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Conclusions

This Primer initiates a learning process for local governments. It looks at the issues of  climate 

with climate change, disaster risk management, and sustainable development. The Primer recom-

programs for resilience.

BUILDING A RESILIENT CITY

severe disasters.

The degree of  impact from which cities suffer from climate change will depend on the actions and 
-
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devising the most appropriate urban management strategies. 

-

on climate change impact mitigation and adaptation and on disaster risk management, the prob-

conditions. Figure 6.2 shows two cities, Barcelona and Atlanta, with the same population but with 

East Asian cities.

FIGURE 6.1/ Urban population (% of total) is rapidly increasing in East Asia
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Having compact, 

walkable cities 
is an important 

mitigation
measure. Equally 

important is safety 
in building siting, 
design, and codes 

as a key adaptation 
measure, especially 

for the poor, to 
avoid settlements 

on marginal lands 
most susceptible 

to climate change 
impacts and other 
natural hazards.
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There is a strong relationship between climate change impacts management, disaster risk manage-

building resilient cities and thriving local economies. To not become better informed about climate 
-

dress impacts and disaster events. 

LEARNING FROM OTHER SUCCESSES

There is no single “magic” recipe for successful planning to respond to climate change impacts 

-

-

FIGURE 6.2/ Urban footprints—the choice facing cities

Source: Bertaud, A., and T. Pode, 
Density in Atlanta: Implications 

Angeles: Reason Foundation, 
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points:

-
mate change impacts and disaster risks.

TAKING ACTION

prepare for and control the conditions and disasters that will be made worse due to climate 
change. 

prepared to accomplish the following: 

Create a Climate Change Impacts and Hazards Workbook -

to reduce climate change impacts and address disaster risk. With the 

-

progress.
Identify ways and means of  dealing with hazard management to mitigate and 
adapt to changing conditions and events. 

-

The bottom line is 
to have a strategy 
that best prepares 

your city to act and 
react effectively 

to climate change 
impacts and 

disaster risks.
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 to accomplish goals. The 

programs, budget, targets, and timelines.
, partnering to develop a broader and more effective 

-
ments allow.

-

-

environment. 

 Early action today 
will help to build a more 
resilient society for future 
generations.
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