Messages from IFAD staff the launch of the Sourcebook at IFAD,

15 October 2008
Historically there existed a gap in the knowledge available to the researchers and academicians and the knowledge available to the development practitioners. This reflects a lack of mainstreaming of gender-related knowledge in many disciplines of social sciences. As a result, the practitioners mostly had to rely on learning from experience - a potentially costly and time-consuming affair. The resource book contributes significantly in closing this gap. 
 

Shyam Khadka, Senior Portfolio Manager, Programme Management Department, IFAD

The consultation process including peer reviews of the Gender in Agriculture Sourcebook served as an effective platform for the learning and sharing of knowledge. It helped the environment team to strengthen our rooster of resource persons whom we can call upon to assist in various sector asks. The exercise also re-energized the desk's efforts to integrate social aspects in its environmental work due to greater recognition of the mutual links between the two.  A good demonstration is the update of our Environment Assessment Procedures where social aspects have been systematically mainstreamed throughout the document and are now even included in the title: "IFAD's Environmental and Social Assessment Procedures". 
Sheila Mwanundu, Senior Technical, Environment and Natural Resource Management, Technical Advisory Division, IFAD
The review of the rural infrastructure module provided us an opportunity to strengthen intersectoral coherence, also within IFAD. It has deepened my knowledge base on women’s critical needs.  In the future, I will take this practical consideration into account when designing rural infrastructure.  The joint collaboration was a great opportunity to bridge the gender and intergenerational gap.  I would appeal that young people should be central in the implementation of these policy actions as we move from a global policy to grassroots action.   As Dr. J. E. K. Aggrey, one of Ghana’s great philosopher and visionary leader once said “If you educate a man you simply educate an individual, but if you educate a woman you educate a family.”

 

Moses Abukari, Consultant, Rural Infrastructure, Technical Advisory Division, IFAD
A wide distribution of the Sourcebook to rural development agents and beneficiaries is important. If we miss that, half of our efforts will have been in vain. The Sourcebook is a practical and exhaustive tool useful to Country Programme Management Teams, including IFAD's main grant partners. We should find creative ways to reach out to rural people and prepare picture books, theatrical plays and simplified documents to be translated into the main local languages. This will certainly have a multiplier effect on our projects.  For the future, I would also expect that we address the needs of the most vulnerable groups at present: women pastoralists and indigenous women.

Laura Puletti, Grants Programme, Gender and Knowledge Management, Asia and the Pacific Division, IFAD

