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About the Primer

Climate Resilient Cities: A Primer on Reducing Vulnerabilities to Disasters is a tool for 
-

THE PRIMER APPROACH

The Primer uses a dual track approach to dealing with climate change impacts and 
disaster risk management issues. mitigation

addresses, through adaptation -

their cities can grow to become more resilient. The Primer has been prepared to inform 
-

enable local adaptation.

The Primer is a motivating step intended to move communities through a process 
that leads to action and investments. -
es for investing in adaptation, preparedness, and mitigation. The Primer introduces change through 
useful near-term to long-term activities.

long-term programs in response to climate change.
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The Primer presents information in a style, tone, and depth that can be used by local 
governments to share with constituents.

The Primer presents illustrative examples of  mitigation and adaptation sound prac-

world. -
source management practices to create and sustain resilient communities through “no-regrets” poli-

The Primer emphasizes that the mutual ability of  cities to learn is enhanced by their 
ability to exchange experiences.

Aerial view of Banda 
Aceh prior to the 2004 
tsunami.
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THE PRIMER USER

better prepared for structuring local government operations and developing and implementing ac-

-

vulnerabilities to potential climate change impacts and their level of  preparedness to climate change 

 Aerial view of Banda 
Aceh destruction after the 
2004 tsunami.
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THE PRIMER ORGANIZATION

material: 

Section 01/ Understanding the Impacts of Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management

Section 02/ Explaining Climate Change Impacts and Disaster Risk Management. The concepts 

impact on cities and what cities can and are doing about it.

Section 03/ Assessment Exercise: Discovery of a “Hot Spot.” Local governments and their stake-

-

Section 04/ Information Exercise: Creating a City Information Base. This section takes the user 

-

evaluating, and recording plans and programs to address current and future risks. 

Section 05/ Sound Practice Examples of Adaptation and Mitigation presents a set of  illustrative 

Section 06/ Conclusions gives a concluding wrap-up to the discussions in the Primer and promotes 

the impacts of  climate change and risks from disasters.

The concepts of  
climate change are 

simple if  explained 
well, even though 

the science is 
complex.
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Annex A: Worldwide Programs and Organizations on Climate Change and Hazards
Annex B: Sources of  Technical and Financial Assistance
Annex C: Examples of  Relevant World Bank Projects
Annex D: Resource Guide

-

emissions and adapt to changing conditions. 
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3C  command, control, and communication
Association of  British Insurers
Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre

Association of  Southeast Asian Nations

BCPR
C Celsius
CCI Clinton Climate Initiative

CH4

CIG

China National Climate Change Program
Compressed natural gas

CO
CO2

COP
Dept. Department

DRI

DRR Disaster Risk Reduction

World Bank

Acronyms and Abbreviations 



 XXII / ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

of  the Seattle Police Department

Fahrenheit

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GHG Greenhouse gas

GRIP
HDB
HDI

Inter-American Development Bank
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives

International Federation of  Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
JBIC
km2

kton kiloton
Light emitting diodes

Local Government Association

2O
National Adaptation Programme of  Action
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3 Ammonia
Non-methane volatile organic compounds

National Resource Defense Council

PDR
Particulate matter
Particles of  2.5 micrometers
Particles of  10 micrometers

RGGI Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
R&D Research and development

Singapore Civil Defense Force
Seattle Disaster Aid and Response Teams
Socioeconomic Data and Applications Center
Singapore Green Plan

Sea-level rise

2

Total Suspended Particles

WRI World Resources Institute




