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A main challenge for the international community is how to speed up the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) at the country level. Recognizing the importance of gender equality as a goal for development effectiveness and shared growth, the World Bank is collaborating with international development community partners on an initiative aimed at addressing the implementation challenge of MDG 3 (Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women). 
· Partners include the Governments of Norway and the United Kingdom, the OECD-DAC Network on Gender Equality, and the UN system, including UNIFEM, the UN Division for the Advancement of Women, and the UN Millennium Project. 
· High-level consultation: As part of this initiative, the World Bank is holding a high-level consultation in Washington D.C. on February 16, 2006. The objective of this consultation is to galvanize the attention of international policy makers and key development experts on the challenge of implementing MDG 3.  The consultation’s themes will emphasize the expansion of women’s economic opportunities. 
· The expected outcomes include: i) identifying clear directions for priority actions to be taken by the World Bank and development partners to support the implementation of MDG 3; and ii) assessing the requirements for scaling-up gender mainstreaming and implementing the action agenda for MDG 3. 

· Participants: Participants include a select group of senior policy makers and development experts, such as Mahmoud Mohieldin, Minister of Investment from Egypt; Anne Stenhammer, State Secretary for International Development, Norway; and Rachel Mayanja, Special Adviser of the UN Secretary-General on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women. Judith Rodin, President of the Rockefeller Foundation and Former President of the University of Pennsylvania, will give the keynote speech at the welcome dinner on February 15th. 
Rationale for the initiative
Global agreement: There is international consensus on the goal of gender equality and the advancement of women, and on the importance of gender mainstreaming to achieve this goal. This is enshrined in the third goal of the Millennium Declaration, which the UN General Assembly reaffirmed in September 2005, along with the active promotion of gender mainstreaming as a tool for achieving gender equality (paragraphs 58 & 59). Not only is gender equality an important goal in itself, it is also essential to attaining the other MDGs.

The need to accelerate progress: Actions addressing gender equality issues need to be significantly enhanced and scaled-up if the global community wishes to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. A global warning sign is that the mid-term target of eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005 was not achieved. In addition, gains in the gender indicators included in the UN Declaration, especially those that measure expansion in women’s opportunities, have been insufficient and, if not accelerated, will hamper the attainment of all the Millennium Development Goals.  

The case for women’s economic empowerment: Expanding women’s opportunities, by mainstreaming gender in economic policies and programs, is central for reducing gender disparities, attaining the MDGs, and enhancing shared growth. While the benefits to investments in the area of women’s economic empowerment are substantial, this is an area that could benefit from additional attention from the development community. 

An underfunded and unfinished mandate: Compared to other global public goods (i.e., the environment), gender equality has been an underfunded mandate in international agencies and national governments. For example, of the net disbursement of Official Development Assistance (ODA) in 2003 in the amount of USD 69 billion, roughly 2.5 billion (3.6%) had gender equality as a significant or principal objective.
 In addition to the lack of adequate financial support, political and technical constraints, including lack of political will to bring about the required institutional changes, and poor understanding of the concept of gender mainstreaming have hampered the effective implementation of the gender equality mandate at both national and international levels.  
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