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Executive Summary

Climate-Resilient Cities: A Primer on Reducing Vulnerabilities to Disasters is prepared 
as a guide for local governments in the East Asia Region to better understand the concepts and conse-

-

It is now undeniably evident that the global climate is changing as a result of  human-
induced greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Increased levels of  heat trapped in the atmo-

people.2

that are vulnerable to sea-level rise.3

communities in being prepared and proactive in reducing their GHG emissions and in addressing 

The world is at a unique moment in time.
urbanization, decentralization, and the rise of domestic capital markets.

China’s cities.4
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-

The most adverse impacts of  climate change are likely to be in urban areas where 
people, resources, and infrastructure are concentrated. “In absolute numbers, Asia is the 

2030 … and Indonesia, 80 million.”5

6 -
-

threats represent. The response to climate change impacts are in their essence urban governance 
and management issues. Immediate action to reduce emissions will reduce future impacts but will 

There are important linkages between sustainable development, climate change im-
pacts, and disaster risk management issues each city confronts. Dealing with climate 

-

-

Effective disaster risk management is an important component of  climate change adaptation.

Climate change will require concerted actions by local governments and their part-
ners to manage a changing and more invasive environment. The need to promote changes 

behavior of  the urban populations that contribute to global warming and create vulnerabilities to 

-

increases awareness, highlights successful practices that can be adapted to East Asian cities, and initi-

-
gies, and infrastructure to combat climate change and natural disasters. 

Management of  
urban areas and 
their growth and 
spatial planning 

requires the 
consideration 

of  disaster risk 
management and 

the climate change 
agenda as essential 

components of  
urban development.




