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999; Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

1.Matters concerning the given conditions for environmental changes, such as population, industry, economy, utilization of land and sea, etc.; 

2.Predictions of the sources of environment pollution, environmental pollution level and pollutant discharge quantity, and prospects of changes in environmental quality due to environmental pollution and environmental damages; 

3.Current status and prospects of the natural environment; 

4.Setting the target of the environmental preservation and the phased measures and project programs on the matters of the following items to attain such target: 

(a) Matters concerning the preservation of natural environment such as biological diversity, ecosystem and scenery, etc.; 

(b) Matters concerning the preservation of soil; 

(c) Matters concerning the preservation of marine environment; 

(d) Matters concerning the preservation of the national land environment; 

(e) Matters concerning the preservation of air environment; 

(f) Matters concerning the preservation of water-quality environment; 

(g) Matters concerning the wider availability of tap-water and sewage systems; 

(h) Matters concerning the control of wastes and their recycling; 

(i) Matters concerning the control of harmful chemical substances; and 

(j) Matters concerning the control of radioactive contaminants and the other matters legarding the management of environment; 

5.Computation of expenses required for executing the projects, and methods to raise their financial resources; and 

6.Other matters incidental to the matters of subparagraphs 1 through 5. 

 [image: image22.png]Article 14 (Implementation of Comprehensive National Environmental Plan)




(1) The Minister of Environment shall without delay notify the heads of the related central administrative agencies of the comprehensive national environmental plan that is determined or altered under  [image: image23.png]Article 12



 (2) or (3). <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997; Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(2) The heads of the related central administrative agencies shall take measures necessary to implement the comprehensive national environmental plan. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

 [image: image24.png]Article 14-2 (Estabishment, eitc. of Mid—Term Comprehensive Plan for Environmental Preservation)




(1) The Minister of Environment shall draw up every 5 years a mid-term comprehensive plan for the environmental preservation (hereinafter referred to as the "mid-term plan") for the comprehensive and systematic promotion of the comprehensive national environmental plan that is determined under  [image: image25.png]Article 12



 (2). <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(2) The Minister of Environment shall, in case where he draws up a mid-term plan under paragraph (1), determine it after consultations with the heads of related central administrative agencies. The same shall apply to a case where the determined mid-term plan is altered. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(3) The Minister of Environment shall notify the heads of the related central administrative agencies and the Mayor/Do governor of the mid-term plan that is determined or altered under paragraph (2), and the heads of the central administrative agencies and the Mayor/Do governor so notified shall reflect it on the competent business plans. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(4) The Minister of Environment, the heads of the related central administrative agencies and the Mayor/Do governor shall devise and promote the implementation plans by year of the mid-term plan that is determined or altered under paragraph (2) under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree, and the heads of the central administrative agencies and the Mayor/Do governor shall submit every year the record of promotion of the implementation plans by year to the Minister of Environment. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(5) Matters necessary for devising and promoting the mid-term plan shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image26.png]Article 14-3 (Devising. eic. of Giy/Do Environmental Preservation Plan)




(1) The Mayor/Do governor shall draw up and implement the environmental preservation plan of the relevant City/Do (hereinafter referred to as the "City/Do environmental plan") according to the comprehensive national environmental plan and mid-term plans, in view of the regional speciality of competent areas. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(2) The Mayor/Do governor shall, when he draws up the City/Do environmental plan in accordance with paragraph (1), report such City/Do environmental plan without delay to the Minister of Environment. The same shall apply to a case where the former alters the City/Do environmental plan that has been drawn up. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(3) The Minister of Environment may, if it is necessary for the control of environment by affected zone provided for in  [image: image27.png]Article 23



, ask the relevant Mayor/Do governor to alter the City/Do environmental plan. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image28.png]Article 14-4 (Development, etc. of S§i/Gun/Gu Environmental Preservation Plan)




(1) The head of Si/Gun/Gu (referring to the head of autonomous Gu; hereinafter the same shall apply) shall develop and implement a Si/Gun/Gu environmental preservation plan of his own (hereinafter referred to as the "Si/Gun/Gu environmental plan") taking into account the characteristics of his jurisdictional area in line with the comprehensive national environmental plan, the mid-term plan, and the City/Do environmental plan. 

(2) The head of Si/Gun/Gu shall, when he draws up the Si/Gun/Gu environmental plan under paragraph (1), report such environmental plan to the Minister of Environment through the competent Mayor/Do governor after consulting with the head of the relevant local environmental agency thereabout. The same shall apply to a case where the head of Si/Gun/Gu alters any Si/Gun/Gu environmental plan that has been drawn up. 

(3) The head of local environmental agency and the Mayor/Do governor may, if it is necessary for the control of environment by affected zone under  [image: image29.png]Article 23



, ask the head of relevant Si/Gun/Gu to alter the Si/Gun/Gu environmental plan. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image30.png]Article 14-5 (Environmental Consideration for Development Plans and Projects, etc.)




(1) The State and the heads of local governments shall, when it or they develop their plans for the land utilization and development, take into account the comprehensive national environmental plan, the City/Do environmental plan and the Si/Gun/Gu environmental plan (hereinafter referred to as the "comprehensive national environmental plan, etc.") and the environmental capacity of the relevant area. 

(2) The heads of central administrative agencies, the Mayor/Do governor and the head of Si/Gun/Gu (hereinafter referred to as the "heads of administrative agencies concerned") shall, when they permit, authorize, approve, license, determine and designate (hereinafter referred to as the "permission, etc.") any project involving the utilization or development of land, take into account the comprehensive national environmental plan, etc. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image31.png]Article 15 (Survey and Evalation of Environmental State. etc)




(1) The State and local governments shall always survey and evaluate the matters of the following subparagraphs: 

1.Current state of natural environment and living environment; 

2.Actual state of environmental pollution and environmental damage; 

3.Sources of environmental pollution and the causes of damaging environment; 

4.Changes in the quality of environment; and 

5.Other matters needed to develop and implement the comprehensive national environmental plan, etc. 

(2) The State and local governments shall maintain a system by which research, monitoring, measurement, test and analysis are conducted to implement properly the survey and evaluation referred to in paragraph (1). 

(3) Necessary matters concerning the system of conducting research, monitoring, measurement, test and analysis to implement properly the survey and evaluation referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image32.png]Article 15-2 (Development and Dissemination of Enwvironment—Friendly Planning Techniques, eic)




(1) The Government may develop environment-friendly planning techniques and set standards for the utilization and development of land (hereinafter referred to as the "environment-friendly planning techniques, etc.") and widely disseminate them to draw up and implement the administrative plans and plan development projects affecting the environment in an environmentally sound and sustainable manner. 

(2) Necessary matters concerning the methods of developing the environment-friendly planning techniques, etc. and the details, etc. thereof shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image33.png]Article 15-3 (Propagation of Environmental Information, etc.)




(1) The Minister of Environment shall propagate knowledge and information on the environmental preservation to the people and endeavor to make the information on environment easily accessible to the people. 

(2) The Minister of Environment may set up and operate an environment information network to produce and propagate smoothly the knowledge and information on the environmental preservation referred to in paragraph (1). 

(3) The Minister of Environment may request the heads of administrative agencies concerned to submit materials necessary to set up and operate the environment information network. In this case, the heads of administrative agencies concerned shall, upon receiving the request, comply with the request unless special grounds exist that make it impossible for them to do so. 

(4) The Minister of Environment may, if it is deemed necessary to efficiently set up and operate the environment information network referred to in paragraph (2), commission any specialized institution to survey the current state of environment or entrust any specialized institution with the setup and operation of such environment information network. 

(5) Necessary matters concerning the setup and operation of the environment information network, the entrustment thereof to any specialized institution, and the commission of the survey on the current state of environment to any specialized institution under paragraphs (2) and (4) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image34.png]Article 16 (Education, etc. on Environmental Preservation)




The State and local governments shall devise and promote the required policies so as to deepen the understanding of citizens as to the environmental preservation through the education and publicity on the environmental preservation, and to inspire citizens to voluntarily participate in the environmental preservation and to implement it in their daily life. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image35.png]Article 16—-2 (Acceleration of Environmental Preservation Activities by Private Environmental Organizations, eic.)




(1) The State and local governments shall devise the necessary policies such as a provision of information, so as to accelerate the voluntary activities for the environmental preservation by the private environmental organizations, etc. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(2) In the event that any private environmental organization, etc. carry out activities designed to preserve environment such as the purchase and control of any area whose scenery and ecosystem are highly valued, the State and the relevant local government provide such private environmental organization, etc. with necessary administrative assistance. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image36.png]Article 17 (Intemational Cooperation and Preservation of Global Environments)




The State and local governments shall interchange the environmental information and technology through international cooperation, foster the specialized manpower, and actively participate in the international efforts, such as making mutual cooperations concerning the monitoring, measuring and protecting the global environments, in order to preserve the global environments from the climatic changes, destruction of ozone layer, sea pollution, desertification, and decrease of biological resources, etc. 

[This Article Wholly Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image37.png]Article 18 (Promation of Enwvironmental Science and Technology)




The State and local governments shall devise the policies necessary for promoting environmental science and technology, such as experiments, research, studies, technical development, fosterage of specialized manpower, etc. for the environmental preservation. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image38.png]Article 19 (Installation and Management of Environmental Preservation Facilties)




The State and local governments shall take measures necessary for installing and managing public facilities for environmental preservation, such as the green land areas to reduce the environmental pollution, the facilities for the treatment of waste water, sewage water and wastes, the facilities for preventing noises, vibration and malodors, and other facilities for protecting and restoring wild animals and plants, and ecosystems, etc. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999; Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

 [image: image39.png]Article 20 (Regulation for Environmental Preservation)




The Government shall keep necessary regulations, for the purpose of environmental preservation, over the discharge of substances causing the pollution of air, water, soil or sea, the generation of noise, vibration or malodor, the treatment of wastes, the encroachment of sunshine, and the damage of natural environments. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image40.png]Article 20-2 (Advance Publication of Permissible Emission Levels)




The State shall, when it intends to set or alter permissible emission levels with respect to environmental pollution in accordance with the relevant Acts and subordinate statutes, publish such permissible emission levels in advance unless special grounds exist that make it impossible for it to do so. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image41.png]Article 20-3 (Economic Inducing Means)




The Government shall devise an economic inducing means necessary for promoting an efficient utilization of resources, and for inducing those who have given rise to the reasons for environmental pollutions to voluntarily reduce a discharge of pollutants. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image42.png]Aricle 21 (Control of Hammful Chemicals)




The Government shall devise the policies to properly control the harmful chemical substances, in order to prevent any environmental pollution by chemical substances and any dangers to the health. 

 [image: image43.png]Article 21-2 (Prevention, etc. of Environmental Pollution by Radicactive Substances)




(1) The Government shall take adequate measures on the environmental pollution by radioactive substances, and on the prevention thereof. 

(2) The measures under paragraph (1) shall be governed by the  [image: image44.png]Atomic Energy Act



 and other relevant Acts. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999] 

 [image: image45.png]Article 21-3 (Evaluation of Harmful Impact of Science and Technology., eic.)




The Government shall, when it is deemed necessary to prevent any harmful impact arising from the development of science and technology on ecosystem and human health, take appropriate measures to analyze such harmful impact and evaluate its danger. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image46.png]Article 21-4 (Countermeasures against Environment—Caused Diseases)




The State and local governments shall find out how environmental pollution incurs damage to the people's health and work out countermeasures to address diseases caused by environmental pollution. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image47.png]Article 21-5 (Upgrade of Enwvironment—Friendiness in Stale Polices, eic)




(1) The State and local governments shall formulate policies necessary to build an environment-friendly traffic system to minimize environmental pollution or environmental damage in the traffic sector. 

(2) The State and local governments shall formulate policies necessary to utilize energy rationally and efficiently, and develop and propagate environment-friendly energy to minimize environmental pollution or environmental damage arising from the utilization of energy. 

(3) The State and local governments shall formulate policies necessary to develop environment-friendly agriculture, forestry and fisheries to minimize environmental pollution or environmental damage arising from the agricultural, forestry and fishery sectors. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image48.png]Article 22 (Establishment of Special Comprehensive Measures)




(1) The Minister of Environment shall designate and publicly notify any area where the environmental pollution, environmental damages and the changes in the ecosystem are remarkable or likely to become remarkable, and the area where the environmental standards under  [image: image49.png]Article 10



 (1) are often exceeded, as the special measures area for environmental preservation in consultation with the heads of related central administrative agencies and the Mayors/Do governors, and devise the special comprehensive measures for environmental preservation in the relevant area, and have the competent Mayors/Do governors implement them. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997; Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

(2) The Minister of Environment may restrict the utilization of land and the installation of facilities in a special measures area under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree, only when it is required for environmental improvement in the special measures area under paragraph (1). <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997>

 [image: image50.png]Article 23 (Control of Environment by Affected Zone)




(1) In order to grasp the situation of environmental pollution and to devise preventive measures, the Minister of Environment shall control the air pollution by the affected zone, the water pollution by the water-system zone and the pollution of ecosystem by affected zone. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997; Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(2) The head of every local government may control the environment by the affected zone according to circumstances of his jurisdictional area to effectively control the air pollution, water pollution, or ecosystem of his jurisdictional area. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

 [image: image51.png]SECTION 3 Preservation of Natural Environment




 [image: image52.png]Article 24 (Preservation of Natural Environment)




The State and citizens shall endeavor for the maintenance and preservation of the order and balance of nature, in view of the fact that the preservation of natural environments is fundamental to the human survival and living. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image53.png]SECTION 4 Advance Consulations about Examination of Environmental Impact, etc.




 [image: image54.png]Article 25 (Advance Consultations about Examination of Environmental Impact)




(1) The head of any administrative agency concerned shall, with the aim of maintaining the relevance of the environmental standards provided for in  [image: image55.png]Article 11



 when he intends to develop and determine the administrative plan affecting the environment (including the designation of any area, district and complex, etc.; hereinafter the same shall apply) and preservation of natural environment, or to grant permission, etc. for any development project, consult with the Minister of Environment or the head of any local environmental agency (hereinafter referred to as the "head of consultative agency") about the examination of its impact on the environment (hereinafter referred to as the "advance consultations about the examination of environmental impact") regarding matters provided for in each subparagraph of the same Article before he determines the administrative plan or grant permission, etc. for the development project. 

(2) The head of any administrative agency concerned shall, when he intends to make advance consultations about the examination of environment. prepare documents necessary for examining the impact of the relevant administrative plan and the relevant development project on the environment under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

(3) The head of any consultative agency shall, upon receiving any request from the head of any administrative agency concerned for consultations about the administrative plan and development project referred to in paragraph (1), notify the head of the administrative agency concerned of his opinion under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

(4) Necessary matters concerning the kind, scale, timing, and methods of the administrative plan and development project for which advance consultations about the examination of environmental impact are required to be made with the head of consultative agency under paragraph (1) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image56.png]Article 26 (Implementation, Control and Supervsion of Advance Consultaions about Examination of Environmental Impact, etc)




(1) The heads of administrative agencies concerned who have been notified of the opinion on the advance consultations about the examination of environmental impact from the head of consultative agency under  [image: image57.png]Article 25



 (3) shall take steps necessary to reflect such opinion in the relevant administrative plans and development projects unless special grounds exist that make it impossible for them to do so and notify the head of consultative agency of the results of such steps or plans to take such steps. 

(2) In the event that the opinion on the advance consultations about the examination of environmental impact referred to in paragraph (1) is reflected in the relevant administrative plans and development projects, the heads of administrative agencies concerned and business operators shall earnestly implement such opinion. 

(3) Necessary matters concerning the results of steps and plans to take steps, etc. referred to in paragraph (1) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image58.png]Article 27 (Prohibition on Advance Permission, etc. for Development Projecis)




(1) The heads of administrative agencies shall be prohibited from granting permission, etc. for any development project before the procedures for consultations provided for in  [image: image59.png]Article 25



 are completed. 

(2) With respect to any development project that is already undertaken before the procedures for consultations are completed, the head of consultative agency may ask the head of the administrative agency concerned to take necessary steps to halt the development project in question. In this case, the head of the administrative agency concerned shall comply with the request from the head of consultative agency unless special grounds exist that make it impossible for him to do so. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image60.png]Article 28 (Ernvironmental Impact Assesament)




The State shall make the assessment of the impact on environment to minimize the impact of implementation of such project on the environment by evaluating and examining the impact of such project on the environment in advance when it draws up a plan to undertake the project that has a great impact on the environment. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002] 

 [image: image61.png]SECTION 5 Mediation of Dispute and He

of Damage




 [image: image62.png]Article 20 (Mediation of Dispute)




In preparation for the case where a dispute is caused by environmental pollution or damages or other environment-related disputes are occurred, the State and local governments shall devise the policies necessary for their rapid and fair settlements. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

 [image: image63.png]Article 30 (Relief of Damage)




The State and local governments shall devise the policies necessary for the smooth relief of any sufferings caused by the environmental pollution or damages. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>
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(1) If any suffering is caused by the environmental pollution or damages generated from a business place, etc., the enterpriser shall indemnify for the suffering. <Amended by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

(2) In case where two or more business places exist, and if it is impossible to find out which business place caused the suffering under paragraph (1), each business operator shall indemnify for it jointly and severally. 

 [image: image65.png]CHAPTER Il LEGISLATIVE AND FINANCIAL MEASURES




 [image: image66.png]Article 32 (Legislalive Measures, eic.)




The State and local governments shall take legislative and financial measures necessary for implementing the policies for environmental preservation. 

Article 33 (Financial Support, etc. to Local Governments)

(1) The State may support from the national treasury the whole or part of the expenses required for environmental preservation projects of the local governments. 

(2) The Minister of Environment may designate a local government for a model environmental control in order to enhance the capability of environmental control by the local government and to activate the environment-friendly local administration, and take measures necessary for supporting it. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

Article 34 (Support to Environmental Control by Business Operators)

(1) The State or local governments may take any taxational measures and grant other financial supports necessary for supporting the installation and operation of facilities for the environmental preservation conducted by the business operator. 

(2) The State and local governments may grant the administrative and financial supports necessary for the fixation and expansion of systems for voluntary environmental control under which the business operators endeavor toward a voluntary control of environments. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

Article 35 (Financial Support for Research, Study and Technical Development)

The State or local governments may grant any financial support necessary for the scientific research, study, and technical development related to the environmental preservation. 

CHAPTER IV ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Article 36

Deleted. <by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

Article 37 (Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee)

(1) In order to provide any advice on the environmental preservation, the Central Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee shall be established under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Environment, the City/Do Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee under the jurisdiction of the Mayor/Do governor and the Si/Gun/Gu Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee under the jurisdiction of the head of Si/Gun/Gu, respectively. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997; Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

(2) Necessary matters concerning the composition and operation of the Central Environmental Preservation Advisory Committees under paragraph (1) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree, and necessary matters concerning the composition and operation of the City/Do Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee and the Si/Gun/Gu Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee shall be prescribed by the Municipal Ordinances of the relevant City/Do and the relevant Si/Gun/Gu, respectively. <Amended by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

Article 38 (Environmental Preservation Association)

(1) For the purpose of any research, study, technical development, education, publicity, etc. on the environmental preservation, the Environmental Preservation Association (hereinafter referred to as the "Association") shall be established. 

(2) The Association shall be a juristic person. 

(3) Persons who are eligible for membership in the Association shall be those who have obtained permission for the installation of facilities discharging environmental pollutants, and those who are prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

(4) The expenses needed for activities of the Association under paragraph (1) shall be covered by membership fees, revenues from activities, etc., and the State may support part of the needed expenses within the limit of the budget. 

(5) The Minister of Environment may, in case where deemed that the operation of the Association is in conflict with the Acts and subordinate statutes, and with the articles of association, order the Association to alter the articles of association or business plan, or to replace officers. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997>

(6) The provisions of the Civil Act concerning the incorporated association shall apply mutatis mutandis to matters concerning the Association which are not provided for by this Act. 

CHAPTER V SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Article 39

Deleted. <by Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

Article 40

Deleted. <by Act No. 4830, Dec. 22, 1994>

Article 41 (Delegation and Entrustment of Authority)

(1) The authority of the Minister of Environment as provided for in this Act may be delegated in part to the Mayor/Do governor or to the head of the local environmental agency, under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997>

(2) The Minister of Environment may entrust any related specialized institution with a part of the services as provided for in this Act, under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. <Amended by Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997>

ADDENDA

Article 1 (Enforcement Date)

This Act shall enter into force six months after the date of its promulgation. 

Article 2 (Repealed Act)

The Environment Preservation Act shall hereby be repealed. <Amended by Act No. 4492, Dec. 31, 1991>

Article 3 (Transitional Measures concerning Environmental Impact Assessment)

The preparation of documents and consultation on the environmental impact assessment, the examination of the statement of environmental impact assessment and presentation of opinion thereof, and the designation of persons vicariously executing the environmental impact assessment, which are carried out under Article 5, 5-2 or 5-3 of the previous Environment Preservation Act at the time of the enforcement of this Act, shall be considered to have been done under Article 26 or 27. 

Article 4 (Transitional Measures concerning Designation, etc. of Special Measures Area)

The designation of special measures areas, establishment and enforcement of special comprehensive measures, and consequent restriction on utilization of land and installation of facilities, which are based on Article 7 or 8 of the previous Environment Preservation Act at the time when this Act enters into force, shall be considered to have been done under Article 22. 

Article 5 (Transitional Measures concerning Environmental Preservation Association)

The Environmental Preservation Association as prescribed in Article 61 of the previous Environment Preservation Act at the time when this Act enters into force, shall be considered as the Environmental Preservation Association under Article 38. 

Article 6 (Transitional Measures concerning Environmental Technical Supervisory Corps)

The Environmental Technical Supervisory Corps as prescribed in Article 15-4 of the previous Environment Preservation Act at the time when this Act enters into force, shall be considered as the Environmental Technical Supervisory Corps under Article 40. 

Article 7

Omitted. 

Article 8 (Relation with Other Acts)

In case where the provisions of the previous Environment Preservation Act are cited in other Acts and subordinate statutes at the time when this Act enters into force, if the corresponding provisions are in this Act, this Act or the corresponding provisions of this Act, shall be considered to have been cited in lieu of the previous provisions. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 4492, Dec. 31, 1991>

Article 1 (Enforcement Date)

This Act shall enter into force on September 1, 1992. 

Articles 2 through 8

Omitted. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 4567, Jun. 11, 1993>

Article 1 (Enforcement Date)

This Act shall enter into force six months after the date of its promulgation. 

Articles 2 through 7

Omitted. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 4830, Dec. 22, 1994>

(1) (Enforcement Date) This Act shall enter into force three months after the date of its promulgation. 

(2) and (3) Omitted. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 5392, Aug. 28, 1997>

Article 1 (Enforcement Date)

This Act shall enter into force on January 1, 1998. (Proviso Omitted.) 

Articles 2 through 11

Omitted. 

ADDENDUM<Act No. 5454, Dec. 13, 1997>

This Act shall enter into force on January 1, 1998. (Proviso Omitted.) 

ADDENDA<Act No. 6097, Dec. 31, 1999>

(1) (Enforcement Date) This Act shall enter into force seven months after the date of its promulgation. 

(2) (Transitional Measures) The mid-term comprehensive plan for environmental improvements under Article 5 of the Environment Improvement Expenses Liability Act at the time of enforcement of this Act shall be considered as the mid-term comprehensive plan for environmental preservation under the amendment to Article 14-2. 

(3) Omitted. 

ADDENDA<by Act No. 6846, Dec. 30, 2002>

Article 1 (Enforcement Date)

This Act shall enter into force six months after the date of its promulgation. 

Article 2 (Transitional Measures concerning Long-Term Comprehensive Plan for Preservation of Environment)

The long-term comprehensive plan for the preservation of environment that is developed and determined at the time of enforcement of this Act shall be deemed the comprehensive national environmental plan under this Act until the comprehensive national environmental plan is newly developed and determined under this Act. 

Article 3 (Transitional Measure concerning Advance Consultations about Examination of Environmental Impact)

The advance consultations about maintaining the environmental standards provided for in the previous provisions of Article 11 at the time of enforcement of this Act shall be deemed the advance consultations about the examination of environmental impact provided for in the amended provisions of Article 25. 

Article 4 (Transitional Measures concerning Local Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee)

The Local Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee established pursuant to the previous provisions at the time of enforcement of this Act shall be deemed the City/Do Environmental Preservation Advisory Committee established pursuant to the amended provisions of Article 37. 

Article 5

Omitted. 

