BIOs of the Panelists: CSW Side Event – Gender and MDGs
BRAZIL
Nilcea Freire, Minister of the Special Secretariat of Policies for Women, Republic Presidency - Brazil

H.E. Minister Freire was appointed Minister in January 2004 and has since spearheaded various activities in gender mainstreaming in Brazil including:

- Organization of the “Women’s Year in Brazil” 

- Organization of the First National Conference of Policies for Women (July 2004)

- Establishment of the “National Plan of Policies for Women” launched in December 2004

- Revision of the National Laws on Domestic Violence Against Women and submission to the National Congress in November 2004

She takes on other public responsibilities such as President of the CIM (Interamerican Women Committee), President of the National Council of Women Rights, and serves as a Member of the ECLAC (Economic Commission for Latin America and Caribbean) roundtable.
Prior to this appointment, she has a long standing career as an academic, including her service as Director of the State University of Rio de Janeiro from 2000 to 2003, and Vice-Director from 1996 to 1999.  

CAMBODIA
Dr. ING Kantha Phavi, Minister of Women’s Affairs, Cambodia
H.E. Dr. Phavi was appointed Minister of Women’s Affairs in July 2004 following the formation of the new government. She has also just recently been appointed as Deputy High Commissioner for the Supreme Council for State Reform.
Prior to becoming Minister, Dr Phavi served as Secretary of State of Women’s and Veterans’ Affairs for 5 years, where she was in charge of elaborating gender responsive policies, strategies and plans of action and ensuring the management and follow up of technical programs in health and economic empowerment and the capacity building program of MWVA staff on financial and administrative management.  She was an active contributor in several international and national workshops and seminars on gender mainstreaming in reproductive health and HIV/AIDS issues, women’s economic empowerment issues, and was directly involved in the National Poverty Reduction Strategy drafting process.  She also served as Technical Advisor to the Ministry of Rural Development in community health from 1995 to 1997.  
Dr. Phavi comes with a medical background where she practiced medicine in France in the 1990’s.
HONDURAS
Marcela de Mar Suazo, Minister, National Institute of Women’s Affairs of Honduras
H.E. Marclea de Mar Suazo was appointed Minister of the National Institute of Women’s Affairs of Honduras in February 2002.  She takes on several other important positions such as the co-chair of the World Network of Ministers of Women’s Affairs since October 2003, President of the Board of Ministers of Women’s Affairs for Central America since February 2004, and co-chair for the Regional Women Conference, a division of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) since June 2004 for a period of four years.
In a period of three years in office as Minister, she has contributed greatly to gender mainstreaming work in Honduras such as the inclusion of the National Women’s Policy and strategy as one of the State Policies.  She continues to work with other Secretaries of State to broadly promote Gender Mainstreaming while she takes up her responsibility in the development of Public Policies and Mechanisms for the Protection of Children and the Family as per the special request from the First Lady and the President of Honduras.

Her work has also contributed to the region through the Gender Mainstreaming Project and the Prevention of Domestic and Intra Family Violence in the Police Force. 

Mrs. Suazo holds a Master of Science degree in Education from the Longwood College of Virginia.  
KENYA
Ms. Naomi Wangai, Director of Gender, Ministry of Gender, Sports and Culture, and Social Services
Ms. Wangai was appointed Director in 2004.  Prior to this appointment, she has long standing career in Education where she has served as Chief Principal from 1986 to 2000, Director of Education from 2000 to 2004.  She is also the Chairwoman of the National Committee on Indiscipline in Schools, and has contributed widely to the education of women and girls.
YEMEN
Ms. Rashida Ali Hamood Al-Hamdani, Chairperson, National Committee for Women of Yemen

Ms. Rashida Ali Hamood Al-Hamdani has been Chairperson of the National Committee of Women of Yemen since May 2000.  She joined the office of the Prime Minister in 1987 and has held many positions, including the Head of the General Department for Labor and Administration in 1998.  Ms. Al-Hamdani is a member of numerous organizations, including the Executive Board in the Arab Women Organization in Cairo Egypt since 2004.  She has been the only female member and the Rapperteur of the National Mine Action Committee since 1997. She was previously a member of Family Care Association and the Girls Guides Association.  She also serves on many government committees, including those on Poverty Eradication Monitoring, Planning, and Women and Sports.  

Ms. Al-Hamdani has attended many seminars, forums and conferences in many countries, representing Yemen, and has written many papers on issues relating to women’s status, population, health, children, environment, development etc.  These papers have been presented locally, regionally and at international events.  In February 2005, she attended the conference on Good Governance for Development in the Arab Countries, with the Prime Minister in Amman, Jordan.  
