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Preface

This publication began with an international symposium held at the World Bank
on September 28-29, 2005, in Washington, D.C. The symposium was the third in
a series of conferences hosted by the World Bank to focus attention on the
importance of investing in early child development (ECD) as “the natural starting
point” for human development programs and policies. The third symposium
emphasized, in particular, early child development as a priority for sustained eco-
nomic growth and equity.

This publication captures and expands on the presentations and discussions
at the symposium. It consists of 15 chapters authored by ECD experts and lead-
ers in the field. The chapters are grouped into five main parts relating to the:

= Business imperative and societal benefits of ECD investments

= Lessons from evaluation of longitudinal ECD interventions

= Countries’ experiences in monitoring ECD interventions

= Innovative approaches to countries’ financing of ECD initiatives

= Next steps on the ECD agenda for the next 5 years.

A theme highlighted at the symposium and enlarged upon here is the urgent
need for evidence- and population-based instruments and measures to monitor,
evaluate, and compare ECD interventions over time and across settings. The
leveraging of enhanced policies and investments in early child development
depends on being able to assess and document, consistently and rigorously, the
need for ECD programs across communities and the outcomes for children and
families participating in these programs.

The scientific evidence already exists to support broad and intense interven-
tions to improve young children’s developmental outcomes before they enter
school—and thereby enhance their performance and achievement while in school
and beyond. The next step is to measure, monitor, and assure the efficacy of all
ECD programs and to use these research data to strengthen local and national
support for ECD policies and programs.
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