One in five people in the world today, over 1 billion people, live in poverty on less than one dollar a day. In an increasingly inter-dependent world, many problems - like conflict, crime, pollution, and diseases such as HIV and AIDS - are caused or made worse by poverty.
The Department for International Development (DFID) is the part of the UK Government that manages Britain's aid to poor countries and works to get rid of extreme poverty.  DFID supports long-term programmes to help tackle the underlying causes of poverty. DFID also responds to emergencies, both natural and man-made.  DFID works in partnership with governments, civil society, the private sector and others. It also works with multilateral institutions, including the World Bank, United Nations agencies, and the European Commission. 

DFID works directly in over 150 countries worldwide, with a budget of nearly £4 billion in 2004. Its headquarters are in London and East Kilbride, near Glasgow.


DFID’s work forms part of a global promise to
· halve the number of people living in extreme poverty and hunger

· ensure that all children receive primary education

· promote sexual equality and give women a stronger voice

· reduce child death rates

· improve the health of mothers

· combat HIV & AIDS, malaria and other diseases

· make sure the environment is protected

· build a global partnership for those working in development.
Together, these form the United Nations’ eight ‘Millennium Development Goals’, with a 2015 deadline. Each of these Goals has its own, measurable, targets.  The Millennium Development Goals represent a united international commitment to reduce poverty by 2015. Achieving the Goals will depend upon a coherent international approach, with agreed policies to support development and effective collaboration between institutions and nations.

DFID attaches great importance to its role within this system. In addition to its work as a bilateral donor to individual countries, 43% of total DFID development assistance funding goes through multilateral agencies. Effective engagement of all these parts of the international system is needed if the Millennium Development Goals are to be met. Strengthening the international system means ensuring that the policies and programmes of all parts of the system work coherently in helping to bring about poverty reduction. This involves international institutions such as the World Bank, the United Nations and the World Trade Organisation and developed country groupings such as the European Union (EU).

DFID’s Commitment to MDG3 
Women are disproportionately represented amongst the poor. Women's lack of access to education, health services, land rights, credit and opportunities for economic and political empowerment are among the underlying causes of women's poverty. They are increasingly vulnerable in countries experiencing conflict, poor governance, HIV/AIDS and persistent food insecurity.  Gender equality and the empowerment of women are essential for the eradication of world poverty, achieving all the MDGs and upholding human rights. 
DFID works to ensure gender issues are addressed across all its development activities. In September 2000, DFID published Poverty Elimination and the Empowerment of Women, which set out our strategy for promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women throughout all our activities. We are working closely with governments, civil society organisations and other donors to implement this strategy, to ensure that gender issues are made a priority across our work, and that developing country partners integrate gender into their own national plans.  DFID also supports specific activities to promote the rights of women and girls, including in the areas of girls’ education, maternal mortality and reproductive health. 

On education, for example, DFID launched a strategy “Girls’ Education: towards a better future for all” in January 2005. This is a renewed commitment by the British Government to supporting equal opportunities for girls to complete quality primary schooling. It sets out what actions we will take to support country-led education strategies. Over the next three years, we are planning to spend at least £1.4 billion on education.  Most of this money will be provided to support national education plans.  We work directly through our country programmes and also through our international partnerships, such as the Education for All –Fast Track Initiative (FTI) and the UN Girls Education Initiative (UNGEI).

In addition to work at the sectoral level, DFID contributes to the UK position in those international fora addressing women’s rights and empowerment (e.g. at the Beijing plus 10 meeting and the Millennium Review Summit last year, and the forthcoming Session of the Commission on the Status of Women.) The British Government fully supports implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which we see as essential for making greater progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. DFID is also the main funder of UNIFEM and has recently started to work more closely with the African Union to ensure that developing country partners in Africa integrate gender into their own national plans.
Since publication of DFID’s gender strategy, there have been a number of significant changes both within DFID and in the international environment.  There is less emphasis on projects with the move towards greater donor harmonisation and providing development assistance in the form of budget support to country-owned Poverty Reduction Strategies.  To update DFID’s policy in light of these changes, DFID is currently conducting a major evaluation of our work in gender.  This is due to be completed in March 2006.
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