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his edition of Environment Matters arrives just as the international community 

embarks on a two-year process to secure a new global framework to limit the 

amounts of greenhouse gases (GHGs) entering the atmosphere and devise ways to 

help developing countries adapt to and prepare themselves for the effects of climate change. At the World 

Bank, we believe that climate change—and developing countries’ adaptation to it—is a critical challenge of 

our time that must be integrated into core development strategies. 

The past year has been rich in prominent, authoritative, but increasingly alarming reports, each pointing to 

the unequivocal link between human activity and global warming. Even if a new emissions control frame-

work is put in place after 2012, and even if efforts to reduce GHG emissions are successful, we are already 

facing some degree of global warming and climate change—and therefore some degree of disruption.

Changes in temperatures and weather patterns will affect the frequency and severity of rainfall, droughts, 

floods, access to water, flood protection, health, and the use of land. These impacts will not be evenly dis-

tributed. The poorest countries and people, those least responsible for climate change and least able to cope 

with it, will suffer earliest and most due to their geographical location, low incomes, and low institutional 

capacity, as well as their greater reliance on climate-sensitive sectors like agriculture. 

This is why building up resilience to increasing climate variability is the most significant climate challenge 

facing many developing countries. But we believe that adaptation, while necessary in and of itself, can also 

serve to meet the development objectives of countries. Many appropriate adaptive measures are consistent 

with good development practice. They can improve the local environment, increase resilience to current and 

future climate variability and to natural disasters, and ease the dissemination of innovative technologies. 

They can also reduce resource scarcity within specific social groups or regions—thereby addressing some of 

the principal causes of social unrest and violent strife. In other words, climate action is development action.

 

While much of the adaptation effort will occur autonomously—as individuals, households, and businesses 

respond to the changing climate—or through government-led investments, the international community 

can provide the policies, knowledge, infrastructure, and markets to make it happen in the most cost-effective 

way.

This implies increased international cooperation among all actors concerned with development. The World 

Bank has a role to play and we intend to do so. This issue of Environment Matters lays out some of the chal-

lenges we face and offers some of the proposals for progress that we are considering. Anyone interested in 

adaptation to climate change will find a wealth of material in these pages.




